
“It is a new day for opera in Miami… Florida Grand
Opera is clearly on the upswing under its new CEO and
general director, Susan Danis.” Opera, March ’14

“The glory of the Cleveland Orchestra remains its bal-
ances: the smooth yet complex blend of its winds, the way
the lower strings offer subtle depth to the higher ones.”

NY Times, Feb. ’16

“All the things I love about life outside music have to do
with people, and playing the cello allows me to fulfill all
those interests through music.” Yo-Yo Ma

“The inspired New World Symphony (under Music Director
Michael Tilson Thomas) utterly matched the elegiac beauty of
Yo-Yo Ma’s playing, which is saying a lot.” NY Times

“Classical music is a living art. Frank Gehry’s entire New Cam-
pus complex of the New World
Symphony is engineered to send
such a message.” 

The New Yorker

“In the 1930’s, an architectural
revolution came to South Beach,
bringing Art Deco to the Beach. To
this day, South Beach remains the
world’s largest collection of
Streamline Modern Ar t Deco
architecture.” 

http.en.wikipedia.org

“No Miami dining experience is
complete without the requisite visit

to Joe’s Stone Crab, an old-school, yet up-scale,
seafood restaurant…”  

So. Florida City Guide

S outhern Florida’s spectacular Atlantic coast
offers an ideal winter getaway, combining the
celebrated coastline of Miami Beach – especially
the uniquely preserved Art Deco architecture
of South Beach – and a thriving cultural scene

stretching from Miami to Ft. Lauderdale.

Miami Beach was also richly enhanced by the 2011 opening of
the Frank Gehry ‘New Campus’ theatre, the acclaimed new
venue for Michael Tilson Thomas (MTT)’s New World Sym-
phony. We have carefully planned our itinerary to include a con-
cert in this latest example of Gehry’s ground-breaking vision.
The theatre has been unanimously praised as the perfect match
for MTT’s progressive concept: “The New World Symphony is a

place where young musicians can
hone their skills and competitive
edge. It serves as a launching pad
for their careers. Now, with the
New World Center as our home,
audiences can witness and partici-
pate in this process as never
before.” (Michael Tilson Thomas).
We will hear the New World Sym-
phony in an exciting orchestral
program including Schuber t’s
Symphony No. 9 (‘The Great’),
and we are fortunate that MTT
himself will be on the podium.

MIAMI & SOUTH BEACH
Tuesday, January 31st through Saturday, February 4th

Florida Grand Opera; Cleveland Orchestra & Yo-Yo Ma Gala; NWS Gehry Theatre

South Beach
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Yo-Yo Ma

Frank Gehry’s New Campus Theater



Our opera will be
Tchaikovsky’s masterful
music drama Eugene
Onegin by the outstand-
ing Florida Grand
Opera (FGO) in down-
town Miami. The com-
pany’s home is the state-
of-the-ar t Adrienne
Arsht Center for the
Performing Arts, the new complex which has invigorated
South Florida’s creative life. Designed by architect Cesar Pelli,
the expansive center contains the magnificent Sanford and
Dolores Ziff Opera House. Under the leadership of General
Director Susan Danis, FGO has earned enviable reviews for all of
its recent productions, highlighted by the brilliant ‘Nabucco’,
‘Pearl Fishers’, and ‘Norma’ we encountered during the past
three seasons. 

Our dates are happily coincident with two concerts by the visit-
ing Cleveland Orchestra, among a handful of today’s foremost
U.S. ensembles. For the first time, we have expanded our visit to
include a fifth night and a thrilling second concert by this
revered orchestra, which will be A Gala Evening with Yo-Yo
Ma. Both programs will be conducted by Austria’s Franz
Welser-Möst. 

Our daytime program will include a return visit to Miami’s Perez
Art Museum, the area’s newest cultural attraction, designed by
the Pritzker Prize-winning Swiss architects Herzog & de Meu-
ron.  There will be ample time to discover the historic Art Deco
district of South Beach – easily accessible from our South

Beach Savoy
Hotel – and
we have plan -
ned a not-to-
b e - m i s s e d
din ner at Joe’s
Stone Crab,
the celebra -
ted seafood
r e s t a u r a n t
nearby the
Savoy.

Our accom-
modations for
f ive nights

(instead of our usual four) will be at the Savoy Hotel, which
enjoys an ideal site at the quiet southern end of South Beach.
“The Savoy is a historic storied Art Deco landmark 75-room, all
suite beachfront hotel nestled in a private neighborhood within
the Miami Beach Art Deco Historic District.” (Savoy Hotel).
Located at 425 Ocean Drive, this landmark property offers easy
access to the beach and to the Art Deco center of the town, as
well as its own swimming pool, fitness center, and Terrace
Restaurant (open until early evening). For later dining, the Savoy
is a comfortable walk from cafés  and restaurants catering to the
exuberant South Beach nightlife. Each of our travelers will
be accommodated in a ‘standard suite with poolside
view’ (one queen/king bed and a double pullout sofa).

Early Tuesday evening, January 31st, a cocktail reception will
be arranged at the hotel. This will be an opportunity for you to
meet other members of the Tour. 

Tuesday evening at 8:00 pm, our first performance will be the
Florida Grand Opera (FGO) production of Pyotr Ilyich
Tchaikovskly’s Eugene Onegin at Miami’s Arsht Center (the

Zif f Opera House) .
Based on Pushkin’s
ironic poem depicting
aristocratic life in St.
Petersburg during the
Romanov era, ‘Onegin’
remains Tchaikovsky’s
most beloved and
romantic opera by virtue
of Tatyana’s soaring ‘Let-

ter Scene’, Onegin’s cynical aria rejecting the virginal love of
Tatyana, the poet Lensky’s haunting aria of farewell before he is
killed in the duel, and several waltzes during celebrations in the
country and St. Petersburg. Tonight’s cast is headed by Russian-
American soprano Dina Kuznetsova as Tatyana, American bari-
tone Franco Pomponi as Onegin, American tenor Chad John-
son as Lensky, American bass-baritone Alex Soare as Prince
Gremin, and the experienced diva Denyce Graves luxuriously
cast as the nurse Filipievna. The Russian conductor Alexander
Polianichko (who has led performances of ‘Onegin’ at both the
Bolshoi and St. Petersburg’s Kirov Opera) will be making his
company debut. The co-production with Opera Carolina is
directed by Jef frey Marc Buchman with scenic designs by
Cameron Anderson. Sung in Russian with English surtitles. 

Wednesday morning, February 1st, we have planned a visit to the
Perez Art Museum in downtown Miami, where the three-story
building designed by the Pritzker Prize-winning architectural firm
of Herzog & de Meuron offers a spectacular view of Biscayne Bay.
The permanent collection of contemporary art and temporary
exhibitions are displayed
in “200,000 square feet of
programmable space for
works of art, educational
activities, relaxation and
dining… Working with
local and international
landscape designers and
horticulturists, the archi-
tects use this space to
‘bring the adjacent
Museum Park into the
museum’ in new and

innovative ways.” (www.pamm.org). Today will be our second visit
to the Perez, which opened in December of 2013 to record-break-
ing crowds throughout the past two years. The museum contains
an unusual gift shop and appealing café overlooking the Bay.  

Wednesday is our only free evening for independent dining in
one of South Beach’s colorful restaurants.

Savoy Hotel pool 
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The daytimes on Thursday, Friday and Saturday are left free for
you to relax on South Beach and to explore the center of the
town on your own. The brilliant colors of the Art Deco style have
been faithfully restored to reflect the original creativity of the
1920’s and ’30’s. From our conveniently located hotel, you will
want to stroll along the boardwalk and to view the seaside blocks
of florid architecture which have become renowned as the epit-
ome of Art Deco. There are many informal restaurants and cafés,
and visitors are free to walk into the lobbies of some of the
smaller hotels to experience the atmosphere of a bygone era. 

Thursday evening February 2nd, at 8:00 pm, we look forward to
a concert by the visiting Cleveland Orchestra at the Arsht Cen-
ter’s Knight Concert Hall. Maestro Franz Welser-Möst, cur-
rently the leader of this ensemble and previously the Music
Director of the Vienna State Opera, will be on the podium for an
all-Scandinavian program. Carl Nielsen’s Violin Concerto will be
followed by Jan Sibelius’ Symphony No. 2. The Danish violin
soloist will be Nikolaj Znaider, whose definitive recording of
the Nielsen concerto is “at once haunting, sublime and effort-
less… a triumph.” (Classical CD Reviews). 

Early Friday evening, February 3rd, we will return to Knight
Concert Hall at 7:00 pm for the sold-out highlight of Miami’s
winter season. This will be the one-night-only Yo-Yo Ma Gala,
showcasing the celebrated Chinese-American cellist as the
soloist with the Cleveland Orchestra. The conductor is again
Franz Welser-Möst, and the program will include Antonin Dvo-
rak’s Cello Concerto featuring Yo-Yo Ma’s iconic interpretation.
(Remaining program TBA.)

Early Saturday eve -
ning, February 4th, we
will enjoy a final din-
ner at Joe’s Stone
Crab, the famous sea -
food restaurant over -
looking the water on
Washington Avenue at
the foot of South
Beach.  Discerning din-
ers from all over the
region flock to this
unique landmark estab-
lishment. Our memo-
rable dinner at Joe’s
Stone Crab has been a
highlight of our recent
Tours. 

At 7:30 pm on Saturday,
our last per formance
will be a subscription
concer t of the New
World Symphony

(NWS), which owes much of its reputation to its dynamic Artis-
tic Director, Michael Tilson Thomas (MTT). In the heart of
South Beach, this fine ensemble of youthful instrumentalists has
achieved the reputation of Miami’s premier orchestra and pre-
sents a series of winter concer ts illuminating imaginative
themes. This evening’s program will of fer works by Anton
Webern (Five Movements) and Alban Berg (Three excerpts from
the opera ‘Wozzeck’) and Franz Schubert’s exhilarating Symphony
No. 9 (‘The Great’). As our schedule fortuitously coincides with
MTT’s winter visit to Miami, he will be on the podium for this
stimulating concert. Virtually all of this season’s events in Frank
Gehry’s New Campus are already sold out in response to the
critical praise for the thrilling new venue opened in 2011. “With

the opening of the New World Center, Greater Miami sets itself
apart from other global cities. No building in recent years will
have as profound an effect on so many fields of endeavor and so
many aspects of society and culture as this.” (Miami Herald). 

Independent departures should be on Sunday, February 5th. 

Miami & South Beach

Price per person, based on double occupancy                  $ 2,975*
Single room supplement                                                       $    880*

*Our price is higher-than-normal, reflecting five nights at the hotel
instead of our usual four. Our accommodations are all in ‘standard
suite with poolside view’. Each suite contains one king or queen bed
and a double pullout sofa.

You should arrange your travel to either the Miami or Ft. Laud-
erdale Airport, depending on your own convenience. Taxis are
readily available for transfer to South Beach, about 25 – 30 min-
utes from either airport. 

Airfare NOT included.

Frank Gehry’s New Campus Theatre
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Cleveland 
Orchestra with 

Franz 
Welser-Möst 
conducting

Arsht Center, Ziff Opera House


