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Jonas Kaufmann: “Almost certainly the greatest
tenor in the world right now”             The Telegraph

BSO & Nelsons: “Their chemistry onstage is un-
mistakable. The result so far is two consecutive
Grammy Awards.” Musical America

Nina Stemme: “The Swedish soprano is, of course,
pre-eminent among contemporary Wagnerian
singers.” Grammophone

Carlos Alvarez: “The mesmerising Spanish baritone is entirely con-
vincing in a superbly accomplished performance as the Genoese
Doge.” Guardian, review of ‘Simon Boccanegra’ at Covent Garden

Daniil Trifonov: “Without question the most astounding pianist of
our age” London Times

Emily Magee: “A voice of ravishing luster” NY Times

Joseph Calleja: “The most winning lyric Italian tenor since
Pavarotti Sunday Times

“Ailyn Perez is magnificent, with thrilling projection, flawless tech-
nique and volcanic presence.” Houston Press

New York remains the mecca for discerning travelers who rec-
ognize the rewards of live performances showcasing the
world’s leading singers. The month of April of 2020 will be
filled with events that reinforce the city’s reputation as our
foremost destination for the performing arts. 

Our carefully chosen four-night program will include a pair of bril-
liant MET productions by the giants of Italian opera: Giuseppe
Verdi’s lyric tragedy Simon Boccanegra and Giacomo Puccini’s

Turandot in the dazzling Franco Zeffirelli produc-
tion. The MET’s casts will feature Ailyn Perez,
Joseph Calleja, Carlos Alvarez and Dmitry Be-
losselsky in the leading roles; and Nina Stemme
reprising her peerless portrayal of Princess Turan-
dot.. At Carnegie Hall, our early request has been
confirmed for orchestra seating for the hottest ticket
of the season: the Boston Symphony Orchestra
led by Music Director Andris Nelsons in Wagner’s
Tristan und Isolde (Act I1I) with Jonas Kaufmann
and Emily Magee singing the title roles. (Kauf-
mann’s performances in Boston and NY mark his ini-

tial portrayal of Tristan and his only operatic appearances in the
U.S. this season.) 

Accommodations for four nights will be at the private New
York Athletic Club (NYAC), beautifully located on Central Park
South (59th street at 7th Avenue). The NYAC offers pleasant, com-
fortable bedrooms and many advantages of a large, private club: a
spacious dining room overlooking Central Park from the 11th
floor; friendly bars on the main floor and in the second-floor Tap
Room which serves convenient meals; the best-equipped large
swimming-pool and sauna/steam room complex in the city; exten-
sive health-club features and exercise equipment; and a relaxing
library with a wide collection of books and current journals. There
are several appealing cafés and restaurants in the immediate neigh-
borhood, and Carnegie Hall is only one block away from the 58th
street rear entrance. 

A cocktail buffet or dinner will be enjoyed on our first evening,
which will provide an opportunity to meet other members of the
Tour. On our last evening, dinner will be arranged in one of the
interesting restaurants in the Lincoln Center or Carnegie Hall area.  

We are pleased to offer you a Guest Pass to the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art on Fifth Avenue at 82nd Street.  Your pass will allow
for free entry at your own convenience into the extensive perma-

Turandot, Act II at the MET

NEW YORK SPRING HOLIDAY
2 MET Operas; Carnegie Hall (Kaufmann); NY Philharmonic (Trifonov)

Tuesday, April 14th through Friday, April 17th

Nina Stemme as Turandot
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nent galleries and all exhibitions not requiring
a reserved ticket.

Transfers are included for all of our perform-
ances not at Carnegie Hall. (The Club is only
one block of easy walking distance from
Carnegie Hall.)

All MET Opera performances are now per-
formed with MET TITLES optionally dis-
played on the seat in front of you, which has
proven to be enormously popular.

At 7:30 pm on Tuesday, April 14th, our first
performance will be Giuseppe Verdi’s Simon
Boccanegra at the MET. Set against the

backdrop of 14thcentury Genoa, the revised 1881 version con-
tains a sequence of Verdi’s consummate scenes, especially the
extended ‘father-daughter’ duet (as Amelia andBoccanegra dis-
cover their truerelationship) andthemagnificentCouncil Cham-
ber ensemble with the Doge confronting Paolo. Today ‘Bocca 
negra’ is widely recognized as one of Verdi’ s finest achieve-
ments. As the complex Vienna Doge, the  eloquent Spanish ‘Verdi
baritone’ Carlos Alvarez makes a long overdue return to the
MET after more than a decade. The cast will also include the
MET’s charismatic American soprano Ailyn Perez as Boccane-
gra’ s daughter Amelia Grimaldi,Russian bass Dmitry Belossel-
sky as Amelia’s grandfather Fiesco, and Maltese tenor Joseph
Calleja as her lover Gabriele Adorno. The conductor is Carlo
Rizzi, and the staging is by directorGiancarlo del Monaco and
set designer Michael Scott. Sung in Italian with MET titles. 

At 8:00 pm on Wednesday, April 15th, a one-block walk will take us
to Carnegie Hall for the sold-out Carnegie Hall concert by the
Boston Symphony Orchestra under its hugely popular Latvian
Music Director Andris Nelsons. Tonight’s program is devoted to
Richard Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde, Act I1I, which includes the
composer’s extensive ‘mad scene’ for the tenor, as Tristan raves
with his passionate longing for Isolde, and the radiant culminating
Liebestod as Isolde mourns Tristan’s death. Appearing in the chal-
lenging title roles will be the American dramatic soprano Emily
Magee and today’s reigning romantic tenor Jonas
Kaufmann. (Mr. Kaufmann is returning to this
role now, again under Maestro Nelsons’ baton,
after his acclaimed Act II in 2018.) The cast also
features Michelle DeYoung as Brangaene,
Kostas Smoriginas as Kurvenal, and Günther
Groissböck as King Mark. We are fortunate to
have early confirmation for our orchestra seats.
Sung in German with English titles. 

On Thursday, April 16th, we look forward to a con-
cert by the New York Philharmnic at Lincoln
Center’s David Geffen Hall. The dynamic Dutch

Music Director Jaap van Zweden will con-
duct Mozart’s mature Piano Concerto No. 25,
K. 503 and Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 1
(‘Titan’). The lyric movements of Mahler’s
‘First’ embrace orchestral versions of his early
cycle, Songs of a Wayfarer. The pianist is the
brilliant Russian virtuoso Daniil Trifonov,
whose solo appearances at Carnegie Hall are
immediately sold out. 

At 8:00 pm on Friday evening, April 17th, our
program will conclude with the MET’s re -
nowned Franco Zeffirelli production of Gia-
como Puccini’s final opera, Turandot.
Zeffirelli’s grandiose vision and sensitive dir   -
 ection have caused audiences to gasp every
time this production is revived. During an era

when the MET is apparently abandoning most of the repertoire’s
grandest stagings, we are fortunate to encounter Zeffirelli’s iconic
‘Turandot’ again before it disappears. The Swedish Wagnerian so-
prano Nina Stemme will reprise her thrilling portrayal of the icy

Princess Turandot from this sum-
mer’s Munich Festival. The quartet
of principals will also include Abkhaz-
ian- Russian soprano Hibla Gerz-
mava as the sympathetic slave Liu;
Italian tenor Marco Berti as Turan-
dot’s ardent suitor Prince Calaf; and
French bass Nicolas Testé as
Calaf’s father, Timur. The conductor
is again Carlo Rizzi. Sung in Italian
with MET titles.

Independent departures should be
on the morning of Saturday, April
18th.

New York Spring Holiday

Price per person, based on double occupancy                   $  3,180*
Single room supplement                                                       $     680
Airfare NOT included.

*Because the New York Athletic Club has a limited num-
ber of king-bedded rooms, couples requesting a one-bed-
ded room will be accommodated in a queen-sized bed.
For any couples requesting a king bed, there will be an
additional charge of $65 per night ($260 for the Tour)
for this upgrade, depending on availability. 

IMPORTANT: Our tickets for the MET will be on the
Prime Orchestra for ‘Simon Boccanegra’ and in the
Grand Tier Prime for ‘Turandot’, where acoustics and
sightlines are optimal. Our tickets for Carnegie Hall
and the NY Philharmonic are on the main floor.

Simon Boccanegra at the MET

Daniil Trifonov
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Ailyn Perez

Carlos Alvarez

Joseph Calleja

Carnegie HallJonas Kaufmann Emily Magee
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