
“Dear Chris:
I would like to express my sincere gratitude for your commitment
and support to the Festival throughout the years. With your deep
knowledge of the Festival and your great human skills, you have
really contributed to making Cartagena an attractive destination
for cultural tourism. Every visitor you have brought has been won-
derful.” Julia Salvi, Festival President

In response to the growing attraction of Cartagena as
an international destination, Jet Blue initiated direct
round-trip service from Kennedy Airport in 2013. Con-
venient direct service is also offered on American Air-
lines (and Avianca Airlines) from Miami.

The Cartagena Festival in Colombia was inaugurated thir-
teen years ago under the artistic direction of Charles
Wadsworth, who led the Chamber Music Society of Lin-
coln Center for many years. Now under the leadership of
General Director Antonio Miscena, the annual Festival

offers a plethora of Chamber Concerts, Recitals, and Vocal  Con-
certs featuring international artists of the highest caliber. This
year the Festival’s title is Celestial Harmony (Numbers,
Sounds, Instruments & Music) and “will explore the link
between music, sound, and different fields of scientific knowl-
edge. A central figure in this context is Bach, whose significant
developments concerning numerical patterns and the world of
sounds led to the creation of his master-
pieces.” The varied repertoire will range
from Bach (his iconic Goldberg Variations
and Brandenburg Concerti), Mozart, and
Beethoven to the 20th century works of
Bartok, Hindemith, and Stravinsky.  Of
great interest to our opera enthusiasts,
Mozart’s lyrical comedy Così fan Tutte
will be mounted in a new co-production
with Italy’s prestigious Spoleto Festival. 

Our hotel is in the heart of the ‘old
town’, where the atmosphere is
completely safe and comfortable,
far removed from the high-rise
commercial district in Boca

Grande which serves a different international busi-
ness clientele. 

In January of 2019, we are enthusiastically returning for our
ninth consecutive Tour to this unique Festival. The colonial Span-
ish-style ‘old town’ – designated a Unesco World Heritage Site
– has become a well-kept secret for discerning travelers and a
proud showplace for the Colombian government. The narrow
streets of restored 18th century (and earlier) houses are lined
with picturesque balconies overflowing with tropical flowers and
vines. The Festival’s concerts are held in a variety of exquisite
venues, ranging from intimate Catholic chapels to the grand
tiered Teatro Adolfo Mejía. Festival visitors frequently walk from
the hotel to the nearby venues, shops and cafés. Everyone who
has joined us on our previous Tours has fallen in love with this
Festival within easy reach of U.S. airports. The January weather
is glorious every day, with a welcome sea-breeze in the after-
noons and not a cloud in the brilliant blue sky.

IMPORTANT: Our arrangements include a per-person contribu-
tion to the Festival to support its education and social outreach
program, including master classes and instrument-making work-
shops which we are invited to visit. We are also invited to enjoy two
private parties for VIP’s during our stay (dates TBA). A busy
program of seven performances is included in our package.

Monday, January 7th, depar ture from
New York’s Kennedy Airport at 8:01 am
on Jet Blue  #1533, a direct flight arriving
in Cartagena at 1:03 pm. Or departure
from Miami’s International Airpor t at
10:55 am on American Airlines flight
#1145, arriving in Cartagena at 1:47 pm.
Or independent travel.  (Avianca Airlines
also operates direct flights from Miami
which may be more convenient. Because of
our contribution, the Festival of fice will
meet all flights. The Cartagena airport is
only a fifteen-minute drive from our hotel.)

Deluxe accommodations for five nights
with a generous buf fet breakfast of
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Caribbean specialties
included at Car tagena’s
leading Santa Clara
Hotel. This charming and
historic prop erty enjoys an
ideal location near every-
thing. The large outdoor
swimming pool (and spa)
are surrounded by several
floors of rooms all featur-
ing private balconies. The
Festival maintains a wel-
come desk in the lobby to
assist with any personal
arrangements. During our
stay, you will have the
opportunity to compliment some of the Festival’s artists, as many
of them stay at the Santa Clara and are frequently seen in the
restaurant and at the pool. The hotel’s dining room on the central
courtyard serves light meals before and after the Festival perfor-
mances; and a number of attractive restaurants and cafés are
within a few minutes’ walk. Several morning events are conve-
niently planned in the Chapel on the hotel’s premises. 

IMPORTANT: Latin American evenings are later than we are
used to. While jet lag is minimal between New York/Miami and
Cartagena (there is no time change!), you may wish to arrive a
day early to relax prior to our busy schedule. You should let us know
NOW if you do wish the early night, as the hotel is fully booked dur-
ing the Festival. 

Most of our afternoons are left free for you to explore the Old
Town independently and for a requisite siesta before the late
evenings. Cartagena is best appreciated by walking through the
neighborhood at your own leisure. Cartagena’s fine arts museum
(mostly contemporary painters and sculptors) and two small
emerald museums are well worth a visit (the one in the New
Town has mounted an exhibit tracing the history of the emerald
industr y and
displays many
t e m p t i n g
items for
sale). The for-
mer house of
Nobel Prize-
winning novel-
ist Gabriel
García Mar-
quez is open
to the public. 

During our
free periods,
there are addi-
tional concerts and lectures, including opt ional late-night programs
at 10:00 pm, which will not be announced until closer to our dates.
Because the Festival’s VIP desk is located in the lobby of our hotel,
you can conveniently request any additional program information
and tickets. (Private car transfers to all our scheduled
concerts are available to us because of our contribu-
tion to the Festival.) For dining before or after our concerts,
you will enjoy discovering the unusual restaurants close to the hotel. 

PROGRAM & VENUES: The Festival’s day-by-day program will
be announced at a later date. From the variety of morning, after-
noon and evening events, we will include six concerts in addi-
tion to the major operatic production of Mozart’s Così fan Tutte.
Our schedule of seven performances will be detailed in our
Final Itinerary.

Our first event will be a
Concer t at 7:00 pm on
Monday, Januar y 7th, in
the Teatro Adolfo Mejía,
Cartagena’s beautifully preserved small opera house. During the
following few days, we will attend a variety of chamber concerts
and recitals in the intimate Santa Clara Chapel of our hotel and
a similar Chapel in the Santa Teresa Hotel. The London-based
Philharmonia Orchestra will be the major ensemble this year,
along with a second orchestra (To Be Announced) devoted to
‘Early Music’ repertoire. 

From the pen of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and his favorite
librettist Lorenzo da Ponte, the peerless comic opera Così fan
Tutte will be staged in the Teatro Mejía on our final evening.
The international cast will feature Myrtò Papatanasiu and
Elena Belfiore as the fickle sisters Fiordiligi and Dorabella,
Julieth Lozano as the scheming maid Despina, Daniele Zan-
fardino and Ricardo Navarro as the disillusioned suitors Fer-
rando and Guglielmo, and Roberto de Candia as the cynical
protagonist Don Alfonso. This new staging of Mozart’s master-
piece will be co-produced with Italy’s Spoleto Festival, repeating
the collaboration which gave us the exhilarating Le Nozze di
Figaro in 2017. The conductor will be Australian Benjamin
Bayl, with direction by Giorgio Ferrara and set designs by
Dante Ferretti. (This production was postponed from last year
and will be a highlight for the 2019 Festival.) 

Saturday, January 12th, departure from Cartagena’s airport at
2:03 pm on Jet Blue flight #1532, arriving at New York’s Kennedy
Airport at 7:08 pm. Or departure at 2:37 pm on American Airlines
flight #1144, arriving in Miami at 5:39 pm. Or independent depar-
ture. Airport transfers are included for everyone.

Cartagena Festival

Price per person, based on double occupancy                     $4,280*
Single room supplement                                                         $   980*

*Our higher-than-normal price includes an unprecendented seven
performances and a contribution to the Cartagena Festival
which enables us to be included in the Festival’s ‘VIP arrange-
ments’. The Hotel Santa Clara is expensive, especially for the single
supplement, but we feel it is fully justified.

Airfare NOT included. YOU SHOULD RESERVE NOW FOR
THE DIRECT FLIGHTS FROM NEW YORK AND MIAMI,
as they sell out early during the Festival period. 
IMPORTANT: REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR PASSPORT.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on time of book-
ing. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (see inside back
cover) for lowest current fares.
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Cartagena old town

New staging of Così fan Tutte in the Adolfo Mejía Theater


