
Barcelona’s Antonio Gaudí: “The sheer depth and reso-
nance of his work makes it the architectural equivalent of
Wagner’s highly charged ‘Ring Cycle’… No other architect
in history has given us so much pleasure and joy.”

Gaudí, Gijs van Hensbergen

Madrid’s Museo del Prado: “Painting is one of Spain’s
greatest contributions to world culture, and the Prado’s
jewels are its works by the nation’s three great masters:
Goya, Velazquez, and El Greco.” Fodor

“Jonas Kaufmann joins the ranks of great interpreters
of Verdi’s tragic protagonist.” 

NY Times, June ’17 review of Kaufmann’s first ‘Otello’

“Sondra Radvanovsky is a true inheritor of the Callas
approach to ‘bel canto’ repertory in that she seizes upon
these works as powerful and personal music dramas.” 

Anthony Tommasini, NY Times 

“The biggest ovation went to Kate Lindsey as Cherubino… She
sang breathlessly, making Mozart’s
young lover quite fun and real.” 

Opera Today

“Brilliant Russian mezzo-soprano
Eketerina Semenchuk is terrifying
as the jealous Amneris (San Fran-
ciso’s ‘Aida’).” TheatreStorm

“George Gagnidze brought unusual
depth to the Ethiopian King
Amonasro (in the MET’s ‘Aida’)”.

NY Classical Reviews

Our overdue return to Spain offers a concise
week-long combination of the country’s two
foremost cultural capitals – Madrid and
Barcelona – during the Iberian Peninsula’s
pleasant early spring weather. A minimum of

travel anxiety is assured with direct flights to Madrid
and returning from Barcelona, with an efficient train
ride between the two cities. Our busy schedule con-
centrates on Madrid’s great museums, Barcelona’s
fanciful Antonio Gaudí architecture, and a wealth of
great performances highlighted by an Anniversary
production of Aida at the Teatro Real and Jonas
Kaufmann in one of his only three performances of
the title role of Andrea Chénier at the Liceu. 

On previous occasions, we have been consistently sur-
prised by Spain’s early spring.

Madrid will be our first destination, where a three-night stay
will enable us to visit the city’s two priceless art museums - the
Museo del Prado and the Thyssen-Bornemiza Collection
(both within a few minutes walk of our ideally located deluxe
Westin Palace Hotel). At the beautifully refurbished Teatro

Real, the 200th Bicentennial Celebra-
tion of the theatre’s opening will offer
a spectacular production of Verdi’s
most popular opera, Aida. The Italian
maestro Nicola Luisotti will conduct,
and the international cast will include
Italian soprano Anna Pirozzi as Aida
and Russian mezzo-soprano Ekate-
rina Semen chuk as Amneris.

Our second city – for a leisurely four
nights at the boutique 1898 Hotel
on Las Ramblas – will be the Catalan

Teatro Real, Madrid

17

SPAIN: MADRID & BARCELONA
Friday, March 9th through Saturday, March 17th

Jonas Kaufmann

Sondra 
Radvanovsky

Goya’s Clothed Maja, Prado Museum



capital of Barcelona, which cele-
brated the 150th birthday of their
beloved favorite son Antonio
Gaudí in 2002. Several sightseeing
excursions will focus on the fanci-
ful ‘ar t nouveau’ architecture
accounting for Gaudí’s reputation
as both a genius and a Catholic
saint during the early 1900’s – a
body of work which can only be
appreciated by visiting Barcelona. We are fortunate to
find an irresistible program of four performances which
will take us to three of the city’s major theatres. At the
celebrated Gran Teatre del Liceu, we are among the
fortunate ticket-holders for the season’s highlight of
Giordano’s verismo opera of the French Revolution,
Andrea Chénier, boasting Jonas Kaufmann in the
title role opposite soprano Sondra Radvanovsky and
baritone Carlos Alvarez. A second evening at the Liceu
will be a Concer t Per formance of Handel’s Baroque
opera Ariodante, featuring the MET’s mezzo-soprano
Kate Lindsey in one of her signature ‘trouser’ roles under con-
ductor William Christie leading his ‘early music’ ensemble Les
Arts Florissants. A change of pace will take us into the not-to-
be-missed ornate Art Nouveau Palau de la Musica for a
Recital by the young Polish pianist Rafal Blechacz in a popular
program of Mozart, Beethoven, Schumann and Chopin.  Finally,
our last night will take us to the contemporary L’Auditori for a
concert by the Madrid-based Saint Caecilia Classical Orches-
tra offering a program entitled Immortal Beethoven, which will
include Symphony # 8 as well as the towering Symphony #9
(‘Choral’) with a quartet of vocal soloists and choir for Schiller’s
triumphant Ode to Joy. 

Friday, March 9th, departure from New York’s Kennedy Airport
at 7:00 pm on American Airlines flight #94, in Madrid at 8:15 am
on the morning of the 10th. Or independent travel to Madrid. 

MADRID: MARCH 10TH –   MARCH 12TH

Accommodations for three nights with buffet breakfast at
the deluxe Palace Hotel, which enjoys a central location
within a short walk of both the Prado and the Thyssen-Borne-

miza Museums. The spacious public rooms encompass several
restaurants and cafés as well as a variety of shops on the
premises. The Palace has long been regarded as one of Madrid’s

best hotels, noted for its com-
fortable informality and personal
service. If you wish to arrive a
day early to adjust to the time
change, we will be happy to
reserve your room for the addi-
tional night of March 9th. You
should let us know NOW if you
want the early night. 

Saturday evening, March 10th,
dinner is planned at Rincón de
Esteban, one of the superior
Spanish restaurants within walk-
ing distance of our hotel. This

will be an opportunity to meet other members of the Tour. No
performance this evening. 

At 10:00 am on Sunday morning, March 11th, we will walk a
block from our hotel for a guided visit to the private Thyssen-

Bornemiza Collection of Euro-
pean masterpieces. The Thys sen
contains over 800 paintings rang-
ing from the Italian Renaissance
and Baroque eras to the 17th cen-
tur y Dutch landscapes and
French Impressionists. It is one of
the most valuable private collec-
tions in the world, with works by
Canaletto, Tintoretto, Rubens,

Velazquez and many other European masters.

Early Sunday evening, we look forward to the 6:00 pm
performance of Giuseppe Verdi’s Aida at Madrid’s
grand Teatro Real. This promises to be a spectacular
production to mark the company’s 200th Anniversary
season: “As part of the Bicentennial celbrations, the
Teatro Real pays tribute to its past by recouping part of
the scenery of the 1998 production from its repository.
Acclaimed at that time, ‘Aida’ now returns to the Teatro
Real.” The experienced cast of Verdi interpreters will

include Italian soprano Anna Pirozzi in the title role, Russian
mezzo-soprano Ekaterina Semen chuk as perhaps today’s
definitive Amn -
eris, Korean tenor
Alfred Kim as
Radames, the
Geor gian Verdi
baritone George
Gagnidze as
Amo n  asro, Polish
bass Rafal Siwek
as the High Priest
Ramfis, and Ame -
r ican bass Solo-
man Howard as
the King of Egypt.
The conductor is the San
Francisco Opera’s Music
Dir ector Nicola Luisotti,
and Hugo de Ana is respon-
sible for both the direction
and the scenery. Sung in Ital-
ian with English surtitles. 

Monday morning, March
12th, our 10:00 am guided
visit will introduce you to
the wealth of Spanish paintings in the vast Prado Mus eum
nearby our hotel. The Prado boasts the world’s leading collection
of works by El Greco, Zurbaran, Valazquez, Ribera, Murillo and
especially Goya (both the Clothed Maja and Naked Maja). Visi-
tors from all over the world travel to Madrid to study the Prado’s
priceless holdings. The afternoon is free for you to remain at
your own leisure in the Prado, where there is a convenient
restaurant for lunch.  

Monday afternoon, you may wish to stroll through the beautiful
wooded allées of Retiro Park adjacent to our hotel, or visit the
lavishly furnished apartments of the Palacio Real in the bur-
geoning Eastern Quarter of the city where many new shops
and restaurants have opened. Monday evening is left free for
independent dining. 

Tuesday morning, March 13th, we will enjoy a relaxed three-
hour train ride from Madrid to Barcelona. Spain’s efficient fast-
speed train service is far preferable to the hassle of a flight
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between the two airports inconveniently located outside the
city centers. The first-class train ticket is included
in our package. 

BARCELONA: MARCH 13TH – 16TH

Accommodations for four nights with buffet breakfast at
Barcelona’s Hotel 1898. We have chosen this boutique prop-
erty for its perfect location on the Ramblas, within a few min-

utes walk of our performances at the Liceu Opera. The hotel’s
facilities include a bar/cafeteria and a restaurant serving interna-
tional cuisine, an indoor/outdoor swimming pool and spa, and an
attractive library and business center. The ‘1898’ has recently
been completely renovated and is now considered one of
Barcelona’s most prestigious hotels. 

Early Tuesday evening, March
13th, a ten-to-fifteen minute
orientation walk through the
Gothic Quarter of Barcelona
will introduce you to the old-
est part of the city and take us
to a pre-theatre dinner at the
Bras serie Flo adjacent to the
Palau de la Musica. With
vibrant ‘ar t nouveau’ decor,
this friendly restaurant is
always filled with music lovers
and cultural enthusiasts.  

At 8:30 pm on Tuesday, our
performance will be a Piano
Recital in the ornate Palau
de la Musica. Barcelona’s renowned concert-hall, the Palau is a
dazzling pastiche of fantastic designs and colors by Catalan archi-
tect Luís Domèn ech Montaner. Every visit to Barcelona should
include an opportunity to view the auditorium - “The façade is
richly adorned with mosaics, while the concert hall has extraordi-
narily sumptuous decoration”. (Michelin). Many of the world’s
leading artists and ensembles perform at the Palau, such as this
evening’s visiting pianist Rafal Blechacz. The young Polish virtu-
oso will treat us with a program of works by Mozart, Beethoven,
Schumann and Chopin. 

At 10:00 am on Wednesday morning, March 14th, a half-day
sightseeing excursion will introduce you to the major districts of
Barcelona. The main attraction will be the church of the Sagrada
Familia, the extraordinary masterpiece designed by Barcelona’s
beloved architect Antonio Gaudí, whose 150th birthday in 2002
was the catalyst for widespread urban renovation throughout the
city. Initiated in 1882 but still being completed today, the Sagrada

Familia attracts visitors from all
over the world to view the fantas-
tic spires and to study Gaudí’s
unique conception. This morn-
ing’s excursion will be a revelation
for anyone unfamiliar with his cre-
ativity and his tireless energy.
Gaudí was hit by a streetcar and
died in 1926 at the age of 74, and
there is a strong movement tow -
ards his canonization today. “In

Barcelona a genius has died! In Barcelona a saint has
passed away! Even the stones cry for him.” (La Veu de
Catalunya, Gaudí’s favorite newspaper, 1926).

At 8:00 pm on Wednesday, a stroll down the street from
our hotel on the Ramblas will bring us to the imposing
Gran Teatre del Liceu for a Concert Performance of
George Frideric Handel’s Ariodante. A Baroque land-
mark of melodic lyricism, ‘Ariodante’ is based on can-
tos from Ariosto’s Orlando Furioso depicting the tribu-
lations and eventual happy ending of the vassal prince

Ariodante and Ginevra, daughter of the King
of Scotland. “One of Handel’s most appeal-
ing operas: the story is romantic and unusu-
ally straightforward, and the characters are
portrayed with warm humanity. It is also one
of his greatest; the music is of consistently
high quality… and covers a remarkable
range of emotional expression.” (New Grove
Dictionary of Opera). The cast will star the
versatile American mezzo-soprano Kate
Lindsey in the ‘trouser’ role of Ariodante
and the Israeli coloratura soprano Chen
Reiss as Ginevra. The ensemble will also include French coun-
ter tenor Christophe Dumaux as Polinesso, the Duke of
Albany; Israeli soprano Hila Fahima as Dalinda (Ginevra’s
attendant); German tenor Rainer Trost as Lurcanio (Ariodante’s
brother); and German bass Wilhelm Schwinghammer as the
King of Scotland. The ‘early music’ conductor William Christie
will lead his revered ensemble – Les Arts Florissants. Sung in
Italian with English surtitles. 

Thursday, March 15th, is left free during the day for you to
explore the intriguing areas of Las Ramblas and the Gothic Quar-
ter, both within easy walking distance of our hotel. Other impor-
tant sites during your free time are the Museo de Ar te
Catalunya containing an
unparalleled collection of
Romanesque and Gothic

Rafal Blechzcz

Palau de la Musica, Barcelona

Sagrada Familia
Gaudí’s Casa Battló
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sculpture from the Iberian Peninsula; and the Picasso Museum
housed in a renovated 14th century villa. Or you may wish to
stroll along the broad shopping and residential boulevards which
contribute to the city’s stylish ambience. The 14th centtury
Basilica of Santa Maria del Mar (in the Ribera district near
the Picasso Museum), is one of Europe’s most beautiful Gothic
structures. 

At 8:00 pm on Thursday, we will return to
the Liceu for the sold-out performance of
Umberto Giordano’s Italian verismo classic,
Andrea Chénier. This sizzling music-
drama of the French Revolution is famous
for its challenging arias and duets –
Chénier’s declamatory first-act ‘Improv -
viso’, the surging second-act love-duet for
the poet and Maddalena, the third-act trial
by Robespierre’s mock cour t with the

show-stopping arias ‘Nemico della patria’ and ‘La mamma morta’,
and the heroic final duet inspiring the lovers to choose the guillo-
tine in defiance of tyranny. A highlight of the entire European
Festival season, ‘Chénier’ will be luxuriously cast with Jonas
Kaufmann as the romantic poet (one of his only three perfor-
mances), the MET’s riveting dramatic soprano Sondra Rad-
vanovsky as the aristocratic Maddalena de Coigny, and Spanish
baritone Carlos Alvarez as Carlo Gérard. Pinchas Stein berg is
the conductor, and the staging is directed by David McVicar
with set designs by Robert Jones. Sung in Italian with English
surtitles. Our tickets have been confirmed for this premium-priced
performance. 

At 10:00 am on Friday morning, March
16th, a ten-minute walk down the Ram-
blas will take us to the Palau Güell, a
luxurious private residence designed
by Gaudí featuring many of his motifs.
(The Palau Güell has been recently re-
opened after a prolonged renovation.
Admittance is by reservation only.)

After visiting the Palau Güell, a lunch
of Catalan dishes will be arranged at
Fonda España, located in the Hotel
España near the Liceu Opera. The
Modernist décor of the dining room
was originally created by Montaner, the
architect of the Palau de la Musica. The
popular chef is highly rated for his
imaginative menus.

Friday evening, our Spanish musical
immersion will conclude with an 8:30
pm concer t by Barcelona’s resident
Saint Caecilia Classical Orchestra in
the city’s contemporary state-of-the-art
L’Auditori . The conductor Kynan
Jones will be on the podium for Immor-
tal Beethoven, a program combining his last two symphonies. Sym-
phony No. 8 will be followed by the ‘Beethoven Ninth’, featuring a
quartet of soloists and choir in the final movement Ode to Joy.  

Saturday, March 17th, departure from Barcelona at 9:00 am on
American Airlines flight #67, arriving at New York’s Kennedy Air-
port at 12:55 pm. Or independent departure

. 
Spain

Price per person, based on double occupancy       $ 5,950*

Single room supplement                                        $    980**

Air fare NOT included.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on time of book-
ing. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (see inside back
cover) for current fares.

*Our price includes the first-class
train ticket from Madrid to Barc -
elona, and the ver y high-priced
ticket for Kaufmann’s appearance in
‘Andrea Chénier’. 

**We regret the high single supple-
ment, but please note that single trav-
elers will be accommodated in ‘dou-
ble rooms for single occupancy’.

You should be prepared to walk several
blocks in order to participate in this
Tour, as buses are often not able to
reach our venues in Spanish cities.
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