
The Royal Shakespeare Co.,
Stratford-upon-Avon: “The RSC is
probably the most famous classical
theatre company in the world.”

www.rsc.org.uk

“Sondra Radvanovsky’s voice sounded huge and radiant… She
negotiated the coloratura hurdles with ease.” 

NY Times, review of the MET’s ‘Maria Stuarda’

“Aleksandrs Antonenko has the voice for this punishing role,
which puts him in a select group.” NY Times
Anthony Tommasini’s review of the MET’s Opening Night ‘Otello

“Thomas Hampson is the thinking man’s baritone, equally at
ease in everything from Mahler to American musicals.” 

The Independent

“The crowd went wild for Vittorio Grigolo. He sang urgently,
moving with boyish impetuosity, acting with athletic ardour and
singing tirelessly with equal parts bravado and finesse.” 

Life & Arts, Martin Bernheimer 

“The soprano Sonya Yoncheva is poised for stardom.”  NY Times

Simon Russell Beale: “The greatest stage actor of his
generation.” The Independent

F or our annual Thanksgiving Tour,
we are returning to London for
the first time this year for a pair
of operatic highlights at Covent
Garden’s Royal Opera House.

First, the company’s Music Director Antonio Pappano will be
our conductor for Puccini’s melodic Manon  Lescaut, featuring
the MET’s Sondra Radvanovsky in the challenging title role
after her extraordinary triumph as Donizetti’s three Tudor
Queens this season. Second will be Offenbach’s most enduring
French work, Les Contes d’Hoffmann, starring Italian tenor
Vittorio Grigolo as Hof fmann, Russian soprano Sonya
Yoncheva as Antonia, and the versatile baritone Thomas
Hampson portraying all four villains. A third musical evening
will be a Chamber Concert in London’s intimate Wigmore Hall
– one of the city’s most beautiful venues. With four nights at the
Kingsway Hall Hotel ideally located a few blocks from the
opera house, we have planned a traditional Thanksgiving
Dinner at Browns Restaurant in St. Martin’s Lane nearby
Covent Garden.

The 400th Anniversary of William Shakepeare’s death is being
widely honored this year throughout the English-speaking
world. The second part of our Tour will take us to the Bard’s
birthplace of Stratford-upon-Avon, where we will enjoy the
revered Royal Shakespeare Company’s performance of The
Tempest, with the great English actor Simon Russell Beale in
the pivotal role of Prospero. A second play in Stratford will be
The Seven Acts of Mercy, an intriguing contemporary mystery
involving Caravaggio’s eponymous painting. For a three-night

Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden;
Royal Shakespeare Theatre,
Stratford-upon-Avon
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weekend, we are fortunate to have confirmed accommodations at
Stratford’s charming Arden Hotel adjacent to the theatres.
Often not available, the small Arden is where everyone wants to
stay in Stratford. 

In recent years, we have appreciated the late fall as our preferred
season to enjoy London, rather than the frantic summer months
when traf fic is stagnant and museums and restaurants are
overcrowded. Our combination this year of Covent Garden’s
highlights with a celebratory visit to Stratford (not often included
on our music Tours) promises to be a rewarding Thanksgiving
holiday for old and new friends. You should
respond early to avoid disappointment, as space for
Covent Garden and Stratford is very limited. 

Sunday, November 20th, departure from New
York’s Kennedy Airport  at 10:55 pm on British
Airways flight #182, ar riving at London’s
Heathrow Airport at 10:45 am on the 21st. Or
independent travel to London. 

LONDON:  
NOVEMBER 21ST – 24TH

A ccommodations for four nights with full
buf fet breakfast at the Kingsway Hall
Hotel, a discovery for us which has proven

to be notably popular on our recent London
Tours. The Kingsway Hall is a comfortable, fully-
serviced four-star property ideally located a few
minutes walk from Covent Garden and within
reasonable walking distance of many West End
theatres. For our evening schedule, you will be grateful that we
will not have to rely on early bus departures during London’s
infamous rush-hour traffic. The Kingsway Hall’s public rooms
include the Harlequin Restaurant and the Lounge Bar, and
there is a small gym with Jacuzzi and steam room. Many
attractive restaurants, cafés and shops are easily accessible in the
Covent Garden neighborhood. 

IMPORTANT: If you prefer to arrive a day early to adjust to the
time change, we will be happy to reserve your room for the
additional early night of November 20th. Please notify us NOW,
as hotel rooms in London are always in great demand.

Monday evening, November 21st, a relaxed dinner will be
arranged in the hotel’s restaurant. This will be a convenient
oppor tunity to meet other members of the Tour. (No
performance this evening.)

Because of our relatively short time in London, Tuesday and
Wednesday daytimes are left free for your to enjoy the city’s

wealth of museums and for other
independent activities. Most West
End theatres of fer Wed nesday
afternoon matinees. Of particular
importance during your free time
are the National Gal lery, with its
priceless Sainsbur y Wing of
Italian Renaissance masters; the
Tate Gallery’s foremost collection
of the British school, especially
Turner and Constable; and the
Royal Acad emy on Piccadilly.
Across the River Thames not far
from the Royal National Theatre
complex is the Tate Modern, with
an out standing café for lunch or a

break for coffee or tea. You will also want to browse in the stylish
shops along Bond Street and throughout Mayfair. 

At 7:30 pm on Tuesday, November 22nd, our first performance
will be the Royal Opera’s staging of Giacomo Puccini’s Manon
Lescaut at Covent Garden. Puccini’s revised version was
premiered at La Scala in 1894, yielding a more passionate and
richly orchestrated delineation of Abbé Prevost’s classic French
novel than the glittering Massenet setting of the same story. The
title soprano’s two poignant arias and a series of dramatic arias
for the tenor are the solo highlights, and the extended Act Two

love-duet with Wagnerian over tones is a
remarkable achievement by the youthful Puccini.
London’s brilliant cast of fers the pairing of
American soprano Sondra Radvanovsky and
Latvian tenor Aleksandrs Antonenko as Manon
and the Chevalier des Grieux. Ms. Radvanovsky
has been lionized this season for her career-
defining portrayal of Donizetti’s three Tudor
queens, while Mr. Antonenko opened the MET’s
season with his powerful Otello. The Romanian
baritone Levente Molnár will complete the trio
of prin cipals as Manon’s protective brother,
Lescaut. The Royal Opera’s Music Director
Antonio Pappano is the conductor, and the
prod uction is directed by Jonathan Kent with
sets designed by Paul Brown. Sung in Italian
with English surtitles. 

On Wednesday evening, November 23rd, an
evening of intimate Chamber Music will take us to
London’s Wigmore Hall, one of our favorite
venues whenever our
schedule fits with their

imaginative programs. At 7:30 pm, we will
enjoy works for cello and piano by Edvard
Grieg, Leos Janacek, Frank Bridge and Jan
Sibel ius. The Norweg ian ar tists will be
cellist Truls Mork and pianist Havard
Gimse . Mr. Mork was the first
Scandinavian prize-winner of the Moscow
Tchaikovsky Competition, and Mr. Gimse
is a noted inter preter of Sibelius’ solo piano
repertoire. 

At 4:00 pm on Thurs -
day, November 24th,
Thanksgiving Din -
ner is already reser  -
ved at Browns Rest -
au rant  on St. Martin’s
Lane. In the heart of
Covent Garden,
Browns is housed in
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Kingsway Hall Hotel;
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a converted building which was formerly the
Westminster County Court.

Following Thanksgiving Dinner, we will
return to the Royal Opera House for the
6:30 pm early curtain of Jacques Offenbach’s
19th century French opera, Les Contes
d’Hof fmann. Offenbach’s most enduring
work is based on the fantastical tales of the
German Romantic writer/composer E.T.A.
Hoffmann. “The opera explores the disheveled
Hoffmann’s imaginings through three dream-
like stories of doomed love: the black comedy
of the Olympia act, the sensuous menace of
the Giulietta act, and the tragic romance of the
Antonia act.” (Royal Opera). This is a revival
of the company’s long-term hit production
directed by the popular late film director John
Schlesinger (‘Darling’, ‘Midnight Cowboy’,
‘Sunday Bloody Sunday’.) The spectacular sets
are by William Dudley, and the conductor
will be Evelino Pidò. The international cast is
headed by Italy’s handsome tenor Vittorio
Grigolo in the high-tessitura title role and
American baritone Thomas Hampson in the
challenging assignment of the Four Villains.
The female contingent will include Russian
coloratura soprano Sofia Fomina as the doll
Olympia, British mezzo-soprano Christine
Rice as the Venetian courtesan Giulietta,
Bulgarian lyric soprano Sonya Yoncheva as

the  consumptive singer Antonia, and American mezzo-soprano
Kate Lindsey in one of her signature ‘trouser’ portrayals as
Nicklausse. Sung in French with English surtitles. 

Friday morning, November 25th, we will transfer to the village of
Stratford-upon-Avon, about two hours northwest of London.

STRATFORD: 
NOVEMBER 25TH – 27TH

Our weekend immersion in Shakespeare’s home town will be
greatly enhanced by our accommodations for three nights at
Stratford’s Arden Hotel. We are fortunate to have secured

our reservations at this small hotel especially recommended by
the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC). “The Arden Hotel is
situated directly opposite our theatres, making it the ideal place to
stay. The Arden has undergone a multi-million pound refurb -
ishment to create an elegant and sophisticated 45-bedroom
boutique-style hotel. It boasts the stylish Waterside Brasserie,
Champagne bar, and beautifully decorated rooms with views over
the River Avon.” (RSC).

Friday evening, November 25th, we will attend the 7:15 pm
performance of The Tempest in the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre across the street from our hotel. The consummate
British actor Simon Russell Beale returns to the company in
the pivotal role of Prospero, and the director will be Gregory
Doran. Original music to accompany Shakespeare’s poetic
romance is being composed by Paul Englishby. Dating from
1610 – ’11, “The suggestion that in The Tempest the dramatist is
himself taking leave of the stage, and that Prospero’s
renunciation of his magic is Shakespeare’s farewell to his art, is
hardly to be rejected.” (Shakespeare, Peter Alexander)

Saturday, Nov em ber 26th, is left free dur ing the day for you to
stroll through Strat ford-upon-Avon at your own leisure. The
town’s many shops, gal leries and cafés are easily acces sible from
the central location of our hotel.

At 7:30 pm on Sat urday, we will attend a second prod uction of the
prestig ious Royal Shake speare Com pany. In the smaller Swan
Thea tre, this will be a new play by British play wright Anders
Lust garten entitled The Seven Acts of Mercy. The title refers
to a masterpiece of the 17th century Italian painter Caravaggio –
his first work after he murdered a man and fled Rome. “As the
artist works, he is fuelled by anger, self-loathing and his driving
need to create a work that speaks of compas sion in a violent
world.” (The Telegraph)

On Sunday morning,
November 27th, we
will visit Shake -
speare’s Birthplace,
a restored 16th cent -
ur y half-timbered
house in Stratford’s
Henley Street. 

Sunday, November
27th, an early 6:15 pm
dinner will be served
for us in one of the Arden’s attractive restaurants.  

Monday morning, November 28th, transfer from Stratford to
London’s Heathrow Airport in time for the 1:55 pm departure of
British Airways flight #173, arriving at New York’s Kennedy
Airport at 5:10 pm. Or independent departure. 

London & Stratford
Price per person, based on double occupancy                  $   5,580              

Single room supplement                                                     $      930                

Air fare NOT included.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on time of
booking. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (back-page
cover) for lowest current fares.

Thomas Hampson

Sonya Yoncheva

Vittorio Grigolo

The Swan Theatre, Stratford
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