
T he first of our annual New York Tours
will mark the Opening of the Season.
The operatic highlights at the MET will
be the glamorous Opening Night – a
new production of Bellini’s Norma,

 starring Sondra Radvanovsky, Joyce DiDo-
nato, Joseph Calleja and Matthew Rose;
and a revival of Les Contes d’Hoffmann featuring the Italian
tenor Vittorio Grigolo in the challenging title role. We do not often
include the MET’s Opening Night, but this year’s September schedule
is hard to resist. We will also attend the season’s opening program
of the New York Philharmonic, with the recently named new
Music Director Designate Jaap van Zweden leading the orches-
tra in Mahler’s Symphony No. 5. Our fourth performance will be
selected from the fall’s new offerings on Broadway, to be an-
nounced at a later date.  

Our annual Holiday Season Tour will take us to the MET for a
trio of  not-to-be-missed performances during the period of New
York’s fanciful window displays and shopping opportunities prior
to Christmas and New Year’s. We will enjoy the new production of
Bellini’s Norma – with a different cast from September, this time
with the casting coup of Angela Meade and Jamie Barton repris-
ing their sensational Norma and Adalgisa. A second MET opera
will be Massenet’s exotic rarity Thaïs, starring Ailyn Pérez as the
seductive courtesan and Gerald Finley as the tempted holy man.
Yet a third MET evening will be the eagerly anticipated Verdi Re-
quiem, with James Levine leading an international quartet of
soloists – Krassimira Stoyanova, Ekaterina Semenchuk,
Aleksandrs Antonenko and Ferruccio Furlanetto. Our fourth

evening will be a varied program (including
Mozart and Brahms) by the New York
Philharmonic, with Christoph von Doh -
nanyi on the podium and Emanuel Ax the
piano soloist.

Accommodations for four nights for both
holidays will be at the private New York Athletic Club (NYAC),
beautifully located on Central Park South (59th street at 7th Av-
enue). The NYAC offers pleasant, comfortable bedrooms and
many advantages of a large, private club: a spacious dining room
overlooking Central Park from the 11th floor; friendly bars on the
main floor and in the second-floor Tap Room which serves conven-
ient meals; the best-equipped large swimming-pool and sauna/ -
steam room complex in the city; extensive health-club features and
exercise equipment; and a relaxing library with a wide collection
of books and current journals. There are several appealing cafés
and restaurants in the immediate neighborhood, and Carnegie
Hall is only one block away from the 58th street rear entrance. 

A cocktail buffet or dinner will be enjoyed on the first evening
of each weekend, which will provide an opportunity to meet other
members of the Tour. On our last evening, dinnerwill be arranged
in one of the interesting restaurants in the Lincoln Center or
Carnegie Hall area.  

We are pleased to offer you a Guest Pass to the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art on Fifth Avenue at 82nd Street.  Your pass will allow
for free entry at your own convenience into the extensive perma-
nent galleries and all exhibitions not requiring a reserved ticket.
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TWO NEW YORK HOLIDAYS
I. NEW YORK: OPENING OF THE NEW SEASON   

Saturday, September 23rd through Tuesday, September 26th 

II. NEW YORK: HOLIDAY SEASON
Wednesday, November 29th through Saturday, December 2nd     



For our NY Tours, transfers are included for all of our perform-
ances at Lincoln Center. We always walk the short distance to
Carnegie Hall, the Rose Theatre at Columbus Circle, and any
Broadway show at Studio 54. 

I. NEW YORK: OPENING OF THE 
NEW SEASON
SEPTEMBER 23RD  – 26TH

Our ‘New Season’ program will begin on Sat-
urday evening, September 23rd, with an
early cocktail reception or dinner to be fol-

lowed by the 8:00 pm concert by the New
York Philharmonic at Lincoln Center’s
David Geffen Hall. This will mark the first
subscription program of the new season, with
the newly-named Music Director Designate
Jaap van Zweden conducting works by
Philip Glass and Gustav Mahler. Following
Glass’s Concerto for Two Pianos and Orchestra,
Maestro van Zweden will offer his reading of
Gustav Mahler’s expansive Symphony No. 5.
The renowned French piano duo Katia and
Marielle Labèque will be the soloists.

On Sunday afternoon, September 24th, we will
enjoy a Chamber Music Concert on the
Brooklyn Barge, a favorite NY experience of
ours; or a Broadway play or musical to be

chosen from the many new shows opening this spring. (Our choice
will be announced at a later date.) 

At 6:30 pm on Monday evening, September 25th, we are among
the fortunate ticket-holders for the MET’s prestigious Opening
Night of the ’17 – ’18 season. This will be the exciting new produc-
tion of Vincenzo Bellini’s Norma. Premiered at La Scala in 1831,
‘Norma’ is acknowledged to be the pinnacle of ‘bel canto’ opera and
is still revered above all the works of this school (Rossini, Donizetti
and Bellini). “The title role is one of the most taxing and wide-rang-
ing in the entire repertory: a noble character whose tragedy lies
in her fatal love for an enemy of her people. The many different as-
pects of Norma’s temperament are marvelously drawn by Bellini.”
(New Grove Dictionary of Opera). Tonight’s brilliant cast is headed
by the riveting singing-actress Sondra Radvanovsky as Norma,
a role she claimed as her own in 2013 at the MET and in Toronto
last fall. The beloved American mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato
promises to be a mellifluous exponent of Norma’s rival Adalgisa.
The male contingent is headed by the Maltese tenor Joseph
Calleja as the Roman consul Pollione and British bass Matthew
Rose as Norma’s father, the high priest Oroveso. “Sir David
McVicar’s evocative production sets the action deep in a Druid for-
est where nature and ancient ritual rule.” (The MET). Carlo Rizzi
is the Italianate conduc-
tor, and the scenic de-
signer is Robert Jones.
Sung in Italian with MET
titles. 

Our September program
will culminate on Tuesday
the 26th with the MET’s
7:30 pm performance of
Jacques Offenbach’s ro-
mantic French opera, Les
Contes d’Hoffmann. The

handsome Italian tenor
Vittorio Grigolo will
“sing the title role of
the tortured poet in Of-
fenbach’s glittering
treat ment of the tales
of E.T.A. Hoffmann”,
following his breakout
MET season as both
Roméo and Werther.
The female cast will
feature coloratura so-

prano Erin Morley as the doll Olympia, lyric soprano Anita Har-
tig as the consumptive singer Antonia and Stella, mezzo-soprano
Oksana Volkova as the Venetian courtesan Giulietta, and mezzo-
soprano Tara Erraught in her company debut as Nicklausse and
The Muse. The French bass-baritone Laurent Nouri will assume
the roles of the Four Villains. The conductor is Johannes Debus,
and “Bartlett Sher’s production provides a vibrant backdrop for
this operatic journey through the hero’s many l love affairs.” (The
MET). Michael Yeargan is the set designer. Sung in French with
MET Titles. 

Independent departures should be on Wednesday morning, Sep-
tember 27th.    

II. NEW YORK: HOLIDAY SEASON 
NOVEMBER 29TH  – DECEMBER 2ND

Our Holiday Season Tour will begin on Wednesday, November
29th. Following our cocktail reception or dinner, we will at-
tend the MET’s 7:30 pm performance of the Verdi Requiem.

Giuseppe Verdi’s towering choral masterpiece is also considered
one of his consummate operatic compositions, reflecting the florid
and demanding arias assigned to each of the four soloists. The
beloved Music Director Emeritus James Levine will be leading
the MET’s formidable chorus in the dramatic passages of the Dies
Irae, Sanctus and Libra Me, assuring a riveting evening of Verdian
power. The international soloists will be Bulgarian soprano Krassi -
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Erin Morley and Vittorio Grigolo in 
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mira Stoyanova, Russian Mezzo-
soprano Ekaterina Semenchuk,
Latvian tenor Aleksandrs Anto-
nenko, and Italian bass Ferruccio
Furlanetto. As there will only be four
performances, tickets will be at a pre-
mium.

At 7:30 pm on Thursday evening,
November 30th, we will attend a
sub scription concert by the New
York Philharmonic in Lincoln
Center’s David Geffen Hall. The

guest conductor will be the German maestro, Christoph von
Dohnanyi, who has announced a program of Evening Land, a
world premiere by the Danish composer Bent Sorensen (born in
1958); Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 27; and Brahms’ Symphony No.
2. The eminent piano soloist is Emanuel Ax. 

On Friday, December 1st, we will return to
the MET for the 8:00 pm performance of Vin-
cenzo Bellini’s Norma. (Please see the produc-
tion credits detailed in our paragraph above for
the September 25th Opening Night.) On this
occasion, the cast will showcase the pairing of
soprano Angela Meade and mezzo-soprano
Jamie Barton in the pivotal roles of Norma
and Adalgisa. Ms. Meade and Ms. Barton
brought down the house in these portrayals
when ‘Norma’ was last revived, and they re-

peated their ‘tour-de-force’ in Los Angeles to similar acclaim in
1915. Pollione and Oroveso will again be sung by Joseph Calleja
and Matthew Rose. Tonight’s conductor will be Joseph Cola -
neri. Sung in Italian with MET titles. 

Our final Holiday Season
performance will be the
MET’s revival of Jules
Massenet’s Thaïs, at
8:00 pm on Saturday, De-
cember 2nd. Premiered
in 1894 at the Palais Gar-
nier in Paris, ‘Thaïs’ is
one of Massenet’s most
appealing works, high-
lighted by the famous violin ‘Meditation’ interlude, several dazzling
coloratura arias for the title soprano, and passionate scenes depict-
ing the young monk’s illicit attraction to Thaïs. Based on the pop-
ular French novel by Anatole France and infrequently revived
today, this sensuous opera is a powerful and emotional example of
the 19th century’s fascination with exotic Eastern cultures. The
MET’s colorful production is directed by John Cox, with costumes
designed by Christian Lacroix and choreography by Sara Jo
Slate. The principle roles will offer American soprano Ailyn Pérez
(winner of the 2012 Richard Tucker Award) as the Egyptian se-
ductress and Canadian baritone Gerald Finley as the obsessed
monk Athanaël. American bass-baritone David Pittsinger will be
heard as the older monk Palémon. The conductor is Emmanuel
Villaume. Sung in French with MET titles. 

Independent departures should be on Sunday morning, December
3rd.   

Two New York Holidays:

I. September 23rd – 26th
   Price per person, based on double occupancy                 $ 3,180*
   Single room supplement                                                     $    590

II. November 29th – December 2nd     
   Price per person, based on double occupancy                 $ 3,180*
   Single room supplement                                                     $    590

*Because the New York Athletic Club has a limited num-
ber of king-bedded rooms, couples requesting a one-bed-
ded room will be accommodated in a queen-sized bed.
For any couples requesting a king bed, there will be an
additional charge of  $50 per night ($200 for the Tour)
for this upgrade, depending on availability. 

IMPORTANT: For September, our tickets for the MET
will be in the Dress Circle for Opening Night and Prime
Orchestra for ‘Hoffmann’. (A portion of the Opening
Night cost will be designated as tax-deductible on the
ticket stub.) For the Holiday Tour, our MET tickets will
be in the Prime Orchestra for ‘Norma’ and the Grand
Tier for ‘Thaïs’ and the Verdi Requiem. Our tickets for
the NY Philharmonic will be on the main floor. 
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Jules Massenet’s Thaïs, Act II, at the MET
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