
Parma: “The ‘Parmigiani’ are justly
proud of their opera tradition in their city’s
Teatro Regio and have long held the
reputation of being among the world’s most
discriminating audiences when it comes to
the lyric theater.” Opera in Italy Today,
Nick Rossi

“Each autumn, when Verdi’s two hometowns of Parma and Busseto
vibrate with unique colours and fragrances that speak to our
collective imagination, Festival Verdi comes to life.” 

Festival Verdi

“The certainty that one will always eat well is one of the great
comfor ts of Parma , which can plausibly claim to be the
gastronomic capital of Italy.” NY Times

“La Scala is probably the most famous opera house in the world.
La Scala equals Milan and Milan equals La Scala.” 

Opera, March ’16, Carlo Rizzi

F or the eleventh consecutive year, our fall Northern Italy
Tour will focus on the thrilling Parma Verdi Festival,
which is committed to a complete survey of the Verdi
canon. This year’s return to Parma will be highlighted by
no less than FIVE VERDI PERFORMANCES – an

unprecedented Verdian plethora compared to the recent
experience of only two or three operas each year. In terms of
chronology,  we will begin with the ‘early period’ Jérusalem
(1847), which will be staged in Parma’s Teatro Regio, followed
by Stiffelio (1850) in Parma’s unique Teatro Farnese upstairs
in the Palazzo della Pilotta. Third will be Verdi’s ‘middle period’
La Traviata (1853), which will take us to the intimate Teatro
Giuseppe Verdi in the composer’s hometown of Busseto.  The

highly operatic Verdi Requiem (1874)
will be performed in the Teatro Regio with
four international soloist, and the fifth
work will be Verdi’s last work for the stage,
the peerless Shakespearean comedy
Falstaff (1893), also at the Regio. All five

will be presented in refreshing new productions. 

Parma’s friendly cafés and restaurants all serve the world-famous
‘prosciutto di Parma’ and ‘Parmigiano Reggiano cheese’. In honor
of Italy’s undisputed operatic giant, a visit is planned to Verdi’s
gracious home of Villa Sant’Agata in his hometown of Busseto.
We are fortunate to have confirmed reservations for five nights
at everyone’s first choice in Parma, the Stendhal Hotel. 

PRIOR TO PARMA, our Tour will begin with two nights in
Milan for a performance at the renowned Teatro alla Scala, an
essential operatic experience for any of our travelers who have
never been to La Scala. After 24-hours to adjust to the time
change, we will enjoy a new production of George Frideric
Handel’s Baroque landmark, Tamerlano (1724) . Our
accommodations will be at the Hotel de la Ville, our preferred
hotel in Milan because of its ideal location a few minutes walk
from La Scala.

The weather in October should be ideal for leisurely walks in
each city center. Our itinerary of seven nights will enable you to
enjoy the ubiquitous ar t and irresistible food of Milan and
Parma. 

Monday, October 2nd, departure from New York’s Kennedy
Airport at 6:19 pm on Delta Airlines flight #418, arriving at
arriving at Milan’s Malpensa Airport (NOT Linate) at 8:25 am on
the morning of the 3rd. Or independent travel.   

Parma cathedral and
baptistery

La Scala, Milan

NORTHERN ITALY
La Scala & Parma’s Verdi Festival

Unprecedented Five Verdi Performances

Monday, October 2nd through Tuesday, October 10th
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MILAN: OCTOBER 3RD & 4TH

A ccommodations for two nights with a generous European
buffet breakfast included at the Hotel de la Ville, a deluxe
property centrally located on the Piazza Fontana only a short

walk from La Scala and the exclusive shops of the via
Montenapoleone. The stunning Gothic spires of the Duomo are
viewed from the hotel’s higher floors, and dining facilities
include the Visconeo Bar and a fashionable restaurant
appropriately named L’Opera. The premises also offer a fitness
club and solarium roof terrace. (We have chosen the Hotel de la
Ville because of its unbeatable location near La Scala and the city’s
major sights and museums.)

Tuesday evening, October 3rd, a ‘welcome dinner’ is planned at
the nearby Galleria, the best restaurant in Milan’s covered
Galleria. No performance this evening.

Wednesday, October 4th, is left free for you to recover from jet
lag. It will be the only day in Milan for independent activities.
Shopping in Italy’s leading fashion center is easily accessible on
the nearby via Montenapoleone and via della Spiga. Among the
most important artistic sights are the decorative Duomo and the
nearby Galleria of shops and cafés, and the Brera Gallery of
European paintings. The Castello Sforza contains one of
Michelangelo’s three great pieta sculptures. The Poldi Pezzoli
Museum of Renaissance treasures and La Scala’s Museum of
operatic memorabilia are both within a short walk of the hotel. 

Wednesday evening, a short walk will take us to the renowned
Teatro alla Scala. The renovated opera house was reopened in
2005 after several years of long overdue renovation, and of
course La Scala remains the focal point of Milan’s international
cultural and social life. At 8:00 pm, we will attend a new
production of Tamerlano, Handel’s lyric tragedy depicting the
15th century conflict between Tamerlano, emperor of the
Tartars, and Bajazet, emperor of the Turks. “ ‘Tamerlano’ is
among the most consistently serious of all Handel’s operas and
the only one to end with a real sense of tragedy; the drama
generated by the clash of wills between conquering and
conquered emperors is sustained throughout with remarkable
intensity.” (New Grove Dictionary of Opera). La Scala’s cast of
international Baroque specialists will be headed by the
superlative American countertenor Bejun Mehta in the title
role, Croatian tenor Kresimir Spicer as Bajazet, French mezzo-
soprano Marianne Crebassa as Irene, Italian soprano Maria
Grazia Schiavo as Asteria, and Argentinian counter tenor
Franco Fagioli as Andronico. The noted ‘early music’ conductor
is Diego Fasolis, and Davide Livermore is responsible for
both the staging and the scenic designs. Sung in Italian with
English titles. 

Thursday morning, October 5th, a several-hour bus ride will take
us southeast from Milan to the small city of Parma in the region
of Emilia-Romagna.

PARMA, OCTOBER 5TH – 9TH

A ccommodations for five nights with buf fet breakfast
included at Parma’s four-star Stendhal Hotel, named for
the city’s illustrious classical author. Because of its location

within easy walking distance of the Teatro Regio, the Teatro
Farnese, the Piazza Duomo and the Palazzo della Pilotta (now
home to several museums), the relatively small Stendhal is
always our first choice when we visit Parma. The 62 rooms are
classically furnished, and the restaurant La Pilotta offers an

excellent breakfast. The historic center of Parma offers many
small shops and attractive trattorias for relaxed browsing and
dining. We are fortunate to have secured our reservations during
the sought-after Festival period, as there are only a few hotels near
the historic centre. IMPORTANT: The Verdi Festival is notoriously
sold out to subscribers and Parma’s local aficionados. While we are
very fortunate to obtain tickets in the Festival’s venues, some of our
tickets may be in side boxes and/or upper tiers.

At 8:00 pm on Thursday evening, October 5th, our first Verdi
performance will be Falstaf f at Parma’s Teatro Regio. The

audience in this landmark opera house is
notoriously vocal in its approval - or disap -
proval - of production standards and indiv id -
ual interpretations, which contributes an
electric ambience raised by the high
expectations of the Festival. Completed in
1829 and designed by architect Nicola
Bettòli, the Regio is dominated by an
extravagant Parisian chandelier, an allegor -
ical house curtain painted by G. B. Borgh -
ese, and the traditional four tiers of glittering
boxes surrounding the auditor ium.

Premiered at La Scala in 1893, ‘Falstaff’ is set to Arrigo Boito’s
brilliant libretto following Shakespeare’s ‘The Merry Wives of
Windsor’ and ‘King Henry IV’. “Few would deny how richly
Verdi deserved this final triumph. The opera leaves us with a
musical image that exactly reflects those famous photographs of
Verdi in his last years: an old man, in black hat, with eyes that
have lived through a lifetime of struggle, smiling out wisely at
the world.” (New Grove Dictionary of Opera). The  all-Italian cast
will feature Roberto de Candia as the lascivious Sir John,
Giorgio Caoduro and Amarilli Nizza as Ford and his wife
Alice, Sonia Prina as Mistress Quickly, Jurgita Adamonyte as
Meg Page, and Laura Giordano opposite Juan Francisco
Gatell as the lovers Nanetta and Fenton. Riccardo Frizza will
be the conductor, and the new production is by the team of
director Jacopo Spirei and set designer Nikolaus Webern.
Sung in Italian with English titles. 

Friday morning, October 6th, a two-hour walking tour will be
an orientation to the center of Parma. The Piazza del Duomo
and its buildings (Cathedral, Baptistry and Chiesa di San Gio -
vanni) comprise “one of the most harmonious, tranquil city
centers in Italy. The magnificent 12th century Duomo has two
vigilant stone lions standing guard beside the
main door” (Fodor) and an exuberant fresco
by Antonio Correggio in the dome (‘Assumpt -
ion of the Virgin’). Literary enthusiasts will
recollect many of today’s locales as the
setting for Stendhal’s classic French novel,
‘The Charterhouse of Parma’. The principal
ar t museum is the Galleria Nazionale,
housed in the vast Palazzo della Pilotta
built in 1600. The Galleria contains
Renaissance and Mannerist paintings by
Parma’s own Correggio and Parmigianino as well as priceless
works by Leonardo, El Greco and Bronzino. “Today Correggio is
acclaimed as one of the leading masters of Mannerist painting;
his many works on view in Parma are some of the city’s greatest
draws.” (Fodor). The Madonna della Steccata, a 16th century
church in the Classical style, contains a series of fine frescoes by
Parmigianino. 

Early Friday evening, a pre-opera dinner will be served at Al
Corsaro, a friendly trattoria on the main street of the town. 
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Friday evening, our opera will be Verdi’s Stif felio at 8:30 pm.
When this relatively unfamiliar work was staged by the MET and
Covent Garden in the late 1990’s after decades of neglect, it
proved to be a major addition to the Verdi canon. The libretto by
Francesco Piave centers on the jealous indignation of the
Protestant minister Stiffelio who discovers that his wife Lina has
been unfaithful. He ultimately finds the compassion to forgive
her as he leads his congregation in worship. Tonight’s cast will
include tenor Luciano Ganci in the title role, soprano Maria
Katzarava as Lina, baritone Francesco Landolfi as Count
Stankar, and Giovanni Sala as Lina’s seducer Raffaele. The
conductor is Guillermo Garcia Calvo, and the new production
is by director Graham Vick and set designer Mauro Tinti. The
performance will be in Parma’s remarkable Teatro Farnese, a
wooden auditorium modeled on Palladio’s theatre in Vicenza
which was re-opened after several centuries for an unforgettable
‘Falstaf f ’ in 2011. Please note that this is “a promenade-style
performance, in which the audience moves around the space with
the action. You will be on your feet throughout, following the
action.” (Festival Verdi)

On Saturday, Oct ober 7th, a sight seeing excur    sion will take us to
the nearby town of  Sabbioneta, a small World Herit age Site off

the beaten track of
most tourists. Sab -
bioneta’s well-
 preserved Renais   -
sance monu   ments
include the Teatro
all’Antica designed
by Vincenzo Scam -
ozzi, the Palazzo
Ducale with its
‘Cavalcata’ series
of equest  rian
statues, and the
long Galleria degli
Antichi with fresc -

oes by Giovanni and Alessandro Alberti. Lunch is planned today
at Ristorante Al Duca, a quiet restaurant on via della Stamperia
in the town center.  

At 8:00 pm on Sat ur day eve ning, we will return to the Teatro
Regio for a sold-out per f ormance of the towering Verdi
Requiem. Composed in memory of the Italian poet and novelist
Ales sandro Manzoni, Verdi’s musical setting of the Roman
Catholic funeral mass requires a double choir and four exceptional
soloists for the dramatic arias and duets. Maestro Daniele
Callegari will be the conductor, and the quartet of Italian opera
stars will be soprano Anna Pirozzi, mezzo-soprano Veronica
Simeoni, tenor Antonio Poli, and bass Riccardo Zanellato. 

At  3:30 pm on Sunday afternoon, our opera in the Teatro Regio
will be a new production of the early Verdi rarity, Jérusalem.
‘Jerusalem’ is Verdi’s revised version of his earlier work, ‘I
Lombardi’, and is set in Toulouse and Palestine in the 11th
century. The action revolves around the Crusades to the Holy
Land, and the libretto is in French because the premiere was for
the Paris Opera in 1847. “ ‘Jerusalem’ serves as a fascinating first
document in charting Verdi’s relationship with the French stage”.
(New Grove Dictionary of Opera). Parma’s cast is headed by the
star French soprano Annik Massis as Hélène, the sought-after
Mexican tenor Ramon Vargas as Gaston, Vito Priante as the
Count of Toulouse, Italian bass Michele Pertusi as Roger, and
Ruben Amoretti as the Papal Legate. The conductor is again
Daniele Callegari, and the staging and scenery are by Hugo De
Ana. Sung in French with English and Italian titles.

Following the opera, a gourmet dinner of
Parmesan cuisine will be ser ved at La
Greppia, a small, unpretentious ristorante
reputed to be “the most elegant, talked-about
restaurant in the city” (Fodor). La Greppia is
on the corner from our hotel.

Midday on Monday, October 9th, an hour’s
drive will take us to the Villa Sant’Agata
outside the town of Busseto. Verdi built this
grand country home for himself in 1849, and
it has been preserved as a memorial to the
region’s most famous native son.  Many of his
greatest works were composed in this
gracious so-called ‘Villa Verdi’. Today the
house abounds in operatic memorabilia, and
the small surrounding park of fers the
opportunity of a peaceful stroll. After our
visit of Villa Sant’Agata, there will be free
time to stroll through the tranquil streets of
Busseto. A pre-theatre dinner of Italian
pasta will then be ser ved at the town’s
Osteris Busseto.

At 8:00 pm on Monday evening, we will be
among the for tunate ticket-holders for
Verdi’s melodic masterpiece, La Traviata,
in Busseto’s intimate Teatro Verdi. The
role of Violetta requires a brilliant singing
actress capable of high-flying coloratura in
the first act (‘Sempre libera’), sustained
legato lyricism in the extended second-act duet with Germont,
and dramatic spinto temperament in the closing scene. Opera
lovers have always been drawn to this tragic heroine who is
finely etched from Alexandre Dumas’ original play, ‘La Dame aux
Camélias’. Sebastiano Rolli will be the conductor, and the
Festival’s cast will be drawn from the young winners of Busseto’s
prestigious International ‘Voce Verdi’ Competition (To Be
Announced). The new production will be directed by Andrea
Bernard, who is also a co-designer of the sets with Alberto
Beltramei. Sung in Italian with English titles. 

On Tuesday, October 10th, transfer by bus to Bologna ’s
international airport (about an hour’s drive) in time for Delta
Airlines flight #9419, departing Bologna at 1:15 pm and arriving
in Amsterdam at 3:20 pm. This connects with Delta #9358,
departing at 5:20 pm and arriving at New York’s Kennedy Airport
at 7:25 pm. Or independent departure.  

Italy: Fall Verdi Tour

Price per person, based on double occupancy                  $  6,150*  

Single room supplement                                                     $     870

*All single travelers will be accommodated in comfort -
able ‘classic double rooms for single occupancy’. NOT
included in the price are new tourist taxes in all three
cities:  Milan (5 euros pp/per night), Parma (2 euros
pp/per night). You will need to pay these small taxes
when departing each hotel.

Airfare NOT included.  Air fare: Prices are subject to change
depending on time of booking. Please contact our agent Linda
Botros for  (back-page cover) for lowest current fares. 

IMPORTANT: You should expect to walk several blocks
to participate in this Tour, as it is impossible for a bus
to reach some of our Italian destinations any closer. 

9

Annick Massis

Teatro Regio, Parma   

Michele Pertusi

Ramon Vargas


