
Baden-Baden: “This storied German town where the wealthy, the
famous and the talented – from Dostoyevsky to the kings of Saudi
Arabia – have been coming for centuries.” NY Times

“As Germany’s ultimate high-fashion resort, Baden-Baden lives
unashamedly on leisure and pleasure. Here the splendor of the
Belle Epoch lives on to a remarkable extent… It features a crowded
season of performances, along with exciting horse racing and high-
stakes action at its renowned casino.” Fodor

“There seems little question that the new museum (the Burda
Museum, designed by Richard Meier) is a major addition to
the universe of European art museums.” NY Times, Jan. ’05

“Kyrill Petrenko is the right choice for the Berlin
Philharmonic . He carries a flame for the great German
tradition.” The Telegraph

“The passion and dramatic verve that Riccardo Muti masterfully
elicited are simply magnificent… A Verdi Requiem for the ages” 

www.cso.org

“Sonya Yoncheva has a stunningly beautiful voice… a superb
technique and extraordinary dramatic skills. Put simply, this
soprano has it all.” Classical Art

Stuart Skelton (as Otello): “He vocalized the role superbly…
Not since Domingo in his prime can this music have been sung
with more complete assurance.” The Telegraph

Elina Garanca: “A singer surely destined to join the greats…
There’s nothing unfinished about her.” Gramophone

“There are those who say Lang Lang may be the greatest pianist of
his generation. Listen for yourself, they may well be right.” 

Record Review

L ocated in the Southwestern corner of Germany’s pastoral
Black Forest, a short distance from both France and
Switzerland, the resort town of Baden-Baden has long
been a favorite retreat of Europeans for the thermal waters
and the old-world luxur y of the facilities. Now this

charming center has emerged as the home of the Festspielhaus
Baden-Baden-Arts Foundation, which has been sponsoring a
number of major Festivals since 2000. Following our recent sold-
out Tour for the 2018 Whitsun Festival, we are now planning a
return in April of 2019 for the Easter Festival’s remarkable
variety of thrilling performances. (We have included a full,
leisurely week to maximize our enjoyment of Baden Baden.)

Our six Easter performances will embrace a pair of master works
by Giuseppe Verdi: his penultimate work for the stage, Otello;
and the emotional Verdi Requiem for chorus and a quartet of
soloists. Baden-Baden’s stellar international casts wil feature
Sonya Yoncheva, Stuart Skelton and Luca Salsi in their
Shakespearean portrayals of ‘Otello’; and Vittoria Yeo, Elina
Garance, Francesco Meli and Ildar Abdrazakov intoning the
Latin text of the Requiem. The orchestra for both works will be
the revered Berlin Philharmonic, with Daniele Gatti leading
the opera and Riccardo Muti in charge of the Requiem. 

On a third evening, we look forward to an operatic premiere,
offering Victoria Bond’s chamber opera, Clara. In the city’s
smaller Baden-Baden Theatre, ‘Clara’ will delineate the life of
Robert Schumann’s daughter and her relationships with her
husband, her father, and Johannes Brahms.  

A fourth program is entitled Musikfest and will showcase mem bers
of the Berlin Philharmonic and the National Youth Orch estra of
Germany in works of Verdi, Prokofiev, Mercadante, and Respighi
(‘The Pines of Rome’) under the baton of Daniele Gatti.

BADEN-BADEN: EASTER FESTIVAL
Sunday, April 14th through Monday, April 22nd   

Augustaplatz, Baden-Baden

24



Our week will culminate with yet
another highlight, with the Ber -
lin Philharmonic under the
dynamic Russian maestro Kirill
Petrenko in a pro gram of Beet -
hoven’s Piano Conc -
erto No. 3 and Tchai     -
 kovsky’s Symphony
No. 5. The piano solo -
ist will be Lang Lang.
Earlier on the same
day, we will enjoy a
matinee con  cer t in
the hotel’s Orang   erie
where The Phil -
harmonic Salon will
of fer one of Verdi’s
chamber works.

April is an ideal
month for you to relax in the local spas and to absorb the
atmosphere of Baden-Baden’s unique vacation atmosphere. The
cafes and restaurants specialize in the finest inter national cuisine,
and you will want to enjoy a first-hand experience in the gambling
rooms of the casino designed by the Parisian, Jacques Bénazet. We
have planned an introductory walking-tour of the charming city
center and a full-day excursion to the Baroque Residential Palace of
Rastatt in the Upper Rhine Valley. 

Sunday, April 14th, departure from New York’s Kennedy Airport
at 4:10 pm on Lufthansa flight #401, arriving in Frankfurt at 5:50
am on the morning of the 15th. (Or independent travel to Baden-
Baden). Please note that our transfer from the airport to Baden-
Baden will be for the designated flight. If you arrive on other flights,
there is direct and efficient train service from Frankfurt Airport to
Baden-Baden. You should contact your own travel agent if you
choose this independent plan.

Accommodations for seven nights at Baden-Baden’s
renowned Brenner’s Park Hotel and Spa, with a lavish
buffet breakfast in the spacious Salon Lichtenthal. “A stately
mansion off the leafy Lichtentaler Allee, set on spacious private
grounds” (Fodor), the Brenner Park ranks as the town’s most
luxurious hotel and attracts the elite of Europe at all times of
the year. As it is par ticularly popular during any Festival
periods, we are fortunate to have our early confirmation. The
thermal baths on the premises offer extensive steam rooms
and saunas, and a range of massages from ‘Hawaiian Lomi-
Lomi’ to ‘Arabian Nights at Brenner’s. (Our reservations include
free use of the pool, the Saunarium Spa and the Fitness Centre.). 

Monday evening, April 15th, a cocktail reception will be
arranged in a private entertainment suite of the hotel. This will
be an opportunity to meet other members of the Tour.

Tuesday morning, April 16th, is left free to recover from jet lag.
In the afternoon, a walking tour will give you an introduction to
the quiet town of Baden-Baden. Our guide will familiarize you
with the celebrated Casino, considered the most beautiful in
Europe; the “positively palatial Caracalla Baths, a vast complex
with no fewer than seven pools” (Fodor), and the tempting cafes
and designer boutiques along the pedestrian shopping street of
Lichtentalerstrasse. We will conclude our walk with a stop at
the Café König, a bona fide Baden-Baden institution, for the
traditional German ‘coffee and cake’. The Café’s specialty is
Black Forest cake (‘schwarz wälder kuchen’).

As the Easter Festival does not begin until the 17th, Tuesday
evening is free for independent dining. 

Wednesday morning, April 17th, we will visit the Johannes
Brahms House and walk through the Lichtenthaler Allee and
rose garden. Brahms was among the frequent visitors to Baden-
Baden in the mid-19th century, and the well-preserved Blue
Room reflects the creative atmosphere which inspired the
composer during his summer visits from 1865 until 1874. 

At 6:00 pm on Wednesday, the lavish tiered Baden-Baden
Theater is the venue for our performance of the chamber opera
Clara by the American composer Victoria Bond. This premiere
production is appropriately staged in the town where many of the
19th century musicians often visited the waters of the spa. The
opera focuses on the life of Robert Schumann’s wife Clara, and
particularly on her love for her father and her burgeoning
relationship with Johannes Brahms. The composer received the
Miriam Gideon prize for Clara’s aria ‘Two Loves’, which closes
the first act with her conflicted feelings about her father and her
husband. (The cast and conductor have not yet been announced.)

Thursday morning, April 18th, we will encounter the richness of
the Frieder Burda Collection of German Expres sionism,
“housed in a gleam ing, airy Richard Meier building on the edgeBrenner’s Park Hotel

Lang Lang

Richard
Meier’s
Burda
Museum

Rastatt Residential Palace
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of a park” (NY Times). The vast
collection of more than 1,000
pieces includes works by
Picasso, de Kooning, Beckmann,
Macke, Kirchner, Lehmbruck
and many others.

Early Thursday evening, we will
enjoy a pre-performance dinner
at the in-house Aida Restau -
rant of Baden-Baden’s Fest -
spielhaus. This will be fol -
lowed by the 8:00 pm Musik fest
concert by the Wind Octet of
the Berlin Philharmonic and
the National Youth Orchestra
of Germany. Daniele Gatti will
be the conductor for Dances
from Verdi’s ‘Macbeth’ and ‘Otello’, Sergei Prokofiev’s Romeo
and Juliet (arranged for wind octet), Saverio Merca dante’s
Decimo, and Otterino Respighi’s Pines of Rome. 

April 19th is ‘Good Friday’. In the morning, an excursion to
the German village of Rastatt in the Upper Rhine Valley will
bring us to the Residential Palace, the area’s oldest Bar -
oque residence. In the early 18th century, Margrave Ludwig
Wilhelm of Baden-Baden commissioned the Italian architect
Domenico Rossi to construct a grand palace modeled after
Versailles. “The palace, gardens and town were planned as a
whole, to create an impression of elegant, per f ectly
proportioned uniformity – with the palace commanding pride
of place at the centre.” (www.residenzsch lossrastatt). After
visiting the grounds and the beautifully restored church, we
will stop for a relaxed lunch in a country inn en route back
to Baden-Baden. 

At 6:00 pm on Friday, we will return to the Festspielhaus for the
new production of Giuseppe Verdi’s tower ing operatic tragedy,
Otello. The masterful libretto by Arrigo Boito surpasses the
original Shakespeare with the addition of Iago’s demonic ‘Credo’
and Desdemona’s mellifluous ‘Willow Song’ and ‘Ave Maria’.
With the great title role for dramatic tenor, Verdi created his
most challenging role for a consummate sing ing actor. Tonight
the Australian helden tenor Stuart Skelton will embody the
jealous Moor opposite the MET’s radiant Verdi soprano Sonya

Yon cheva as Desde -
mona, the role which
cata pulted her to star -
dom  two years ago.
Com pleting the prin -
cipals will be the Italian
baritone Luca Salsi
repeating his riveting
portrayal of Iago. The
Berlin Philharmonic
will be conducted by
Daniele Gatti, and the
staging is directed and
designed by Rober t
Wilson. Sung in Ital -
ian with English and
German titles.

Following a free day on
Saturday, April 20th,

our evening perform ance at 6:00pm
will be the Verdi Requiem in the
Fest spiel haus. Giuseppe Verdi’s
towering choral master piece is
also considered one of his
consummate operatic compo s -
itions, reflecting the florid and
demanding arias assigned to each
of the four soloists. With the
Italian Verdi specialist Ric cardo
Muti leading the Berlin Phil -
harmonic and Bavarian Rund -
funks Choir, we can be assured

of a dramatic inter pretation of
the searing Dies Irae, Sanctus
and Libra Me. The quartet of
inter national soloists will be
South Korean soprano
Vittoria Yeo, Latvian mezzo-
soprano Elina Garanca ,
Italian tenor Fran cesco
Meli, and Russian bass Ildar
Abdrazakov. 

Our final day, Easter Sunday,
April 21st, will be devoted to
a pair of musical events. At
2:00 pm, the intimate Orang -
erie of our hotel will be the
venue for The Phil harm -
onic Salon . A chamber
ensemble of Berlin Phil -
harmonic musicians will

perform a rarity by Giuseppe Verdi – Triste, triste, triste! Wagner
e morto! – composed as a tribute to Richard Wagner soon after
his death. 

At 6:00 pm on Sunday evening, our Baden-Baden week with
culminate with an orchestral highlight of the Easter Festival. In
the Festspielhaus, the Berlin Philharmonic will be led by the
newly-named Music Director Kirill  Petrenko in a program of
Ludwig van Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 3 and Pyotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5. The soloist is the vir tuoso
Chinese pianist, Lang Lang.

Monday, April 22nd, transfer from the hotel to Frankfurt Airport
in time for the 5:10 pm departure of Lufthansa flight #404,
scheduled to arrive at New York’s Kennedy Airport at 7:55 pm.
Or independent departure. 

Baden-Baden Easter

Price per person, based on double occupancy                    $  6,750    
Single room supplement                                                        $     680    

Airfare NOT included.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on the time of
booking. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (see inside back
cover) for current fares. 
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