
“Each summer, the superbly inventive Santa Fe Opera, playing in
a brilliant new theater by James Stewart Polshek on a hilltop north
of town, draws visitors from all around the globe. The annual Cham-
ber Music Festival and extensive dance and theater programs also
help to make Santa Fe feel a bit like Salzburg with margaritas. There
is sorcery in the air here.” NY Times

Eric Owens: “In one of his finest MET roles,
… Mr. Owens sings with poignancy and tender-
ness.” NY Times, Dec. 16, 

review of ‘L’Amour de Loin’. 

Susan Graham: “A voice without regrets,
healthy, rounded, ineffably musical, and eager
for a challenge…” New Yorker

“The most compelling performance of the night
was the Marcello of Edward Parks, whose
warm, velvety baritone filled the house…” 

Opera News, review 
of the MET’s ‘La Boheme’ 

Brenda Rae as Lucia: “She offered melodious
lyricism… and made tenderness and fragility
her own in a Mad Scene in which she was fully
invested.” Vienna Zeitung

Venera Gimadieva: “Her good looks, great
acting and magnificently full voice make her
perfect for the role and this time she was better
than ever.” www.express.co.uk, 

review of ‘La Traviata’, Covent Garden

“Dimitri Pittas had it all… Emotion-laden
singing that seemed to pour out with both
power and ease…”         Opera News, Jan. ’17, 
review of ‘L’Elisir d’Amore’, Covent Garden

Elza van den Heever: “As Elisabetta di Valois, the South African
soprano contributed regal presence and a voice that encompassed all
the demands of the composer.” Opera News, review of ‘Don Carlo’

S anta Fe Opera’’s 2017 season will be the company’s 61st,
with a characteristic variety of proven and unfamiliar works.
We will include all five major opera productions, with a
performance – or a concert – every evening. The open-air
opera house offers an experience that no opera enthusiast

should miss. Now aesthetically covered and protected from occa-
sional evening showers, the Crosby Theatre is dramatically situ-
ated with a spectacular view of the Southwest valley.
This year, all five are new productions – one a world premiere – a
remarkable accomplishment when many other houses are forced
to curtail their plans for reasons of austerity. We are including all
five operas because there is none that we would want to miss dur-
ing General Director Charles Mackay’s ninth. Mr. Mackay’s out-
standing record as the head of Opera Theatre of St. Louis made
him a unanimously popular choice to succeed Richard Gaddes,
who retired from Santa Fe in 2009. The English titles for all five
works are displayed on a screen in front of your seat, similar to the
optimum solution initiated by the MET. 
We will also include a concert by the revered Santa Fe Chamber
Music Festival in the St. Francis Auditorium, a tradition which
has enriched our Tours for many years. The enticing program will
feature the Baroque concerti of Telemann, Vivaldi and Bach. 
In chronological order of composition, the operas will begin with
Handel’s Alcina (1735), among a handful of his most important
18th century works. Next is Donizetti’s lyric tragedy Lucia di
Lammermoor (1835), one of the enduring classics of the ‘bel
canto’ repertory; followed by Johann Strauss’s Die Fledermaus
(1874), the most popular of all Viennese operettas. From the early
20th century, Santa Fe will mount their first-ever production of Rim-
sky-Korsakov’s Russian fantasy, The Golden Cockerel (1907). Fi-
nally, the company has once again commissioned a bold new work
which has already captured the attention of the operatic world –
The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs, by the team of composer Mason
Bates and librettist Mark Campbell. Orchestra tickets for three op-
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eras will be balanced by locations in the
Loge for two performances. In recent
years, our tour members have consis-
tently enjoyed the views and acoustics of
the Loge seats.

Many of today’s most accomplished
artists choose the Santa Fe Opera as an
ideal venue for assuming new and ad-
venturous roles. This year’s casting will
include a number of today’s sought-
after singers: Elza van den Heever,
Anna Christy, Alek Shrader and
Christian Van Horn in ‘Alcina’;
Brenda Rae and Mario Chang in
‘Lucia’; Jane Archibald, Kurt Streit,
Dimitri Pittas and Susan Graham
in ‘Fledermaus’; Venera Gimadieva,
Meredith Arwady and Eric Owens
in ‘Golden Cockerel’; and Sasha
Cooke and Edward Parks in ‘Steve Jobs’. 
This summer, our carefully selected sightseeing excursions will in-
clude a return visit (after several years) to the Gallery of Roxanne
Swentzell, the masterful potter/sculptor whose home in Pojoaque
attracts art-lovers from all over the world; and a first visit to the
home and studio of contemporary artist Lawrence Fodor in his
Santa Fe studio/residence. Both of these private excursions will
avoid the area’s more obvious sites which are overcrowded with
summer tourists.    
Santa Fe’s downtown neighborhood surrounding the historic Plaza
is now in pristine condition following the city’s 400th Anniver-
sary celebration in 2010. There will be ample free time to explore
the Plaza and to visit a number of the city’s major museums.
Our accommodations for six nights will again be at La Posada
de Santa Fe. This luxurious resort is now recognized as Santa
Fe’s premiere ‘old style’ property, in the quiet atmosphere of a lush
garden setting with spacious comfortable rooms and a relaxed out-
door breakfast patio. The location is a few short blocks removed
from the city’s bustling Plaza, and a shuttle bus is available for
those who prefer not to walk. Adjacent to the outdoor swimming
pool is a convenient bar for poolside drinks, salads and sandwiches;
and the fully equipped Spa offers massages, wraps and other treat-
ments. Most importantly, this most desirable property preserves
the authentic charm of old Santa Fe and an outdoor landscape.
Independent arrivals should be on Monday, July 31st. Because there
is a performance on the first evening, we are pleased to offer a lim-
ited number of rooms for the early optional night of Sunday, July 30th,

for those who wish to arrive a day before the
Tour begins. You should notify us NOW if you
want the early night’s accommodation.

Early Monday evening, July 31st, our Tour
will begin with a Buffet Reception in a pri-
vate entertainment area of the hotel. This will
be an opportunity for you to meet other mem-
bers of the Tour.
At 8:00 pm on Monday, our first performance
in the dramatic setting of the Santa Fe Opera
House will be Lucia di Lammermoor. Pre-
miered in Naples in 1835, Gaetano Donizetti’s
‘bel canto’ tragedy follows Sir Walter Scott’s
romantic novel, ‘The Bride of Lammermoor’.
The ensemble cast requires five accom-
plished artists in addition to the challenging
title role, and the score is replete with melodic
arias, romantic duets, and the celebrated Sex-
tet. The great third-act Mad Scene and the
tenor’s concluding ‘scena’ – ‘Fra poco a me ri-

covero – are among the finest achieve-
ments of the composer’s prolific out-
put. This evening’s cast is headed by
the American soprano Brenda Rae (a
star of Germany’s Frankfurt Opera) in
the title role, the young Guatemalan
tenor Mario Chang as Edgardo
(Laird of Ravenswood), and Ameri-
cans Zachary Nelson as Lord Enrico
Ashton (Lucia’s brother) and Chris-
tian Van Horn as the chaplain Rai-
mondo. The conductor will be
Cor  rado Rovaris, and the new pro-
duction is by the team of director Ron
Daniels and set designer Riccardo
Hernandez. Sung in Italian with
English surtitles.

At noon on Tuesday, August 1st, we
will depart for Pojoaque, about 30 – 40

minutes north of Santa Fe, for a visit to the private studio and
gallery of Native American Roxanne Swentzell. This renowned
Santa Clara potter has created a wide range of work which is ac-
claimed internationally and is exhibited today in the Santa Fe Con-
vention Center, the Denver Art Museum, the Heard museum, the
Smithsonian, Cartier in Paris, and the Museum of Wellington in New
Zealand. Ms. Swentzell’s sculptures are often interpretive female
portraits, to bring back the balance of power between the male and
female. Her larger-than-life bronze won Best of Sculpture at the 1999
Indian Market Week. We will also visit the nearby Poeh Museum,
where a further collection of Ms. Swentzell’s work is on display. An
afternoon High Tea is included this afternoon.
At 8:00 pm on Tuesday evening, our performance will be the new
production of Johann Strauss’s Die Fleder-
maus. The most beloved of all Viennese op-
erettas, ‘Die Fledermaus’ boasts a score of
seductive melodies and waltzes which capture
the spirit of 19th century Vienna as aristocrats
and servants indulge in light-hearted ro-
mances, often in disguise. Strauss’ vocal writ-
ing is always demanding and offers a seamless
succession of showpiece arias for a cast of ac-
complished singing actors. Santa Fe’s princi-
pals will be Susan Graham as Prince
Orlofsky (one of her signature ‘trouser roles’), Kurt Streit as von
Eisenstein, Devon Guthrie as his wife Rosalinde, coloratura Jane
Archibald as the maid Adele, Dimitri Pittas as the music teacher
Alfred, Joshua Hopkins as the notary Dr. Falke, and Kevin Bur-
dette as Frosch the jailer. Rory Macdonald will be the conductor,
and director Ned Canty and designer Allen Moyer are in charge
of the staging. Sung in English with English dialogue; opera titles
in English and Spanish.  

Wednesday, August 2nd, is free during the day for independent ac-
tivities. There are countless galleries and shops to explore, as well
as exhibitions at the New Mexico Museum of Art and other
major southwest institutions—such as the extraordinary Girard
Collection of miniature villages and toys in the Museum of In-
ternational Folk Art. The Georgia O’Keeffe Museum opened
in l997 to great fanfare and is within easy walking distance of our
hotel. IMPORTANT: A four-day Museum Pass is included with
our package, which allows entry into the city’s museums at your
own leisure. (Because of our many repeat travelers, we prefer to de-
vote our excursions to out-of-the-way locations instead of the nearby
museums which can be visited on your own.)

Wednesday evening, our 8:00 performance will be the new produc-
tion of  George Frideric Handel’s Baroque opera, Alcina. The com-
plicated and fantastic tale of the sorceress Alcina is set on an
enchanted island and is taken from Ariosto’s Italian classic, ‘Or-
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lando Furioso’. “ ‘Al-
cina’ is one of the great-
est and most popular of
Handel’s operas, thanks
to the rich and expan-
sive invention of the
music, the emotional
range and power
deman  ded from the
singers of the two lead-
ing roles, and the fan-

tasy of the story invi t  ing a variety of allegorical
interpretations.” (New Grove Dictionary of
Opera). The cast of principals will include
South African soprano Elza van den Heever
in the title role, mezzo-soprano Paula Mur-
rihy as the knight Ruggiero (a ‘trouser’ role),
coloratura soprano Anna Christy as Morgana
(Alcina’s sister), mezzo-soprano Daniela
Mack as Brada mante (Ruggiero’s betrothed),
tenor Alek Shrader as Oronte (Morgana’s
lover), and bass-

baritone Christian Van Horn as
Melis so (Ruggiero’s tutor). The con-
ductor is Britain’s ‘early music’ spe-
cialist, Harry Bicket. The director is
David Alden and the scenic designer
is Gideon Davey. Sung in Italian
with English and Spanish titles. 

On Thursday morning, August 3rd,
a 10 – 15 minute drive will bring us
to the residence of Santa Fe artist
Lawrence Fodor, whose paintings
and prints are exhibited and col-
lected extensively in such private and
public collections as the Lannan
Foundation in Santa Fe and the Fort
Worth Modern Art Museum. “In ad-
dition to a studio art career as a painter and printmaker, he has
done curating and fine art consulting, residential design and con-
struction, graphic design, gallery management, set design and pro-
duction for live theater.” (Isabel Rojo). We will enjoy a private
lunch before returning to the hotel in mid-afternoon.  
At 8:00 pm on Thursday evening, we look forward to the Santa Fe
Opera’s new production of Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s The Golden
Cockerel (‘Le Coq d’Or). Premiered in Moscow in 1909, this
fairy tale is the prolific Russian composer’s final work for the stage
and the most popular of his operas throughout Russia and Europe.
It is set in the imaginary realm of King Dodon and concerns the
prophecies of an all-seeing Cockerel, the Queen of Shemakha’s se-
duction of King Dodon to distract him from his military intentions,
and the bloody dénouement as the Cockerel attacks and kills the
king. A wise Astrologer opens the opera in a didactic Prologue and
ends the evening in a reassuring Epilogue. The  Queen of She-
makha has been a ‘tour-de-force’ for lyric coloratura sopranos,
most notably Lily Pons and Beverly Sills, due to the famous Act
Two ‘Hymn to the Sun’. The leading roles will be sung by Russian
soprano Venera Gimadieva making her debut as the Queen of
Shemakha (Ms. Gimadieva caused a sensation in Covent Garden’s
‘Traviata’ last season), tenor Barry Banks as the Astrologer, the
MET’s sought-after Wagnerian bass Eric Owens as King Dodon,
contralto Meredith Arwady as Amelfa, and bass Kevin Burdette
as General Polkan. The conductor is Emmanuel Villaume, and
staging is by director Paul Curran and scenic designer Gary
McCann. Sung in Russian with English and Spanish titles.   
Friday, August 4th, is a free day for independent shopping and
sightseeing.  

Early Friday evening, we will enjoy a pre-theatre buffet dinner
on the grounds of the Opera House. These gatherings of opera en-
thusiasts offer a generous variety of Southwest cuisine in an attrac-
tive outdoor setting adjacent to the auditorium. During the dessert,
we will benefit from an informative lecture on tonight’s world pre-
miere production of The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs. Our
speaker is Desiree Mays, a Santa Fe resident who has achieved
an enviable reputation for her analyses of the operatic repertory.
(Her annual collection of short essays on the season’s operas is
entitled Opera Unveiled and is always available at the Collected
Works bookstore.)
At 8:00 pm on Friday evening, our final opera will be The (R)evo-
lution of Steve Jobs, continuing the company’s outstanding com-
mitment to innovative new works. The composer Mason Bates and
librettist Mark Campbell begin their vision “at a critical moment
in Jobs’ life, examining the people and experiences that shaped
one of the most influential figures of our time: his father’s mentor-
ship, his devotion to Buddhism, his relationships, his rise and fall
as a mogul, and finally his marriage to Laurene Jobs, who showed
him the power of human connection… This world premiere cap-
tures the buzzing sphere of Silicon Valley with a kinetic electro-

acoustic score, an absorbing
non-   linear narrative, and a high-tech
production.” (Santa Fe Opera). Cre-
ating the leading roles will be baritone
Edward Parks as Steve Jobs, mezzo-
soprano Sasha Cooke as Laurene,
tenor Garrett Sorenson as his friend
and business partner Woz, and bass
Wei Wu as his spiritual advisor Kôb -
un Chino Otogawa. The conductor is
Michael Christie, and the produc-
tion is directed by Kevin Newbury
with scenery by Victoria ‘Vita’ Tzy -
kun. Sung in English with English and
Spanish titles. 

On Saturday, August 5th, a late lunch
has been arranged at Il Piatto, an in-

timate bistro on West Marcy Street in the heart of Santa Fe. The
management frequently opens only for us at our designated hour.
Saturday at 5:00 pm, our final event will be a concert by the Santa
Fe Chamber Music Festival. We are always gratified by our
early confirmation for these sold-out pro-
grams. This afternoon’s performance will be
in the St. Francis Auditorium just off the
Plaza and will be devoted to music of the
Baroque era. We will hear two concerti by Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach, one by Georg Phillipp
Telemann, and one by Antonio Vivaldi. No less
than four violin soloists will be among the in-
terpreters: Daniel Phillips, Todd Phillips,
Ida Kavafian, and Martin Beaver.
Independent departures should be on Sunday
morning, August 6th.
Please note:  The Santa Fe area is served by the Albuquerque Airport.
The most reliable transportation from the airport to Santa Fe is of-
fered by Sandia Shuttle Express – 1-888-775-5696 or 505-474-5696.
Reservations and further information can be made by telephone.  A
few flights also fly directly into the small Santa Fe Airport. 

Santa Fe

Price per person, based on double occupancy $ 4,130

Single room supplement $    885

Airfare NOT included.
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