
“Director Willy Decker has made The Ring very much
his own… This production at the Semper Opera clearly
identifies the company as a major Wagnerian stage… In
addition there is the luxury of one of the world’s most
beautiful theatres with a mere 1300 seats… The
Dresden Ring is currently in a class by itself.”

Opera Today

“Few cities are pulsating like Dresden. Its historic
buildings are being renovated, new hotels and rest -
aurants are opening, and famed museums, cathedrals, gardens,
palaces and concert halls are full of visitors.” 

The New York Times

“The reconstruction of the Frauenkirche is an impressive symbol of
international reconciliation after World War II.” www.Dresden.de

T he exquisite Semper Opera will mount the four music
dramas of Richard Wagner’s overwhelming Der Ring des
Nibelungen during the winter of 2018. This will be a
revival of the Willy Decker production last seen in 2010,
with timelessly contemporary and simple sets designed by

Wolfgang Gussman and Frauke Schernau. “The production
places the battle for the power of the ring within a theatre, which
becomes the backdrop for the demise of the gods and the rise of
man. . . This is a powerful interpretation of Wagner’s music
drama, featuring heartrending characters and fantastic images.”
(Semper Opera). Tickets for the two Dresden Cycles are at a
premium and are already completely sold out.

The Staatskapelle Dresden Orchestra will be conducted by
Dresden’s revered Music Director, Christian Thiele mann,
whose Wagner credentials have been proven at the MET,
Bayreuth, Munich and Vienna. Maestro Thielemann has
assembled a superlative international cast of experienced
Wagnerian interpreters: Petra Lang (Bayreuth’s current Isolde)

as Brünnhilde, Alber t Dohmen as Wotan/The
Wanderer (his signature role in Germany and
Austria), Anja Harteros (reprising her Salzburg
Easter portrayal) as Sieglinde,  Andreas Schager as
Siegfried, Georg Zeppenfeld as Fasolt/ -
Hunding/Fafner, Christa Mayer as Fricka/ -
Erda/Waltraute, Gerhard Siegel as Mime, and
Kur t Streit as Loge. Remaining cast TBA.
Supertitles will be in both English and German. 

Prior to the devastating destruction near the end of
World War II, the Baroque city of Dresden was one of Europe’s
leading intellectual centers. Today it continues to reemerge at a
rapid pace, most notably in the city center where the great art
museums and the SemperOper have all been painstakingly
restored. Dresden’s priceless Zwinger Palace is the home of
three incomparable collections of European paintings, Meissen
porcelain, and jeweled artifacts (the legendary Green Vault).
Visits to all of these galleries will balance our traditional
concentration on opera. Perhaps the most dramatic
reconstruction culminated in 2005 with the emotional completion
of the Frauenkirche (‘Church of Our Lady’), the masterpiece of
German Baroque architecture which defined the city’s skyline
from 1743 until the 1945 Allied bombing. This Protestant
Cathedral has been rebuilt under the leadership of the NY-based
Friends of Dresden and the British Dresden Trust and has
literally “risen from Dresden’s ashes” (NY Times). Of similar
importance, the fabled ‘Green Vault’ collection was also restored
in 2005 to its original pre-War setting in the Dresden Castle
adjacent to our hotel. 

Sunday, January 28th, departure from New York’s Kennedy
Airport at 3:55 on Lufthansa flight #401, arriving in Frankfurt at
5:20 on the morning of Monday the 29th. This connects with
Lufthansa #204, departing Frankfurt at 6:50 am and arriving in
Dresden at 7:50 am. Or independent travel to Dresden.

THE DRESDEN RING CYCLE
Sunday, January 28 through Monday, February 5th, 2018

EARLY ANNOUNCEMENT
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Accommodations for seven nights
with an elaborate buf fet breakfast
included at the Kempinski Tasch -
enberg Palace Hotel, ideally located
directly across the street from the
Semper Opera House and the
Zwinger Palace. All of our events are
within very short walk ing distance of
the hotel. This deluxe proper ty
remains a handful of Eur ope’s most
exquisite hotels, built above the ruins
of the eponymous Baroque palace in
the hear t of the city, with large,
elegant rooms.  The German menus
are superb, and the expansive public
rooms are fully ser viced with
charismatic Kempinski efficiency.  A
health club and indoor swimming
pool overlook the city from the top floor. IMPORTANT: Because
there is a performance on our first evening, you may wish to arrive
a day early to adjust to the time change. We will be happy to make
your reservation for the additional night of Sunday, January 28th. 

Early Monday evening, January 29th, a cocktail reception is
planned in a private entertainment suite of the hotel. This will be
an opportunity to meet other members of the Tour. 

At  7:00 pm on Monday, we will attend Das Rheingold at the
Semper Opera.

Mid-morning on Tuesday, January 30th, a short Walking Tour
will take us to Dresden’s Frauenkirche , the Protestant
Cathedral which was reopened in 2005 after years of dedicated
reconstruction. A graceful Baroque landmark, the Frauenkirche
has become a symbol of the city’s resurgence during the
decades following the Allied bombing of 1945. Our walk back
and forth to the church will also serve as an orientation to
Dresden’s vital city center.

At 6:00 pm on Tuesday, we will return to the Semper Opera for
Die Walküre.

On Wednes day,
January 31st, a
guid ed visit will
take us to the
Picture Gal lery
of the Old Mas -
t ers, loca ted in
the archit ectural
crown of Baro -
 que Dres den,
the Zwing er
Palace. This is
an exceptional
collection of
mas  t     e r works :
Italian Renais sance (Raphael, Gior gi one, Fra Ang el ico), 17th cent -
ury Flemish (Rem brandt, Ver meer, Rub ens) and North ern
German (Dürer and Hol bein). There is also an unfor get table
series of cityscapes by the Venet ian painter Ber  nardo
Bellotto (the nephew of Canaletto) depicting 18th century
Dresden in all of its glory. Bellotto’s detailed works have
proven to be indispensable models for the city’s 20th century
reconstruction. The Picture Gallery ranks with the Louvre, the
Hermitage and the Prado among the most valuable painting
collections in Europe. Our morning will conclude with a brief
overview of the Meissen Porcelain Museum in a separate wing
of the Zwinger. Hand-painted royal place-settings and a variety of
decorative Meissen figurines are displayed on the two floors of
this priceless porcelain collection.

Wednesday evening is left free for
independent dining. 

Mid-afternoon on Thursday, February
1st, a pre-opera lunch is planned at

Alte Meister, where only a glass door separates the restaurant
from the Zwinger Palace across the square from the opera
house.

At 5:30 pm on Thursday, we will attend Siegfried at the Semper
Opera. 

Friday morning, Februar y 2nd, we will visit Dresden’s
legendary Grunes Gewölbe (‘Green Vault’) housing Europe’s
most dazzling array of jewels and other precious objects crafted
by German, Italian and French artisans from the Middle Ages
through the 18th century. Our visit to the ‘Green Vault’ will now
be in its original pre-War setting of the Dresden Castle, a
stone’s throw from our hotel. 

On either Friday or Saturday evening, we
expect to attend a Concer t in the
Frauenkirche. Programs have not yet been
announced. Prior to the concert, we will
enjoy a Saxonian menu in the hotel’s
casual Sophienkeller.

On February 4th, a Sunday lunch will be
arranged in the hotel‘s Palais Bistro
prior to our final perf ormance.

At 4:00 pm on Sunday, Dresden’s Ring
Cycle at the Semper Opera will conclude
with Die Götter däm merung. 

Monday, February 5th, departure from Dresden at 8:25 am on
Lufthansa flight #209, arriving in Frankfurt at 9:30 am. This
connects with Lufthansa #400, departing Frankfurt at 10:50 am
and arriving at New York’s Kennedy Airport at 1:40 am. Or
independent departure.  

Dresden Ring Cycle

Price per person, based on double occupancy                   $  5,780
Single supplement                                                                 $     725

IMPORTANT: THE DEPOSIT FOR THIS TOUR IS $2,000. OUR
STAN DARD CANCELLATION POLICY WILL APPLY, BUT WE
MUST ADVANCE THE DATE FOR FULL PAYMENT AND THE
CANCEL LA TION DEADLINE TO 90 DAYS PRIOR TO THE
TOUR INSTEAD OF OUR USUAL 60 DAYS.

Air fare NOT included.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on time of
booking. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (see inside back
cover) for current fares.

30

Moor with emeralds,
Green Vault

Zwinger Palace

Semper Opera House


