
Jonas Kaufmann: “At full voice, he is without rival.
… His tone is luscious and thrilling.” 

Opera News

“Sonya Yoncheva (as Tosca at the MET) is coquet-
tish and passionate, fragile and fretful… It was fasci-
nating to hear ‘Vissi d’arte’ delivered as a true reflec-
tion, almost pensively.” NY Times

Anja Harteros: “It was not only that her singing was
exquisite… but the way she delved into the heart of her
character that made her interpretation complete … topped by an
unbelievably intense ‘Pace, pace mio Dio’ ”.

Opera News, review of Munich’s ‘Forza del Destino’

“The discovery of the night was Brian Jagde… a heroic Italian
style tenor to the marrow.” Seattle Weekly

Véronique Gens: “An effortless stylish and wonderfully polished
Wigmore Hall Recital” The Guardian

“The annual visit of the Vienna Philharmonic to Carnegie Hall,
with three splendid concerts, brought bonuses historical, musical
and educational.” NY Times

Krystian Zimerman: “A contender for the title of the greatest liv-
ing Chopin pianist” The Guardian

I n recent years, our annual spring Tours to Paris
have consistently rewarded our travelers with a
wide variety of imaginative operatic repertoire in
the city’s wealth of beautiful theatres. During the
ideal weather of early June, our 2019 Tour will

encompass a total of FIVE PERFORMANCES. Our
varied program will take us to three of the city’s
glamorous venues – the state-of-the-art Bastille
Opera which is now the home of the Opéra
National de Paris ; the elegant ‘ar t nouveau’
Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, a short walk from

our hotel; and the city’s newest venue, the Philharmonie de
Paris at the Cité de la Musique.  

Our operatic evenings will include a pair of Italian masterworks
at the Bastille – Verdi’s melodic and brooding tragedy, La Forza
del Destino, and Puccini’s riveting melodrama, Tosca. We are
delighted that a third opera will be Jacques Offenbach’s French
‘opéra comique’, Maître Péronilla, a French rarity at the
Champs-Elysées. The superlative international casts will be
headed by Sonja Yoncheva, Jonas Kaufmann and Luca Salsi
in ‘Tosca’; Anja Harteros, Brian Jagde, and Zeljko Lucic in
‘Forza’; and Véronique Gens lending authentic French charm
to Offenbach. 

A change of pace will be an orchestral concert by the peerless
Vienna Philharmonic, which will be visiting the Champs-
Elysées with a program of Robert Schumann and Hector Berlioz
under the Latvian conductor Mariss Jansons. A second instru-

Jean Nouvel’s Cité de la Musique

PARIS OPERA HIGHLIGHTS
The Bastille Opera; Champs-Elysées Theatre;  

Cité de la Musique; Vienna Philharmonic
Friday, May 31st through Saturday, June 8th

Jonas Kaufmann
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mental evening
will feature the
charismatic Pol-
ish pianist Krys-
tian Zimerman
in a Recital at the
Philharmonie.

Early June prom -
 ises to be per-
fect weather to
enjoy the natural
beauty of Paris
and the richness

of the city’s architecture. Our several excursions will take us to
the rose gardens and château of the Parc de Bagatelle; the
Musée des Arts Forains in the 12th arondissement; and
Alexandre Dumas’ Château de Monte Cristo in St. Germain-
en-Laye. 

Friday, May 31st, departure from
New York’s Kennedy Airport at
6:45 pm on Air France flight #7,
scheduled to arrive at Charles de
Gaulle Airport in Paris at 8:10
a.m. on the morning of June 1st.
Or independent travel to Paris.

Accommodations for a leisurely
seven nights with a generous
buffet breakfast included at the
Hotel Château Frontenac on
rue Pierre Charon in the heart
of the Champs-Elysées district.
This art-deco hotel has an ele-
gant cocktail bar, a spacious
reception area with a lovely crys-
tal chandelier and comfortable
guest lounge. The friendly sur-
rounding neighborhood is ideal
for strolling through quiet

streets, shopping in intriguing boutiques, and dining in charac-
teristic French bistros and cafés. If you wish to arrive a day early
to adjust to the time change, we will be happy to reserve your room
for the additional night of May 31st. You
should let us know NOW if you want the early
night.

Saturday evening, June 1st, a Cocktail Reception is arranged
for us in the hotel’s lovely bar “Le 47”.  This will be an opportu-
nity for you to meet other members of the Tour.  After our recep-
tion, we will walk a short distance to the Théâtre Des Champs-
Elysées, the epitome of Parisian ‘art nouveau’ style, for our first
performance.  

At 8:00 pm, we will enjoy Jacques Offenbach’s light-hearted
‘opéra comique’, Maître Péronilla. One of his final works, this
‘buffo’ comedy was premiered in Paris in 1878 and is rarely
encountered today. Offenbach was a co-writer of the libretto,
which is set in Madrid and depicts the confusion of a ‘Woman
with Two Husbands’ (the sub-title of the piece). The charming
score is reminis-
cent of the com-
poser’s earlier
successes, ‘La
Belle Hélène’
and  and ‘La Péri-
chole’. Featured
in the large
ensem  ble cast
are French sop -
rano Véro nique
Gens as Leona
(Péronilla’s sis-
ter), Tassis
Chris toyannis
as the soldier
Ripardos, and
Eric Huchet in the title role of
Madrid’s leading chocolatier. The con-
ductor of the Orchestre National de
France is Markus Poschner.

Sunday morning, June 2nd, is left free to recover from jet lag and
to adjust to the time change. In the afternoon, an excursion will
take us through the Bois de Boulogne to the Parc de Bagatelle.
June is an optimum period to enjoy strolling through the gardens
with an explosion of roses and to view the park’s small 18th cen-
tury neo-classical château. There is also a pleasant café for after-
noon coffee/tea. 

Sunday evening is free for independent dining at a Parisian
restaurant of your own choice.  

On Monday, June 3rd, when many of the city’s museums are
closed, an excursion is planned to the Musée des Arts Forains
within the Pavillons de Bercy.  These restored ancient wine ware-
houses of Bercy became the per fect venue for Jean-Paul
Favand’s rare collection of extraordinary performing arts objects
created between 1830 and 1950. 

Monday evening, a relaxed dinner will be arranged at Philippe
et Jean-Pierre, “a beautiful art deco restaurant with a very
Parisian address” a short walk from the hotel.  “In the kitchen,
Jean Pierre Brault creates generous plates of sunny, Mediter-
ranean food.” (www.toptable.com) 

Tuesday, June 4th, and Wednesday the 5th, are free during the
day for museum visits and shopping in the Parisian boutiques
throughout the city. Our hotel is in a prime district for browsing
along the Champs-Elysées and side streets. 

Théâtre des Champs-Elysées

Véronique
Gens

Hotel Château Frontenac

Parc Bagatelle gazebo
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Tuesday evening, an orchestral highlight of
the season will be the visiting Vienna Phil-
harmonic at the Champs-Elysées. At
8:00 pm, the Latvian conductor Mariss
Jansons will be on the podium for a
Romantic program combining Robert Schu-
mann’s Symphony No. 1 ‘The Spring’) and
Hector Berlioz’ Symphonie Fantastique. 

Wednesday evening,
June 5th, we are among
the for tunate ticket-
holders for the 7:30
pm per formance of
Giacomo Puccini’s
Tosca at the state-of-
the-ar t Bastil le
Opera . Puccini’s

familiar arias and dra-
matic genius will be in

the hands of a sensational cast headed by Bulgarian soprano
Sonya Yoncheva in the title role, today’s reigning romantic
tenor Jonas Kaufmann as Cavaradossi, and Italian baritone
Luca Salsi as Baron Scarpia. The conductor is Dan Ettinger,
and the staging is directed by Pierre Audi with set designs by
Christof Hetzer. Sung in Italian with English and French sur-
titles. 

On Thursday, June 6th, a full-day excursion will take us to Le
Port-Marly in St. Germain-en-Laye to visit the Château de
Monte Cristo, the secluded retreat of the 19th century novelist
Alexandre Dumas. In 1844, he began building his pseudo-Renais-
sance château to create “a
miniature paradise on earth”.
Honoré de Balzac called it “the
most royal bijou residence in
existence”.  Lunch is included
today at the country inn Au
Vieux Marly in the village of
Marly-le-Roi. 

Early Thursday evening, we
will return to the Bastil le
Opera for the 7:00 pm Pre-
miere of Giuseppe Verdi’s La
Forza del Destino . Set in
18th century Spain and Italy,
‘Forza’ ranks among the com-

poser’s grandest and most demanding scores, with two great
tenor/baritone duets and fully-rounded characterizations for
each of the principals. Because of the casting challenges, it is far

less often revived today than most of
the Verdi canon. The Bastille’s inter-
national cast will include the radiant
German soprano Anja Harteros in
one of her signature roles as
Leonora, American tenor Brian
Jagde as Don Alvaro, Serbian bari-
tone Zeljko Lucic as Don Carlo,
Armenian mezzo-soprano Varduhi
Abrahamyan as Preziosilla, Italian

baritone Gabriele Viviani as a ‘buffo’ Fra Melitone, and Polish
bass Rafal Siwek as Padre Guardiano. The conductor is the San
Francisco Opera’s Music Dirctor, Nicola Luisotti, and the pro-
duction is directed by Jean-Claude Aubray with sets by Maria
Chiara Donato. Sung in Italian with English and French sur-
titles. 

Friday evening, June 7th, a pre-concert dinner is planned at Au
Boeuf Couronné near the Cité de la Musique on the outskirts
of Paris.

At 8:30 pm on
Friday eve -
ning, our week
will conclude
with a Recital
by the Polish
v i r t u o s o
pianist Kryst-
ian Zimer-
man at the
Philharmonie
de Paris.  This
new concer t
hall desi gned
by Jean Nouvel
and located
within the Cité de la Musique, has
become the new musical heart of
Paris. (Program TBA)

Saturday, June 6th, departure from Paris’ Charles de Gaulle Air-
port at 1:35 pm on Air France flight #6, scheduled to arrive at
New York’s Kennedy Airport at 4:00 p.m. Or independent depar-
ture.

Paris

Price per person, based on double occupancy                 $  6,680
Single room supplement                                                     $     980*

* We regret the high single supplement charged by the hotel in high
season. 

Airfare NOT included.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on time of book-
ing. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (see inside back
cover) for current fares.

Bastille Opéra

Sonya
Yoncheva

Brian Jagde Zeljko Lucic

Anja Harteros

Château de Monte Cristo

Philharmonie 
de Paris, 

Cité la Musique
Krystian 

Zimerman

Luca Salsi
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