
“Some of the most adventurous and innovative opera pro-
ductions in New York take place far from Manhattan, in
the upstate village of Cooperstown. Glimmerglass is re-
spected throughout the international opera community
for the consistently high quality of its productions.” 

Vanity Fair

The Glimmerglass Festival: “There it is, a democratic
and astonishingly successful Glyndebourne of sorts, nes-
tled on a hillock outside a quaint village primarily cele-
brated, until recently, as home of that all-American
cultural institution, the Baseball Hall of Fame.”

Martin Bernheimer, London Financial Times 

“The opening-night ovation for Minnesota Opera’s world-premiere
production of Silent Night was long and clamorous, with the loudest
acclaim fittingly reserved for composer Kevin Puts.” 

Opera News, November 2011

Thomas Hampson: “One of the world’s great opera singers… a
voice, a baritone so rich it can circle the universe” 

Diane Sawyer, Good Morning America

“American bass-baritone Eric Owens speaks to you even in his si-
lences… and shakes you when he sings.”             Chicago Sun Times

Heidi Stober: “If this isn’t a star turn, I don’t know what is… As
Cleopatra, she sings like a dream come true.” 

Houston Press, review of ‘Julius Caesar’

Joshua Hopkins: “He owns a gorgeous voice, a voice with gold in
it… He filled the theatre with this gold, this glow.” 

The New Criterion

During the past few years, Glimmerglass Festi-
val has set an example to other summer festi-
vals with unusually creative programs. Last
summer’s choices ranged from ‘Porgy & Bess’
and ‘Oklahoma’ to Handel’s ‘Xerxes’ and

Donizetti’s ‘The Siege of Calais’. Now Under the under
the leadership of the dynamic General & Artistic Di-
rector Francesca Zambello, the 2018 Festival prom-
ises to be equally stimulating. Maintaining the
company’s proven record of refreshing stagings, all of
the operas will again be presented in new pro-
ductions. This summer marks the forty-third season
of the firmly established Festival. All opera enthusiasts
owe it to themselves to discover the vibrant atmos-

phere of this company. 

In order of chronology, this summer’s four productions (all are new
to Glimmerglass audiences) will be Gioachino Rossini’s ‘bel canto’
comedy, Il Barbiere di Siviglia; Leos Janacek’s early 20th century
opera, The Cunning Little Vixen; Leonard Bernstein’s iconic
Broadway musical, West Side Story (in honor of the composer’s
Centennial year); and Kevin Puts moving World War I opera, Silent
Night, which has already achieved a remarkable success following
its acclaimed 2011 premiere. 

In addition to the four major productions, we are fortunate that our
dates coincide with a late afternoon Recital by Thomas Hampson.
The versatile American baritone Thomas Hampson will present
the premiere of his theatrical show, Song of America: Our Story.

While accommodations are impossible to find on your own, we
have secured a four-night stay at Cooperstown’s leading Otesaga
Hotel – everyone’s first choice for a visit to Lake Otesaga and
Glimmerglass.

GLIMMERGLASS FESTIVAL
Four New Productions; & Thomas Hampson Recital

Thursday, August 16th through Sunday, August 19th 

Lake Otsego, Otesaga Hotel and golf course 
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The natural scenic beauty of the landscape around Cooperstown and
Lake Otsego has proven to be an unexpected discovery for many of
our regular travelers from all parts of the country.  Some of our
friends have returned to Cooperstown with us repeatedly, not want-
ing to miss any new productions in the idyllic setting of the Alice
Busch Opera Theatre on the shores of crystal-clear Lake Otsego.

Thursday, August 16th, independent arrival by car, or at either the
Syracuse or Albany, N.Y. Airports or Train Stations, where
transportation is readily available to Cooperstown, about an hour
and a half away from both cities.  You should make reservations
for this transfer by calling either Premiere Transportation in Al-
bany (518) 459-6123, or Adonis-Avanti Limousine Service (315)
866-2011. We urge you to call early to make your transfer arrange-
ments.  (Or independent travel to Cooperstown. Please see our
concluding paragraph regarding private round-trip coach
transportation between Manhattan and the Otesaga Hotel.)

Accommodations for
four nights with a lav-
ish buffet breakfast
included at the deluxe
Otesaga Hotel in
Coop  ers town, a fully
equipped resort with
outdoor pool, exten-
sive dining facilities,
tennis courts and golf
course.  This famous
establishment boasts

an idyllic setting on the
shore of Lake Otsego,

with clear waters to rival the mountain lakes of Switzerland.  The
Otesaga is expensive but will add immeasurably to your enjoyment
of our tour. (Our confirmation is upgraded to ‘Lake View’ for all of
the 15 rooms in our contract.)

Early Thursday evening, August 16th,
dinnerwill be arranged in the hotel’s
main dining room. This will be an op-
portunity to meet other members of
the Tour. The Otesaga features the
best large dining room in the area. 

Thursday evening at 7:30 pm, our
first performance will be Janacek’s
The Cunning Little Vixen. Pre-
miered in Brno in 1924, Janacek’s
richly orchestrated score is set to his
own libretto. The animal world of the
vixen, her suitor the fox, the hens and
the insects, is poignantly related to
human nature with humorous and elegiac
overtones. After the vixen is shot by the
poacher Harasta, the warm-hearted Forester
envisions the continuing cycle of life as the
next generation of animals reminds him of
those who have died. “Janacek wrote ‘The
Vixen’ on the eve of his 70th birthday and
in this, his sunniest work, he came to terms with his years and his
inevitable death.” This premiere new production will feature the
MET’s consummate bass/baritone Eric Owens as the Forester,
and soprano Heidi Stober as the Vixen. The company’s Music Di-
rector Joseph Colaneri will conduct, and the scenery will be di-
rected by E. Loren Meeker with set designs by Ryan

McMcGettigan. The dance elements will be
choreographed by Eric Sean Fogel. (New
Grove Dictionary of Opera). (Sung in a new
English translation by Kelley Rourke, with Eng-
lish surtitles). 

On Friday morning, August 17th, a morning
visit is arranged to the Fenimore Art Mu-
seum of New York history and American art
which houses the extraordinary Eugene
and Clare Thaw Collection of Indian arti-
facts from all over the U.S. The fine art collec-
tion donated by connoisseur Stephen C. Clark
contains Hudson River School painters
(Thomas Cole and Asher B. Durand) as well
as historic portraits by Gilbert Stuart and Ben-
jamin West. The extensive American folk art
gallery includes a variety of paintings, quilts,
ship figureheads and other artifacts and John
Heaton’s 1733 landscape, a seven-foot-long
panel considered to be one of the first every painted in the U.S. The
1995 addition of the American Indian Wing, provided the museum
with more than 800 treasures of the Eugene and Clare Thaw Col-
lection, now beautifully displayed in the basement of Fenimore
House. You will be free to explore the museum at your own leisure.

At 7:30 pm on Friday, our performance in the opera house will be
Leonard Bernstein’s landmark American musical, West Side
Story. The Centennial of Bernstein’s birth is being widely cele-
brated this year, with performances of ‘Candide’ announced for
Santa Fe and Tanglewood and his three symphonies attracting sold-
out audiences at the  NY Philharmonic. This Glimmerglass new pro-
duction will feature the original choreography of Jerome Robbins,
and the conductor will be David Charles Abell. The scenic de-
signs are by Peter J. Davison, and the company’s General & Artis-
tic Director Fran cesca Zambello will be the director. Bernstein’s

brilliant and most popular
score breathes contempo-
rary urban life into the
Shake   spearean tragedy with
‘Tonight’, ‘Maria’, ‘One
Hand, One Heart’, ‘Some-
where’, and other unforget-
table songs. This is a
co-prod  uction with Houston
Grand Opera and Chicago’s
Lyric Opera. Sung in English
with English surtitles. (Cast
TBA.)

Saturday the 18th and Sun-
day morning the 19th are left
free for a variety of independ-
ent activities in Cooper-
stown. The hotel offers
ten  nis, golf, swimming and
boat rides on Otsego Lake.

Cooperstown is also home of the Baseball Hall of Fame (“the ul-
timate experience for a baseball fan”), the extensive outdoor
Farmer’s Museum of early American life, within walking distance
or trolley service from the hotel.  Downtown Cooperstown is also
convenient for shopping in attractive boutiques and casual dining
in a variety of café and garden restaurants.  The hotel is a short
walk from the heart of town and historic walking tours through
the village commence from the hotel most mornings.  The unob-

Otesaga Hotel porch

Native American artifacts
in the Thaw Collection;
Two Boys in Green Tunics
Fenimore Art Museum
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trusive Willis Monie bookstore on Main Street contains a large
selection of second-hand volumes of unusual interest and value.

Saturday evening, we will return to the opera house for the 8:00
pm performance of Kevin Puts’s opera, Silent Night. The deeply
moving story was inspired by the film Joyeux Noël (Merry Christ-
mas), recreating the night of December 24th, 1914, when French,
Scottish and German troops left their trenches and declared a one-
night truce. Following its premiere in 2011 at the Minnesota Opera,
‘Silent Night’ was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Music and has
continued to gain acclaim with performances in Philadelphia,
Cincinnati, Fort Worth, and Irelans’s Wexford Festival. Mr. Puts’s
score is melodic and easily accessible, and his dramatic instinct
has created a memorable anti-war work.
“With this remarkable debut, Puts assumes
a central place in the American opera firma-
ment. Much will be expected of him.” (Opera
News, Nov. 11). The conductor is Nicole
Paie ment, and the co-production with At-
lanta and Wexford is directed by Tomer
Zvulun with sets designed by Erhard Rom.
The titles for ‘Silent Night’ will be in English.
The libretto by Mark Campbell is written in
four languages – English, French, Italian and
German – reflecting the nationalities of the
World War I participants. The mostly male en-
semble cast has not yet been announced.

At 1:30 pm on Sunday, August 19th, our fourth opera will be
Gioachino Rossini’s comic opera, Il Barbiere di Siviglia. Inspired
by Beaumarchais’ rebellious play undermining the decadent no-
bility, Rossini’s melodic genius was never more apparent than in

this sparkling work set in 18th cen-
tury Seville, combining elements of
hilarious ‘opera buffa’ with ‘bel
canto’ lyricism. A seamless succes-
sion of virtuoso arias is highlighted
by Rosina’s coloratura ‘Una voce
poco fa’, Figaro’s explosively ener-
getic ‘Largo al factotum’, Count Al-
maviva’s amorous ‘Ecco, ridente in
cielo’, and the music master Don
Basilio’s ‘La calunnia’ warning
against the danger of gossip. The
new production is in the hands of the
proven Glimmerglass team of con-
ductor Joseph Colaneri, director
Francesca Zambello, and set de-

signer John Conklin. The cast is headed by Emily D’Angelo
as Rosina, David Walton as Count Almaviva, Joshua Hop-
kings as Figaro, and Dale Travis as Rosina’s guardian Dr. Bar-
tolo. Sung in Italian with English surtitles. 

At 5:15 pm on Sunday, our final performance will be the eagerly
anticipated Recital by Thomas Hampson. The handsome
American baritone is a favorite of opera audiences by virtue of
his riveting stage presence and his rich vocalism in the works

of Mozart, Verdi, Puccini and Wag-
ner. Mr. Hampson is also a cham-
pion of the world’s song literature,
and his annual Recitals at Carnegie
Hall and the most prestigious Euro-
pean festivals are invariably sold
out. Today will mark the premiere of

his new program entitled Song of America:
Our Story, written with Pulitzer Prize-win-

ning librettist Royce Vavrek and developed in
collaboration with Francesca Zambello. 

Sunday evening, a post-opera dinner is
planned in the informal Hawkeye Grill on
the lower level of the hotel. 

Monday, August 20th, independent depar-
tures from the hotel. You should call early to
arrange for any limousine service to the Al-
bany Airport. (Please note our transfer infor-
mation earlier in this brochure.).

IMPORTANT: We are pleased to offer conven-
ient private coach/van transportation from
our NY office location at Lincoln Center to the
Otesaga Hotel on August 16th, and returning
on August 20th, for a cost of $360 round-trip
or $180 one-way. The roughly five-hour trip
will depart at 9:30 am on the 16th and return
by 4:00 pm on the 20th, with a short snack/rest
stop en route. Full details will be included with
the Final Itinerary one month prior to the
Tour. IMPORTANT: You should indicate
NOW if you wish to use these transfers.
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR VAN or SMALL

BUS (depending on the number of requests) MAY NOT BE AS COM-
FORTABLE AS A DELUXE COACH. However, we believe we should
offer the most economic transfers for your convenience, as Cooper-
stown is not easily accessible from NY City unless you choose to fly to
Albany or Syracuse.

The Glimmerglass Opera:

Price per person, based on double occupancy                    $ 2,980*

Single room supplement                                                        $   930 

*Our Glimmerglass Tour is more expensive than most of our long
weekends due to the high premium cost of the ‘upgraded Lake View’
rooms at the Otesaga Hotel, including their daily buffet breakfast.
After our contract of 15 rooms, ‘upgraded Lake View’ will be subject 
to availability. 

Airfare NOT included.
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