
“That place (Tanglewood) is very dear to my heart,
that is where I grew up and learned so much.” 

Leonard Bernstein

The Red Lion Inn: “An Inn since 1773, the bustling
Red Lion has hosted presidents, near-presidents, sena-
tors and celebrities… This is the authentic inn.” Fodor

Tanglewood: “The United States of America is des-
tined to have a great music and art center.”

Serge Koussevitsky, 1939

Andris Nelsons: “Every time I’ve seen him conduct, he has set off
brushfires of intensity…Nelsons produces full-body impact: Instead of
shattering about your ears, the sound engulfs you. He is a master at
controlling dynamics to create a kinetic, fluctuating mass.” 

The New Yorker

“In a time of hubristic museum expansionism, the beloved Sterling
and Francine Clark Art Institute has managed something dis-
tinctly surprising. It has gotten bigger and better.” 

NY Times, July ’14
 

T anglewood and the rolling hills of the Berk-
shires in Western Massachusetts offer a
plethora of superlative performing arts during
the compact summer season. During the busy
weekends of July and August, cultural aficiona-

dos are hard-pressed to choose between the glorious
concerts of the Boston Symphony Orchestra
(BSO) in Tanglewood’s open-air Shed and more inti-
mate Seiji Ozawa Hall and several fine theatre festi-
vals. The choice of a strategically located hotel puts
all of these events within convenient striking-distance,
but reservations for tickets and rooms must be made

very early for the popular sold-out summer weekends.
This year our principal focus will be a quartet of four
Tanglewood concerts, because we do not want to
miss any of them. Three of them will be in Tangle-
wood’s covered Shed, which has attracted music-
lovers from all over the world for many years and was
the original model which has spawned similar outdoor
summer festivals throughout the country. For our first
evening, we will be in Seiji Ozawa Hall.

The revered Boston Symphony Orchestra has always
been the resident ensemble, under such acclaimed conductors as
Serge Koussevitzky, Charles Munch, Leonard Bernstein, Seiji
Ozawa, James Levine, and now the BSO’s Latvian Music Director
Andris Nelsons. Mr. Nelsons has been widely acclaimed by long-
time BSO advocates, who find his fluid conducting style and his
scholarly leadership to be inspiring. After one of his Carnegie Hall
concerts, the NY Times’ Anthony Tommasini wrote: “Mr. Nelsons
has brought a jolt of youthful energy, along with charisma and ac-
complishment, to the BSO. The audience gave Mr. Nelsons and
the players an enormous ovation… The BSO has placed its trust
in a young dynamo.” We have chosen our dates carefully when Mr.
Nelsons will be on the podium for two of the BSO programs. 

A daytime excursion will take us to the picturesque
college town of Williamstown to visit the recently ren-
ovated and expanded Clark Art Institute in Williams -
town, where we will view the priceless permanent
collection as well as the summer exhibition. The Clark
received unanimous accolades when it was re-opened
in 2014.   

Finally, literary and architecture aficionados will be
grateful for our annual visit to ‘The Mount’, Edith
Wharton’s gracious 1902 mansion outside Lenox. The
Italianate gardens are in full bloom in July.

TANGLEWOOD & THE BERKSHIRES: THE BERNSTEIN CENTENNIAL
Boston Symphony Orchestra; Clark Art Institute & Edith Wharton’s The Mount

Thursday, August 23rd through Sunday, August 26th

Norman Rockwell’s Stockbridge Main Street
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Andris Nelsons
Music Director, BSO

Leonard Bernstein
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The Albany (N.Y.) Airport is the closest terminal to our hotel in
Stockbridge, a little more than an hour by car. Independent arrivals
should be on Thursday, August 23rd. Taxis are readily available at
the Albany Airport (estimated $100 one-way to Stockbridge, but we
suggest you call Abbott’s Limousine in Lee, Massachusetts (413)
243-1645 to coordinate the least expensive transfer to the Red Lion
Inn. Stockbridge is about three hours by car from New York City.
(Please see our concluding paragraph regarding our transfer from N.Y.)

For the tenth consecutive year, we are grateful to return for four
nights at the renowned Red Lion Inn in Stockbridge, which has
long been considered the leading hotel in the Berkshires. The Red
Lion has maintained its unique New England charm but has also
been periodically renovated to keep pace with the requirements of

the modern traveler, now
including an outdoor
swim    ming pool. The
Main Dining Room’s
high standards have been
consistently praised for its
regional cuisine, and a variety of other less formal dining facilities
includes Widow Bingham’s Tavern, the Al Fresco Courtyard
(under outdoor umbrellas), and the Lion’s Den Pub (in the base-
ment, with live evening entertainment). The quiet ambience of the
Main Street location continues to attract visitors from throughout
the world. We are confident that the Red Lion’s celebrated standards
will justify the hotel’s premium price. For guests arriving by private
car, the Red Lion has a free overnight parking lot. (Many members
of the Boston Symphony Orchestra reside at the Red Lion during the
Tanglewood season. By the end of our visit, you will easily recognize a
number of the musicians whom you will see on the premises and in the
dining room.)

Early Thursday evening, August 23rd, dinner will be arranged to
meet other members of the Tour. Our dinner will be in one of the
Red Lion’s informal dining rooms. 

Our first evening will take us to Tanglewood’s prize-winning
Ozawa Hall for the 8:00 pm performance of Leonard Bernstein’s
Candide. Named in honor of the BSO’s former Music Director
Seiji Ozawa, this award-winning venue features wood-paneled walls
with a warm acoustic considered ideal for open-air summer
evenings. Considered by many enthusiasts to be Bernstein’s finest
work for the theatre, ‘Candide’ is based on Voltaire’s 18th century
French novel of the same title. The brilliant score opens with the
celebrated Overture which is often performed on concert pro-
grams and is followed by a wealth of melodic arias, duets and en-
sembles. Cunegonde’s coloratura spoof ‘Glitter and Be Gay’,
Candide’s ‘This Must be So’, and the tender final duet/ensemble
‘Make my Garden Grow’ are the best-known numbers of this
highly inventive work. “Not only delightful as music, and for the
most part blessed with exceptional lyrics, ‘Candide’ serves the
needs of Voltaire’s narrative in the way it both sends up the oper-
atic framework and finds genuine humanity and power in it.” (New
Grove Dictionary of Opera). The conductor will be Erik Jacobson,
and the NY-based chamber musicians The Knights will be our or-
chestra. The youthful cast is headed by tenor Miles Mykkanen
as Candide, soprano Sharleen Joynt as Cunegonde. The director
will be Alison Moritz, with choreographer John Heginbotham
in charge of the dancing. This will be a fully staged performance. 

Friday morning, August 24th, we will enjoy a guided visit through
The Mount, the graceful and imposing country mansion designed
and built in 1902 by Edith Wharton, the pre-eminent American
novelist. In addition to her fame as the author of ‘The House of
Mirth’, ‘The Age of Innocence’, ‘Ethan Frome’ and many other ti-
tles, Wharton was also an imaginative architect who fully ex-
pressed her design interests in this ‘classical revival’ house set in
the woodlands outside Lenox. The principles she espoused in her
influential book, ‘The Decoration of Houses’, are perhaps best ap-
preciated in the restored interior of ‘The Mount’. Our guided visit
of the house will be followed by ample time to stroll through the
Italianate gardens and to browse through the unusual bookshop.
Restoration of both the house and gardens has been ongoing dur-
ing the past decade, and The Mount is now one of the Berkshire
sites which should not be missed. (Salads and sandwiches are
available on the porch overlooking Edith Wharton’s favorite view of
the area.) 

Friday afternoon (and Sunday morning) are left free for you to
relax in Stockbridge. During our concise four-day schedule, there
will be ample free time for you to browse independently around
the historic town center. In particular, you may want to visit the
1886 Naumkeag House and Gardens; the Berkshire Botani-
cal Garden (also open daily from 10:00 am until 5:00 pm); and the
Chesterwood country home and studio of the American sculptor
Daniel Chester French. Museum enthusiasts will be rewarded by
a visit to the nearby Norman Rockwell Museum, housing the
world’s largest collection of Rockwell’s American scenes. All four
of these museums are located in Stockbridge. You will also be
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grateful for some leisure time in the Red
Lion, as our evenings will run quite late
due to congested Tanglewood traffic
after the concerts. (Taxis to any muse-
ums can be arranged with the Red Lion’s
front desk.)

At 8:00 pm on Friday evening, we look
forward to our first concert by the
Boston Symphony Orchestra in the
Tanglewood Shed in nearby Lenox.
Music Director Andris Nelsons will
lead his esteemed ensemble in the sea-
son’s Opening Night program of Gustav
Mahler’s full-length Symphony No. 3. The
emotional final movements will showcase
the Tanglewood Festival Chorus and the consummate American
mezzo-soprano Susan Graham intoning the poignant ‘Urlicht’ solo. 

Saturday morning, August 25th, we will drive about 40 minutes
north of Stockbridge to the idyllic small town of Williamstown. The
Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute re-opened in 2014
following major renova-
tion and expansion. Our
appointment will intro-
duce you to the mu-
seum’s priceless co llec t ion,
which attracts art con-
noisseurs from all over
the world. The painting
galleries contain master-
pieces by Piero della
Fran cesca, Renoir, Monet,
Degas, Winslow Homer
and John Singer Sargent.
The serene new Clark
Center designed by Japanese architect Tadao Ando is
an optimum space for major exhibitions. You will find
the museum’s Café 7 convenient for independent
lunch on the lower level of the new Clark Center. We
will return to the Red Lion in mid-afternoon.

Saturday evening at 8:00 pm, our event in The Shed will be The
Bernstein Centennial Celebration at Tanglewood. “The gala
concert will feature a kaleidoscopic array of artists and ensembles
from the worlds of classical music, film, and Broadway.” The first
half will offer selections from Bernstein’s own works – Candide,
West Side Story, Mass, Serenade – and the second half will include
music of Copland, Mahler, and a new work by John Williams. A
dramatic finale will be the closing movement of Mahler’s Symphony
No. 2 (‘Resurrection’) with chorus and soloists. Among the all-star
performers listed for the gala are Audra McDonald (host and vo-

calist), violinist Midori, cellist Yo-Yo Ma, and
opera singers Nadine Sierra (this year’s
Richard Tucker Award Winner), Susan Gra-
ham, Isabel Leonard, and Thomas Hamp-
son. The several conductors will be Andris
Nelsons, Christoph Eschenbach, Michael
Tilson Thomas, Keith Lockhart, and John
Williams. 

Sunday afternoon, August 26th, we will return
to the Tanglewood Shed for a con-
cert by the Boston Symphony Or-
chestra under Christophe
Esch    en    bach. This closing concert of
the season will offer Ludwig van
Beethoven’s iconic Symphony No. 9
(‘Choral’), with the Tanglewood Fes-
tival Chorus performing the Ode to
Joy in the fourth movement. The quar-
tet of soloists will be soprano Hanna-
Elizabeth Müller, mezzo-soprano
Sasha Cooke, tenor Joseph Kaiser,
and baritone Thomas Hampson. 

Sunday evening, we will enjoy a relaxed dinner at
Michael’s restaurant on Elm Street in Stockbridge, a short

from the Red Lion. 

Independent departures should be on Monday, August 27th. As
per arrival, please arrange any airport transfer with Abbott’s Lim-
ousine in Lee. 
IMPORTANT: During the past several years, we have learned that
by far the easiest transfer from the New York area is by bus from the
West Side Port Authority to Williamstown. The Peter Pan Bus
Line stops directly at the Red Lion Inn. The bus will depart
from the Port Authority (8th Avenue at 42nd Street) at 9:00 am on
the morning of Thursday the 23rd, arriving at the Red Lion at 1:00
pm, and will depart on Monday the 27th at 11:00 am for a 3:00 pm
return to the Port Authority. You should indicate NOW if you wish to
use the round-trip bus transfer, which will cost approximately $180
per person. We will give you further instructions in the Final Itiner-
ary a month prior to our departure, and we will invoice you then for
this additional cost.  

Tanglewood:

Price per person,based on double occupancy $  2,970  
Single supplement $     750              

Airfare NOT included.
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at the Clark Institute
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The Red Lion Inn
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