
The Red Lion Inn: “An Inn since 1773, the bustling
Red Lion has hosted presidents, near-presidents, senators
and celebrities… This is the authentic inn.”           Fodor

Tanglewood: “The United States of America is destined
to have a great music and art center.”

Serge Koussevitsky, 1939

Andris Nelsons: “Every time I’ve seen him conduct, he has set off
brushfires of intensity…Nelsons produces full-body impact: Instead of
shattering about your ears, the sound engulfs you. He is a master at
controlling dynamics to create a kinetic, fluctuating mass.” 

The New Yorker

“In a time of hubristic museum expansionism, the beloved Sterling
and Francine Clark Art Institute has managed something dis-
tinctly surprising. It has gotten bigger and better.” 

NY Times, July ’14
 

T anglewood and the rolling hills of the Berkshires in West-
ern Massachusetts offer a plethora of superlative performing
arts during the compact summer season. During the busy
weekends of July and August, cul-
tural aficionados are hard-

pressed to choose between the glorious
concerts of the Boston Symphony Or-
chestra (BSO) in Tanglewood’s open-
air Shed and more intimate Seiji
Ozawa Hall and several fine theatre fes-
tivals. The choice of a strategically lo-
cated hotel puts all of these events
within convenient striking-distance, but
reservations for tickets and rooms must
be made very early for the popular sold-
out summer weekends. This year our

principal focus will be a quartet of four Tanglewood
concerts, because we do not want to miss any of them.
Three of them will be in Tanglewood’s covered Shed,
which has attracted music-lovers from all over the world
for many years and was the original model which has
spawned similar outdoor summer festivals throughout
the country. For a chamber music program on our first
evening, we will be in Seiji Ozawa Hall.

The revered Boston Symphony Orchestra has always been the resident
ensemble, under such acclaimed conductors as Serge Koussevitzky,
Charles Munch, Leonard Bernstein, Seiji Ozawa, James Levine, and now
the BSO’s Latvian Music Director Andris Nelsons. Mr. Nelsons has
been widely acclaimed by longtime BSO advocates, who find his fluid con-
ducting style and his scholarly leadership to be inspiring. He has already
settled in as a perfect partner for the BSO. After one of his Carnegie Hall
concerts, the NY Times’ Anthony Tommasini wrote: “Mr. Nelsons has
brought a jolt of youthful energy, along with charisma and accomplishment,
to the BSO. The audience gave Mr. Nelsons and the players an enormous
ovation. . . The BSO has placed its trust in a young dynamo.”

We have chosen our dates carefully when Mr. Nelsons will be on the
podium for two of the BSO programs. 

Our programs will include Opening
Night at Tanglewood, featuring Mah -
ler’s towering Symphony No. 2, ‘Resur-
rection’, with chorus and soloists under
Mr. Nelsons. He will also be on the
podium for our Sunday afternoon pro-
gram of Mozart’s Violin Concerto No. 5
and Mahler’s Symphony No. 4. For a
third concert in the Shed, a change of
pace will offer the popular Boston
Pops Orchestra under their Conduc-
tor Keith Lockhart per f or ming Sond-
heim on Sond heim, a selection of the
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revered Broadway composer’s
brilliant songs from the past
several decades. Our Thurs-
day evening chamber music
will be all-Schubert in the inti-
macy of Ozawa Hall.

A daytime excursion will take
us to the picturesque college
town of Williamstown to visit
the recently renovated and ex-
panded Clark Art Institute in
Williamstown, where we will
view the priceless permanent
collection as well as the sum-
mer exhibition of Seventeenth-
Century Dutch Genre Painting. The Clark received unanimous
accolades when it was re-opened in 2014.   

Finally, literary and architecture enthusiasts will be grateful for
our annual visit to ‘The Mount’, Edith Wharton’s gracious 1902
mansion outside Lenox. The Italianate gardens are in full bloom
in July.

The Albany (N.Y.) Airport is the closest terminal to our hotel in
Stockbridge, a little more than an hour by car. Independent arrivals
should be on Thursday, July 9th. Taxis are readily available at the
Albany Airport (estimated $100 one-way to Stockbridge, but we sug-
gest you call Abbott’s Limousine in Lee, Massachusetts (413) 243-
1645 to coordinate the least expensive transfer to the Red Lion Inn.
Stockbridge is about three hours by car from New York City. (Please
see our concluding paragraph regarding our transfer from N.Y.)

For the ninth con   secutive year, we are grateful to return for four
nights at the renowned Red Lion Inn in Stockbridge, which has
long been considered the leading hotel in the Berkshires. The Red

Lion has main-
tained its unique
New Eng land
charm but has
also been period-
ically renovated
to keep pace
with the require-
ments of the
modern traveler,
now including an
outdoor swim -
 ming pool. The
Main Dining
Room’s high
stan dards have
been consistently
praised for its re-
gional cuisine,
and a variety of

other less formal dining facil-
ities includes Widow Bing-
ham’s Tavern, the Al Fresco
Courtyard (under outdoor
umbrellas), and the Lion’s

Den Pub (in the basement, with live evening entertainment). The
quiet ambience of the Main Street location continues to attract visi-
tors from throughout the world. We are confident that the Red Lion’s
celebrated standards will justify the hotel’s premium price. For

guests arriving by private car,
the Red Lion has a free over -
night parking lot. (Many mem-
bers of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra reside at the Red Lion
during the Tanglewood season.
By the end of our visit, you will
easily recognize a number of the
musicians whom you will see on
the premises and in the dining
room.)

Early Thursday evening, July
6th, dinner will be arranged
to meet other members of the
Tour. Our dinner will be in one

of the Red Lion’s informal dining rooms. 

Our first evening will take us to Tanglewood’s prize-winning
Ozawa Hall for an 8:00 pm Chamber Concert. Named in honor
of the BSO’s former Music Director Seiji Ozawa, this award-win-

ning venue features wood-paneled walls with a warm acoustic con-
sidered ideal for chamber music. Tonight’s all-Franz Schubert
works will include The Shepherd on the Rock; Auf dem Strom;
Lebensstürme; Variations in B minor; and Rondo in A (D.951). The
acclaimed pianists will be Emanuel Ax, Julia Hsu and Peter
Serkin. The solo clarinetist will be James Hudgins, and Tangle-
wood’s Vocal Fellows will be heard in the songs. 

Friday morning, July 7th, we will enjoy a guided visit through The
Mount, the graceful and imposing country mansion designed and
built in 1902 by Edith Wharton, the pre-eminent American novelist.
In addition to her fame as the author of ‘The House of Mirth’, ‘The
Age of Innocence’, ‘Ethan Frome’ and many other titles, Wharton
was also an imaginative architect who fully expressed her design
interests in this ‘classical revival’ house set in the woodlands out-
side Lenox. The principles she espoused in her influential book,
‘The Decoration of Houses’, are perhaps best appreciated in the
restored interior of ‘The Mount’. Our guided visit of the house will
be followed by ample time to stroll through the Italianate gardens
and to browse through the unusual bookshop. Restoration of both
the house and gardens has been ongoing during the past decade,
and The Mount is now one of the Berkshire sites which should not
be missed. (Salads and sandwiches are available on the porch over-
looking Edith Wharton’s favorite view of the area.) 

Friday afternoon (and Sunday morning) are left free for you to
relax in Stockbridge. During our concise four-day schedule, there
will be ample free time for you to browse independently around
the historic town center. In particular, you may want to visit the
1886 Naumkeag House and Gardens; the Berkshire Botani-
cal Garden (also open daily from 10:00 am until 5:00 pm); and the
Chesterwood country home and studio of the American sculptor
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Daniel Chester French. Museum enthusiasts will be rewarded by
a visit to the nearby Norman Rockwell Museum, housing the
world’s largest collection of Rockwell’s American scenes. All four

of these museums are located in Stockbridge.
You will also be grateful for some leisure time
in the Red Lion, as our evenings will run quite
late due to congested Tanglewood traffic after
the concerts. (Taxis to any museums can be
arranged with the Red Lion’s front desk.)

At 8:00 pm on Friday evening, we look forward
to our first concert by the Boston Symphony
Orchestra in the Tanglewood Shed in
nearby Lenox. Music Director Andris Nel-
sons will lead his esteemed ensemble in the
season’s Opening Night program of Gustav
Mahler’s full-length Symphony No. 2, ‘Resur-
rection’. The emotional final movements will
showcase the Tanglewood Festival Chorus,
Argentine mezzo-soprano Bernarda Fink,
and Swedish soprano Malin Christensson. 

Saturday morning, July 8th, we will drive
about 40 minutes north of Stockbridge to the
idyllic small town of Williamstown. The Ster-

ling and Francine Clark Art Institute re-opened in 2014 follow-
ing major renovation and expansion. Our appointment will
introduce you to the museum’s priceless collection, which attracts
art connoisseurs from all over the world. The painting galleries
contain masterpieces by Piero della Francesca, Renoir, Monet,
Degas, Winslow Homer and John Singer Sargent. The serene new
Clark Center designed by Japanese architect
Tadao Ando is an optimum space for major exhi-
bitions. An intriguing show has recently been an-
nounced for this summer entitled S e v en   teenth- 
Century Dutch Genre Painting. You will find the
museum’s Café 7 convenient for independent
lunch on the lower level of the new Clark Center.
We will return to the Red Lion in mid-afternoon. 

Saturday evening at 8:00 pm, our concert in The
Shed will be the Boston Pops Orchestra per-
forming “a funny, affectionate, and revealing trib-
ute to musical theater’s greatest living composer
and lyricist, Stephen Sondheim.” The Pops’ Con-
ductor Keith Lockhart will be on the podium,
and Sarna Lapine is credited as the director. En-
titled Sondheim on Sondheim, “this retrospective
is told through his own words via film, live per-
formers, and his amazing music.” (quotes from

BS0). Sondheim’s Broadway landmarks
include ‘Company’, ‘A Little Night
Music’, ‘Follies’, ‘Passion’, ‘Sunday in the
Park with George’, and ‘Sweeney Todd’. 

Sunday afternoon, July 9th, we will re-
turn to the Tanglewood Shed for a con-
cert by the Boston Symphony
Orchestra under Andris Nelsons.
Maestro Nelsons will lead his ensemble
in Wolfgang Amadeus Moz art’s Violin
Concerto No. 4 (K. 219) and Gustav
Mah ler’s Symphony No. 4. The Swedish
violinist will be Daniel Lozakovich, and
the MET’s glamorous soprano Kris tine

Opolais (also Mr. Nelsons’ wife) will intone the ethereal verses of
the final movement of Mahler’s most lyrical symphony. 

Sunday evening, we will enjoy a relaxed final din ner at Michael’s
restaurant on Elm Street in Stockbridge, a short distance from the
Red Lion. 

Independent departures should be on Monday, July 10th. As per
arrival, please arrange any airport transfer with Abbott’s Limou-
sine in Lee. 

IMPORTANT: During
the past several years, we
have learned that by far
the easiest transfer from
the New York area is by
bus from the West Side
Port Authority to Wil -
liams town. The Peter
Pan Bus Line stops
directly at the Red
Lion Inn. The bus will
depart from the Port Au-
thority (8th Avenue at
42nd Street) at 9:00 am
on the morning of Thurs-
day the 6th, arriving at
the Red Lion at 1:00 pm,
and will depart on Monday the 10th at
11:00 am for a 3:00 pm return to the Port Authority. You should in-
dicate NOW if you wish to use the round-trip bus transfer, which will
cost approximately $150 per person. We will give you further instruc-

tions in the Final Itinerary a month prior to our de-
parture, and we will invoice you then for this
additional cost.  

Tanglewood:

Price per person,
based on double occupancy $ 2,880   

Single supplement $    650           

Airfare NOT included.
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