
“Opulent mansions are turned into elegant concert halls. Mostly,
though, it is the music and how it is performed that make Newport
a special experience.” New York Magazine

“The Newport Music Festival fosters the elusive atmosphere that
makes a festival feel like a festival rather than another ho-hum stop
on the concert circuit.” NY Times

Newport: “The most festive of festivals” 
Bernard Levin, London Times

Frederica von Stade: “One of America’s finest artists and singers” 
NY Times

Jake Heggie: “U.S. opera’s most successful composer” 
Opera News

Alexandra Batsios: “A coloratura
tour-de-force”  Opera New;  “A power-
ful, searing soprano”          Opera Now

“A Far Cry has become a pillar of
Boston music life and a success story of
what can be achieved by empowering a
bunch of talented musicians to just be
themselves.” Boston Globe

The Newport Music Festival has established a unique tra-
dition of presenting peerless chamber music programs in the
grand mansions of Newport, Rhode Island. This year
marks the 50th Anniversary Season with an enviable va-
riety of programs ranging from the Italian Baroque concerti

to the contemporary American operatic composer Jake Heggae.
During our four-night stay at the landmark Viking Hotel at the
head of Newport’s grandest Bellevue Avenue, we will attend no
less than six concerts – including the Opening Night event to be
held in The Breakers. After too long a hiatus, we are eager to re-
turn to Newport for this celebration of the Festival’s remarkable
achievement. Chamber concerts and solo recitals have introduced
many renowned artists under the former leadership of founder
Mark Malkovich, and concentrated programs have proven to be
revelatory during seasons devoted to Beethoven, Brahms, Chopin,
Dvorak, Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff, and Schumann – to name
only a few.  

Newport is renowned for the lavish ar-
chitecture of the Robber Baron
Mansions of the late 19th century.
Our musical events will be set in the
extravagant ambience of the Great
Hall of The Breakers, with its Palla-
dian colonnades and massive chande-
liers, or on the grounds of Roseclif f
designed by Stanford White after the
Grand Trianon of Versailles, or at The
Elms overlooking Narragansett Bay
from Bellevue Avenue. (At this early
date, the choice of which mansion has
not yet been finalized for some of our
events.) As always, a distinguished list

The Breakers,
Great Hall

THE NEWPORT MUSIC FESTIVAL
50th Anniversary Season

Thursday, July 5th through Sunday, July 8th 

The Breakers mansion on the Cliff Walk
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of young musi-
cians has been
a s s emb l e d ,
many of whom
will be making
their Ameri-
can debut. 

For Great Per-
f o r m a n c e
Tours’ operatic
enthusiasts,
two high   lights

will be a Recital by the beloved American mezzo-soprano Fred-
erica von Stade, a star of the international opera circuit; and a
‘Meet the Composer’ program featuring the American opera com-
poser Jake Heggie. Mr. Heggie’s ‘Moby Dick’ and ‘Dead Man
Walking’ are among today’s most acclaimed contemporary works
for the stage.

TRANSPORTATION: Newport is only a half-hour from Provi-
dence’s T.F. Green Airport, which is now serviced by major U.S.
airlines. From the airport, local taxis are readily available and offer
transfer to Newport for an estimated $75 - $80. The same holds
true for arrival at Provi-
dence train station if you are
traveling on Amtrak. 

Accommodations for four
nights are at the Viking
Hotel, prestigiously located
at fashionable One Belle-
vue Avenue only a couple
of blocks from the downtown
commercial area. The Viking
is the only large hotel in Newport
which enjoys an old-fashioned
charm redolent of the turn-of-the-
century, but recent additions in-
clude the fully equipped Spa
Terre and a renovated indoor
swimming pool. It is well-known
for the personal service of its own-
ers and management and for its
convenient menus in the One
Bellevue dining room during the
busy Festival. Also open for the
summer months is the Top of

Newport bar and kitchen for more casual fare and drinks. We are
fortunate to have early confirmation for our visit at the height of the
summer season, when most hotels are already fully booked.

Early Thursday evening, July 5th, a cocktail reception or pre-
concert dinnerwill be arranged at the hotel prior to our 8:00 con-
cert. Our party will be an opportunity for you to meet other
members of the Tour. 

At 8:00 pm on Thursday, our first performance will be the Opening
Night Concert. In keeping with the celebratory atmosphere hon-
oring the Festival’s 50th Anniversary, the event will be held in
the grand salon of The Breakers. The program will include An-
tonin Dvorak’s String Quartet, Opus 96 (‘American’); Aaron Cop-
land’s American Songs (his popular cycle which includes ‘Simple
Gifts’, ‘At the River’ and ‘I Bought Me a Cat’); and Felix Mendels -
sohn’s Octet for Strings, Opus 20. , The soloist for Copland’s songs
will be the American baritone Trevor Neal. The Dvorak and
Mendelssohn quartets will be performed by violinists Stephanie
Chase and Misha Keylin, violist Luke Fleming, and cellist
Sergey Antonov.

Friday, July 6th (and several
other periods) – are left free
for independent shopping
and sightseeing.  Newport’s
town center and wharves
contain many designer shops
and galleries catering to the
summer’s fashionable clien-
tele. A stroll down the hill
from our hotel to the center
will take you past many his-
toric houses dating from the
17th and 18th centuries.
Today is also an opportunity to stroll along Cliff Walk for spec-
tacular views of the front facades of the mansions lining Bellevue
Avenue. Tennis enthusiasts will want to include a visit to the Ten-
nis Hall of Fame, a ten-minute walk from the Viking along Belle-
vue Avenue; and the nearby Newport Art Museum’s Cushing
Gallery houses a fine collection of paintings by the American Im-
pressionist Howard Gardiner Cushing. 

Friday and Saturday evenings, you will have the
opportunity for independent dinner at any of
Newport’s fine restaurants before our concerts.

At 8:00 pm on Friday evening,
July 6th, a concert of Antonio Vi-
valdi and Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart will begin with Mozart’s
Sonata for Two Pianos, a virtu-
oso four-hand piece, which will
lead to Mozart’s challenging
Concert Aria – Ch’io mi scorda
di te? – and the Queen of the
Night’s Arias from The Magic
Flute. The second half of the
program will be Vivaldi’s The
Four Seasons, a lyrical series of
violin concerti which remains
his most popular work. The
soloists will include the young
American soprano Alexandra

Viking Hotel

Tennis Hall of Fame court

La Forge Casino and Tennis Hall of Fame

The Elms; 
Chinese Breakfast
Room and Terrace
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Batsios and duo-pianists Daniel del Pino
and Ilya Kazantsev. 

Saturday morning, July 7th, an 11:00 cham-
ber music program will be devoted to the
Baroque works of Johann Sebastian Bach
and Antonio and Domenico Scarlatti. Works

for strings and harpsichord continuo will also feature woodwind
and brass instruments (Further program TBA). This concert will
be performed in Newport’s stunningly beautiful Gothic Revival
Emmanuel Church on Dearborn Street. 

At 8:00 pm on Saturday evening, “One of the most beloved opera
singers of our time, Frederica von Stade, returns to the Newport
Music Festival in a special evening of stunning vocal repertoire.
Full of love and laughter, Ms. von Stade recounts her life and ca-
reer through her anecdotes and vocal selections.” (Newport Festi-
val). Acclaimed for her portrayals of Mozart’s Cherubino,
Massenet’s Charlotte and Cendrillon, Monteverdi’s Penelope, and
Strauss’s Octavian, she will be accompanied this evening by com-
poser Jake Heggie, who has composed a number of songs and op-
eratic roles expressly for her. Their collaboration will include songs
and arias by Leonard Bernstein, William Bolcom, Mahler,
Massenet, Rodgers & Hart, and Stephen Sondheim.  We have care-
fully chosen our dates to include this sold-out event.

On Sunday morning, July 8th, a short walk will take us to the
nearby Newport Art Museum for the 11:00 am ‘Meet the Com-
poser’ program honoring Jake Heggie. This will be a full concert

program with commentary by the
pre-eminent American composer,
whose operas include both ‘Moby
Dick’ and ‘Dead ManWalking’, two
of the most successful contempo-
rary works for the stage. In addi-
tion to several other operas (‘Three
Decembers’, ‘The End of the Affair’
and ‘Great Scott’), he has also ex-
panded the American song litera-

ture with many
short works written
for von Stade, Nathan
Gunn, Steph anie
Blythe and other
opera stars. New   -
port’s outstanding
Art Museum will be
an intimate venue
for this unusual
morn   ing ‘Conversa-
tion/Concert’. 

Sunday evening, a
pre-concert dinner
is planned at one of
Newport’s restau-
rants conveniently
located in the neigh -
 borhood of the Vik -
ing. Depending on
our number, we ex-
pect our dinner to be
at either La Forge
Casino overlook-
ing the grass courts
of the Tennis Hall of Fame or the town’s old-world White Horse
Tavern a few blocks from the hotel.

At 8:00 pm on Sunday, our final concert is a wide-ranging program
of Johann Sebastian Bach’s Brandenburg Con  certo No. 3; Philip

Glass’s Sym-
phony No. 3; Bela
Bartok’s Diverti-
mento for String
Orchestra; and
Osvaldo Golijov’s
tone poem, Tene-
brae. The cham -
ber orchestra will
be the Grammy-
nominated en-
semble, A Far
Cry. Based in
Boston, ‘A Far

Cry’ was founded in 2007 and has been widely acclaimed for the
expertise of the 17 musicians who perform without a conductor.

Independent departure should be on Monday morning, July 9th.
For transfers to the Providence Airport or train station, we recom-
mend Atlantic Taxi Service (401) 239-6600 or Orange Cab of New-
port (401) 841-0030. 

The Newport Festival

Price per person, based on double occupancy                   $ 2,980*
Single room supplement                                                       $    795

* This price reflects the high peak-season cost of the Viking
Hotel and the inclusion of six Festival concerts.

Airfare NOT included.
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