
   Italy’s ‘Marche’ Province: “It is a bucolic landscape of undulating
hills and lush river valleys squeezed between the soaring peaks of the
A  pennines to the west and the long coastline to the east… There are
so many medieval towns that even the most comprehensive guidebook
cannot list them all, each with something warranting a visit. There
are a great number of fanciful castles, palaces and Gothic and Ro-
manesque churches. . .  And then there is the food.” 

N.Y. Times, ‘Ancient Towns by the Adriatic’

The dramatic and melodic riches of the music raise the thought, not
for the first time, that in terms of sheer natural genius… Rossini
was the most gifted of all Italian composers in any genre.” (Opera)
“He was born in Pesaro in one of the most important regions for
Italian art… a region worth visiting through a time travel back in
the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.”           www.eventoitaliano.it

Macerata: “Since 1967, the Arena Sferisterio has had plenty to offer
in terms of quantity and quality in the field of open-air opera, and
has become a valid alternative to the Verona Arena… Sovrintendente
Claudio Orazi’s shrewdness as an administrator and intelligent artis-
tic decisions have managed to make this city in the Marche an island
of good sense in the sea of waste characteristic of the Italian operatic
scene.” Opera

“Because Ravenna spent much
of its history looking to the East,
its greatest art treasures show
much Byzantine influence: above
all, Ravenna is a city of mosaics,
the finest in Western art.” Fodor

Irene Theorin: “The powerful
Swedish soprano impressed as
Turandot, with vibrant dramatic
accents and solid treble.”El Pais

Dmitry Korchak: “The find of the evening was the Russian tenor
(as Nadir, ‘Pearl Fishers’): Ardent and passionate, with a ravishing
high tessitura.” Sydney Morning Herald

Maria José Siri: “Selected by Riccardo Chailly as the protagonist of
Madama Butterfly for the inauguration of the ’16 –’17 season at La
Scala…” www.mariajosesiri.com

“John Irvin brings a handsome tenor voice… with a searing por-
trayal of the diva’s doomed accompanist.” 
New City Stage, review of Lyric Opera’s premiere of ‘Bel Canto’

After receiving unanimous accolades from our travelers, we
do not want to lose the momentum for this unusual Tour
which embraces two major opera festivals on Italy’s Adriatic
coast in the late summer: the Macerata Opera in the spec-
tacular outdoor Teatro Sferisterio, and the Rossini Festi-

val in Pesaro. Macerata and Pesaro are both small Italian towns
that invite you to walk through the c harming streets to discover
the artistic riches and intrinsic allure of this relatively unfamiliar
region. This will mark our fourth consecutive pairing of these two
festivals. 

We will begin our Tour in the
unspoiled hilltown of Macerata,
where the extraordinary Teatro
Sferisterio is the setting for a
season of outdoor operas, simi-
lar to Verona but in a unique the-
atre with even better sight-lines.
The repertory is usually drawn
from the most popular and well-
known operas, making an ideal
balance with Pesaro. Our four-
nights in Macerata this summer

ITALY: MACERATA OPERA & PESARO’S ROSSINI FESTIVAL
Thursday, August 10th through Saturday, August 19th

View of Macerata

Pesaro Piazza del Popolo
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will encompass a trio of productions of favorite works from the
grand tradition of 19th century Italian opera – Giuseppe Verdi’s
Aida and two of Giacomo Puccini’s beloved masterworks –
Madama Butterfly and Turandot.

Immediately following Macerata, an easy bus transfer will take us
to the Adriatic coastal town of Pesaro, home of the internationally
renowned Rossini Festivalwhich has established an enviable rep-
utation for mounting many of the composer’s unfamiliar works –
such as ‘Ermione’, ‘Armida’ and ‘Bianca and Falliero’. The past
decade has also included notable productions of Rossini’s most
popular works, such as the challenging ensemble comedy ‘Il Viag-
gio a Reims’, the buffo comedies ‘La Cenerentola’ and ‘Il Turco in
Italia’, and the seldom encountered ‘La Donna del Lago’ and
‘William Tell’. The program for 2017 during our four-night visit to
Rossini’s birthplace is also exceptional and will include all three of
this year’s major productions: a revival of Il Viaggio a Reims; a
new production of the lyric tragedy The Siege of Corinth; and the
rarely encountered melodrama Torvaldo e Dorliska. 

Our excursions will include day trips to Ravenna to view the price-
less early Christian mosaics; and to the village of Recanati, where
the Museo Gigli preserves the memory of their most famous na-
tive son Beniamino Gigli. En route between Macerata and Pesaro,
we plan to stop in the town of Jesi to visit the exquisite Teatro
Pergolesi. For our imaginative travelers who are searching for

something unusual,
away from the obvi-
ous Italian cities, we
strongly recom-
mend this blend of
Rossini’s multifac-
eted genius with the
thrill of Macerata’s
expansive staging of
the most beloved of
all Italian operas.

Thursday, August
10th, departure

from New York’s Kennedy Airport at 6:05 pm on Alitalia flight #603,
arriving at Rome’s Fiumicino Airport at 8:40 am on the morning
of the 11th. This connects with Alitalia #1127 at 10:20 am, sched-
uled to arrive at Italy’s Ancona airport at 11:25 am. Our bus or van
will meet this flight and transfer you to Macerata, about a half-
hour’s drive. (Or independent travel to Ancona, and independent
taxis to Macerata.)

MACERATA: AUGUST 11TH – 14TH

Accommodations for four nights with a generous buffet
breakfast included at Macerata’s Hotel Arena, a small first-
class hotel located in the center of the old town on Vicolo

Sferisterio, a stone’s throw from the Teatro. The Arena is effi-
ciently managed with friendly personal service and is very much
in demand in Macerata, as there are hardly any other hotels within
the confines of the hilltown.  The rooms are simple, but are air-
conditioned and contain most modern conveniences. The Arena
has a comfortable breakfast room and a small bar/lounge area.
There are several restaurants within easy walking distance. 

Friday, August 11th, Italian aperitifs and hors d’oeuvres will be
served in the main lounge of the hotel.  This will be an opportunity
to meet other members of the Tour.  No performance is included
on our first evening.

Saturday morning, August 12th, a guided ‘walking tour’ is
arranged to familiarize you with the principal streets and monu-
ments of the medieval town.  Macerata’s several imposing Gothic
churches (the Duomo and San Giovanni) and Renaissance piaz-
zas (especially the Piazza Vittorio Veneto) are best discovered
on foot through the winding streets of this charming, unspoiled
hilltown.  You will want to linger in the cafes and browse through
the center’s shops on the Piazza della Libertá once you know
your way around.

The unique Teatro Sferisterio is an expansive l9th-century neo-
classical edifice designed by Iraneo Aleandro, surmounted by a
grandiose Doric colonnade and one hundred and four consecutive
boxes. The harmonious lateral amphitheatre seats five thousand
spectators, with everyone remarkably close to the action on the
stage. The acoustics are exceptional for both the voices and the
orchestra, and the Festival is famous for
its “wide, cinemascope-shaped space orig-
inally used for a ball-game akin to pelota”
(Opera), ideally suitable for the traditional
Italian repertory.

On August 12th, our first performance in
the spacious Teatro Sferisterio, which
begins late in the evening after dusk (9:00
pm), will be Puccini’s Madama Butterfly
in a co-production with Palermo’s Teatro
Massimo. The Uruguayan soprano Maria
Josè Siri will be heard in the demanding
role of Cio-Cio-San, which has become her
signature calling card at La
Scala and through out Eu-
rope.

18

Recanati
Aerial
view of
Teatro

Sferisterio

Antonello
Palombi

Maria Josè Siri

Teatro Sferisterio



She will be supported by an all-Italian contingent of tenor Antonello
Palombi as the callous Pinkerton; baritone Alberto Mastromarino
as the American Consul, Sharpless; mezzo-soprano Manuela
Custer as Suzuki; and Nicola Pamio as the marriage-broker Goro.
The conductor is Massimo Zanetti, and the staging is directed by
Nicola Berloffa with sets designed by Fabio Cherstich.

Sunday morning, August 13th, an excursion will take us to the
nearby village of Recanati, The home town of the poet Giacomo
Leopardi and the 20th century world-renowned tenor Beniamino

Gigli, Recanati is important for us by virtue
of the Gigli Museum. Recanati also boasts
the new Villa Colloredo-Mels, a splendid
18th century villa with a room of four Lorenzo
Lotto paintings. Lotto’s Annunciation is one of
the priceless art treasures of the Marche re-
gion. We will enjoy lunch today in Recanati’s
Borgo Antico restaurant before returning to
Macerata in mid-afternoon. 

At 9:00 pm on Sunday evening, our perform-
ance in the Sferisterio will be Puccini’s final
work for the stage, Turandot. The seamless
succession of gripping scenes accounts for
the perennial popularity of this dramatic
score, which boasts Turandot’s ‘In questa
reggia’, Calaf’s ‘Nes-
sun dorma’, and Liu’s
‘Signore, ascolta’ and
‘Tu che di gel sei
cinta’. Macerata’s in-

ternational cast will offer Swedish soprano
Irene Theorin as the icy Princess Turan-
dot opposite South Korean tenor Rudy
Park as a stentorian Prince Calaf. Spanish
soprano Davinia Rodriguez will portray
the slave-girl Liu, who gives her life to pro-
tect the secret of Calaf’s name. The con-
ductor is Pier Giorgio Morandi, and the
production is directed by Ricci/Forte
with scenery designed by Nicolas Bovey. 

Monday, August 14th, is left free to relax
in Macerata and to enjoy walking around
the old town. In the early evening, a pre-
opera dinner is planned at Osteria dei
Fiori, a favorite restaurant serving deli-
cious regional dishes. On via Lauro Rossi,
the Osteria is within easy walking distance
of the hotel. 

At 9:00 pm on Monday evening, our third
and final Macerata opera will be Aida.
Giuseppe Verdi’s grandest and most pop-
ular opera will be a spectacular staging in
the Sferisterio’s wide setting. The all-Ital-
ian cast of principals will feature soprano
Maria Pia Pisci telli as Aida, mezzo-soprano Sonia Ganassi as
her rival Amneris, tenor Stefano La Colla as her lover Rada mes,
baritone Stefano Meo as her father Amonasro, and bass Giacomo
Prestia as the High Priest Ramfis. Riccardo Frizza will conduct,
and the lavish co-production with Bologna’s Teatro Comunale is di-
rected by Fran cesco Micheli and designed by Edoardo Sanchi.

Tuesday morning, August 15th, transfer by private bus from Mac-
erata to Pesaro, approximately a two-hour drive along the Adriatic

coast. En route today,
we will interrupt the
drive with a stop in the
town of Jesi, where the
Teatro Pergolesi is of
particular interest for
opera enthusiasts. Dat-
ing to the 18th century,
this opera house was
named for the local-
born composer Gio-
vanni Battista Pergolesi on the 170th
anniversary of his birth. 

PESARO: AUGUST 15TH –
18TH

Accommodations for four nightswith buf-
fet breakfast included at the seaside Excelsior Hotel, located
directly across the street from the town’s Adriatic beach and

containing an excellent restaurant.  We are fortunate to have se-
cured early reservations at this five-star ‘spa hotel’, which ranks
among the finest of the resort properties on the coast. The spa of-
fers a full service of massage treatments, sauna and exercise equip-

ment. The ’59 Rest aurant serves
outstanding local menus.

Now entering its thirty- sixth season, the
Rossini Festival has achieved world-
wide recognition for its scholarly editions
of such Rossini rarities as well as the rev-
elatory 1994 ‘Semiramide’, and the defin-
itive 1995 ‘Guillaume Tell’.  The greatest
of today’s Rossini interpreters return reg-
ularly to celebrate the composer’s prolific
genius. The town is a veritable mus   eum
to its most illustrious native son.

Tuesday evening at 8:00 pm, we’ll attend
our first performance at the Teatro Ros -
sini for the Rossini rarity Torvaldo e
Dorliska. An early
work first performed
in Rome in 1815
when the composer
was only twenty-two,
this ‘dramma semi-
serioso’ celebrates
the rescue of the ro-
mantic lovers (the
title tenor and so-
prano) by a pair of
‘buffo’ characters
(Giorgio, the castle’s
custodian, and his

wife Carlotta). The tyrannical Duke of Ordow
is eventually over thrown and executed at the
demands of the local villagers. Russian tenor
Dmitry Korchak and Georgian soprano Sa-
lome Jicia will be heard as Torvaldo and
Dor liska, with Carlo Lepore and Raffaella
Lupinacci as Giorgio and Carlotta. Marco Mimica will portray
the villainous Duke, and Filippo Fontana will assume the role of
his turncoat henchman Ormondo. The revival production from
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2006 is directed by
Mario Martone
with scenic de-
signs by Sergio
Tramonti. The
conductor is Fran -
 cesco Lanzillotta. 

Wednesday morn-
ing, August 16th,
we will attend the
11:00 am perform-
ance of Il Viaggio
a Reims in the
Teatro Rossini.

Premiered in Paris in 1825 to honor the coronation of Charles X,
“this cantata scen ica is one of Ros sini’s most elab orate and most
consistently inspired compositions”. The comic libretto is reminis-
cent of The Canterbury Tales, with each major character offering
a virtuoso aria in honor of the King. Among the leading characters
are the Contessa di Folleville and her maid Modestina, the German
Barone di Trombonok, the fanatical antiquarian Don Profondo, the
Spaniard Don Alvaro and his companion the Polish Marchese Me-
libea, and the militant Lord Sidney. “The entertainment is crowned
by the reappearance of Corinna (the leading soprano, a celebrated
Roman poetess) . . . before the final spectacular tableau in honor
of the French royal family.” Rarely encountered today because of
the requisite large ensemble cast to, ‘Viaggio’ promises to be a
highlight of this year’s Festival performed by the Filarmonica
Gioachino Rossini and artists from the Accademia Rossiniana. 

At 8:00 pm, a second performance on Wednesday will be the new
production of Rossini’s The Siege of Corinth in the Adriatic
Arena. Set during the year-long Siege of Calais (1347) during the
Hundred Years’ War, the melodic ‘bel canto’ score is replete with
demanding arias and extended duets which proved the vehicle for
Beverly Sills’ memorable MET debut at the height of her career,
opposite Shirley Verrett. It was premiered at the Paris Opera in
1826 and will be sung in the original French
version as ‘Le Siège de Corinthe’. The prin-
cipal roles will be sung by soprano Nino
Machaidze as Pamyra, Cecilia Molinari as
Ismène, tenor John Irvin as Cléomène,
tenor Sergey Romanovsky as Néoclès, and
bass Alex Esposito as Mahomet II.
Roberto Abbado will be the conductor of
the visiting orchestra and chorus of
Bologna’s Teatro Comunale. The innovative
Barcelona-based team of La Fura dels
Baus is responsible for the direction and the
scenery.  

Early on Thursday, August 17th, a not-to-be-
missed full-day excursion will take us to the
Byzantine capital of Ravenna, about an hour
and a half north of Pesaro on the coast.  “The
Ravenna mosaics are the finest in Europe,
surpassing even those of Constantinople,
Palermo and Venice.  Dante, in the Divine
Comedy, described them as ‘a symphony of colour’, their chief char-
acteristics being clarity, harmony, bright colours and decorative
rhythm of design.” We will visit the 5th century Tomb of Galla
Placidia with its dazzling lapis lazuli stones and the adjacent
Church of St. Vitalis, consecrated by Archbishop Maximillian in
547.  After a lunch in the popular Ristorante Bella Venezia, we

will stop to view the Basilica of St. Apollinaris in Classe three
miles outside the town, with a majestic interior of twelve great
arches and a triumphal arch and chancel adorned with magnificent
mosaics.  We plan to return to Pesaro in the late afternoon. No per-
formance this evening.

A late morning walking tour of Pesaro’s town center is planned for
Friday, August 18th. Pesaro has a sunny Adriatic beach and is
known for Rossini’s birthplace (via Rossini 24). A visit to the
Rossini House Museum will take us through the quiet streets
of the historic city centre. A highlight will be the Municipal Mu-
seum of Palazzo Mosca containing exceptional Umbrian pottery
and ceramics as well as an important collection of Italian Primitive
painters from the early Renaissance.  The jewel of the museum is
Giovanni Bellini’s luminous Pala di Pesaro (1475), an immense
altarpiece representing the Virgin and many associated scenes.
Art historians from throughout the world travel to Pesaro only to
study this great work.

Friday evening,
dinner is arran -
ged for us at Ste-
fano Ciotti’s
N o s   t r a n o
restaurant – a
perfect finale
celebration. 

Saturday, Au-
gust 19th, de-
parture by bus
for Ancona’s air-
port in time for
Alitalia flight
#1128 at 11:55
am, arriving at
Rome’s Fiumi-
cino Airport at
1:00 pm. This
connects with
Alitalia #610,
d e p a r t i n g
Rome at 2:45 pm and arriving at
New York’s Kennedy Airport at
6:20 pm. Or independent depar-
ture from Ancona. 

You should expect to walk 15 – 20 minutes and be able to negotiate
flights of stairs to participate in this Tour, as it is impossible for a bus
to reach some of our destinations any closer. Vehicles are NOT al-
lowed in the inner areas of most Italian cities and hill towns.  

Pesaro & Macerata

Price per person:, based on double occupancy                 $ 5,470*
Single room supplement                                                      $    880*       

*NOT included in our price are the new Italian city taxes, which you
should expect to pay when departing the hotels. These small taxes (per
person per night) are 1 euro in Macerata and 2 euros in Pesaro. 

Air fare NOT included.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on time of book-
ing. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (back-page cover) for
lowest current fares..
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St. Apollinaris 

in Classe; 
Empress

Theodora, 
detail

Teatro Rossini in Pesaro

20

John Irvin

Nino Machaidze


