
Parma: “The ‘Parmigiani’ are justly proud
of their opera tradition in their city’s Teatro
Regio and have long held the reputation of
being among the world’s most discrim inating
audiences when it comes to the lyric theater.”

Opera in Italy Today, Nick Rossi

“Each autumn, when Verdi’s two home towns of Parma and Busseto
vibrate with unique colours and fragrances that speak to our
collective imagination, Festival Verdi comes to life.” 

Festival Verdi
“The certainty that one will always eat well is one of the great
comforts of Parma, which can plausibly claim to be the gastro -
nomic capital of Italy.” NY Times

Florence: “Florence is the andante in the vast symphony of
glory that is Italy. How many souls have been amply satisfied
with the rich melodies of the andante movement!”

The Lily of the Arno, Virginia Johnson, l89l  

“The Galleria degli Uf fizi along the banks of the Arno
River is any art lover’s dream.” Travel.usnews.com

F or the the thirteenth consecutive year, our fall Northern
Italy Tour will focus on the thrilling Parma Verdi
Festival, which is committed to a complete survey of the
Verdi canon. This year’s return to Parma will be
highlighted by FOUR VERDI PERFORMANCES – a

welcome Verdian plethora compared to the earlier experience of
only two or three operas each year. In terms of chronology, we
will begin with Verdi’s first veritable hit, Nabucco (1842 at La
Scala), followed by his rarely staged melodrama, I Due Fosari
(1844, Rome). Third will be his melodic tragedy, Luisa Miller

(1849, Naples), a forerunner of his great
‘middle period’ triumphs; and fourth will be
the mature masterpiece, Aida (1871 in
Cairo). The four productions will take us
into three historic Parma/Busseto opera
houses, all with English surtitles. 

Parma’s friendly cafés and restaurants all
serve the world-famous ‘prosciutto di Parma’ and ‘Parmigiano
Reggiano cheese’. In honor of Italy’s undisputed operatic giant, a
visit is planned to Verdi’s gracious home of Villa Sant’Agata in
his hometown of Busseto. We are fortunate to have confirmed
reservations for five nights at everyone’s first choice in Parma,
the Stendhal Hotel. 

Immediately after Parma, we will continue for three nights to
Florence – a long overdue return to Italy’s Renaissance cultural
capital. A pair of performances at the city’s Teatro del Maggio
Musicale will contrast the irresistible dramatic power of
Georges Bizet’s Carmen with an early 19th century rarity by
Gaspare Spontini – Fernando Cortez, a ‘grand opera’ depicting
the Spanish conquest of Mexico. Our choice of the Kraft Hotel
is in a quiet neighborhood, a couple of blocks from the scenic
Arno River. A leisurely walk along the Arno will take us past the
Ponte Vecchio for a guided visit through the priceless rooms of
the Uffizi Gallery, Italy’s most important Renaissance museum. 

The weather in October should be ideal for walking in each city
center. Our itinerary of eight nights will leave ample time for you to
enjoy the ubiquitous art and irresistible food of Parma and Florence. 

Tuesday, October 15th, departure from New York’s Kennedy
Airport at 5:55 on Delta Airlines flight #172, arriving at Milan’s
Malpensa Airport (NOT Linate) at 7:55 am on the morning of
the 16th. Our bus will meet this flight for the transfer to Parma, a
little less than two hours. Or independent travel to Parma.    

Ponte Vecchio, Florence
Teatro Regio, Parma

NORTHERN ITALY
Parma’s Verdi Festival & Florence

Four Verdi Operas
Tuesday, October 15th through Thursday, October 24th
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PARMA, OCTOBER 16TH – 20TH

A ccommodations for five nights with buf fet breakfast
included at Parma’s four-star Stendhal Hotel, named for
the city’s illustrious classical author. Because of its location

within easy walking distance of the Teatro Regio, the Teatro
Farnese, the Piazza Duomo and the Palazzo della Pilotta (now
home to several museums), the relatively small Stendhal is
always our first choice when we visit Parma. The 62 rooms are
classically furnished, and the restaurant La Pilotta offers an
excellent breakfast. The historic center of Parma offers many
small shops and attractive trattorias for relaxed browsing and
dining. We are fortunate to have secured our reservations during
the sought-after Festival period, as there are only a few hotels near
the historic center. The Verdi Festival is notoriously sold out to
subscribers and Parma’s local aficionados. 

On our first evening, Wednesday the 16th, Tuesday the 2nd,
dinner will be arranged at Osteria Antica Ghiaia, a favorite
neighborhood restaurant in Parma’s city center. This will be an
opportunity to meet other members of the Tour. 

Mid-morning
on Thursday,
October 17th,
a two-hour
walk ing tour
will be an
orientation to
the center of
Parma. The
Piazza del
Duomo and
its buildings
(Cathedra l ,
Baptistry and
Chiesa di San
G i o v a n n i )

com prise “one of the most harmonious, tranquil city centers in
Italy. The magnificent 12th century Duomo has two vigilant
stone lions standing guard beside the main door” (Fodor) and an
exuberant fresco by Antonio Correggio in the dome (‘Assumption
of the Virgin’). Literary enthusiasts will recollect many of today’s
locales as the setting for Stendhal’s classic French novel, ‘The
Char terhouse of Parma’. The principal ar t museum is the
Galleria Nazionale, housed in the vast Palazzo della Pilotta
built in 1600. The Galleria contains Renaissance and Mannerist
paintings by Parma’s own Correggio and Parmigianino as well as
priceless works by Leonardo, El Greco and Bronzino.
“Today Correggio is acclaimed as one of the leading
masters of Mannerist painting; his many works on view
in Parma are some of the city’s greatest draws.” (Fodor).
The Madonna della Steccata, a 16th century church
in the Classical style, contains a series of fine frescoes
by Parmigianino.

At 8:00 pm on Thursday evening, our first Verdi
Festival performance will be in Parma’s principal
opera house, the Teatro Regio. This will be I Due
Foscari. ‘The Two Foscari’ follows the composer’s
successful ‘Ernani’ and is one of the most complete
achievements of Verdi’s ‘early period’. Set in 15th
century Venice to a libretto by Piave based on Byron’s
romantic play of the same title, the opera concerns the
conflicted loyalties of Francesco Foscare (the doge of
Venice) between his duty to his office and his love for
his son (the second Foscare). Verdi’s “compelling score
that has not been heard in a U.S. opera house for over
thirty years” (Sara sota Opera) cap tures the brooding

political atmosphere of
the Italian Renaissance.
The wide-ranging vocal
demands require a quar -
tet of major singing-
actors for the leading
roles. Parma’s cast will
feature Maria Katza -
rava, Stefan Pop,
Vladimir Stoyanov
and Giacomo Prestia.
The conductor is Paolo
Ar rivabeni , and the
production is directed
by Leo Muscato with
sets designed by Andrea Belli. 

After a free morning on Friday, October 18th, an hour’s drive will
take us to the Villa Sant’Agata outside the town of Busseto.
Verdi built this grand country home for himself in 1849, and it
has been preserved as a memorial to the region’s most famous
native son.  Many of his greatest works were composed in this
gracious so-called ‘Villa Verdi’. Today the house abounds in
operatic memorabilia, and the small surrounding park offers the
opportunity of a peaceful stroll. After our visit of Villa Sant’Agata,
there will be free time to stroll through the tranquil streets of
Busseto. A pre-theatre dinner will then be served at the town’s
Osteria Busseto.

At 7:00 pm on Friday, we are among the fortunate ticket-holders
for a performance of Aida in Busseto’s Teatro Verdi. While
‘Aida’ if often staged as a grand spectacle, the brilliant score
lends itself equally well to the intimate venue of this tiny historic
opera house. The confrontations between Aida and Amneris,
Aida and her father Amonasro, and the final scene of  doomed
farewell for Aida and Radames inspired Verdi to compose some
of his most lyric duets. Similarly, Aida’s great patriotic aria in the
Nile scene, ‘O patria mia’, should be interpreted as an inward
meditation of longing and loss. We are always grateful for any
opportunity to experience a performance in the Teatro Verdi.
The cast of principals will be drawn from the winners of
Busseto’s International ‘Voci Verdiane’. Michelangelo Mazza
will conduct, and the production is by Franco Zef firelli.
(Important: Our tickets in the Teatro Verdi are often in the side
boxes with limited visibility. We are always grateful for any
opportunity to experience a performance in this tiny opera house.)

Saturday, October 19th, is a free day to explore Parma
independently and to enjoy your own choice of the town’s

tempting restaurants. 

Saturday evening, we will walk to Parma’s San Fran -
cisco Church for the 8:00 pm performance of Verdi’s
Luisa Miller. Inspired by one of Friedrich  Schiller’ s
gripping melodramas (‘Kabale und Liebe’ ), this
melodic opera was written shortly before ‘ Rigoletto’
and contains a wealth of Verdi’s soaring arias, duets
and ensembles. The compelling rhythmic energy also
points towards another of the great ‘ middle Verdi’
works - ‘Il Trovatore’. Tonight’s staging in the
unusual venue of Parma’s exquisite church promises
to be a Festival highlight. A stellar international cast
is headed by the MET’s Angela Meade in the title
role, Italy’s ‘Verdi baritone’ Franco Vassallo as her
father, tenor Amadhi Lagha as Rodolfo, Martina
Belli as Federica, Riccardo Zanellato as Count
Walter, and Gabriele Sagona as Wurm. Roberto
Abbado is the conductor, and the new co-production
with Bologna’s Teatro Comunale is directed by Lev
Dodin with sets by Aleksandr Borovskij. Franco Vassallo

Angela Meade

Piazza del Duomo, Parma

Teatro Verdi, Busseto
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On Sunday, October 20th, a gourmet lunch
of Parmesan cuisine will be served at La
Greppia, a small, unpretentious ristorante
reputed to be “the most elegant, talked-about
restaurant in the city” (Fodor). La Greppia is
on the corner from our hotel.

At 3:30 pm on Sunday, we will return to the
Teatro Regio for our final Verdi per  -
formance, Nabucco . Verdi’s first major
success maintains its impor tance in the
composer’s output by virtue of Abigaille’s
challenging arias, the fully developed title role for a consummate
‘Verdi baritone’, and the beloved closing-act choral lament of the
Hebrews (‘Va pensiero’). Enthusiastic audiences usually insist on
an encore of this most famous piece in all of Verdi’s operas.

Tonight’s cast will include
Amar tuvshin Enkhbat as
King Nebuchad nezzar (Nabucco),
Saioa Her  nandez in the
notoriously demanding role of
Nabucco’s usurping daughter
Abigaille, and Pavel Shmul -
evich as the High Priest
Zaccaria. The roles of the
young lovers Ismaele and
Fenena will be sung by Ivan
Magri and Annalisa Stroppa.
The conductor is Francesco
Ivan Ciampa, and staging is by
director Stefano Ricci and
scenic designer Nicolas
Bovey.

Monday morning, October
21st, a several-hour bus ride
will take us through the hills of
Northern Italy to Florence. 

FLORENCE: OCTOBER 21ST – 23RD

A ccommodations for three nights with a generous buf fet
breakfast included at the four-star Kraft Hotel on a quiet
street within walking distance of the Teatro del Maggio

Musicale Fiorentino, the city’s new opera house opened in
2014. This charming small hotel is ideally suited to our Tour
during busy periods. We are grateful for the pleasant residential
neighborhood, the personal service, and the unique rooftop
restaurant and swimming pool overlooking the entire city. The
relaxed atmosphere offers a refreshing respite whenever the
center of Florence is oppressively crowded and noisy.

Monday evening, October 21st, we will enjoy a relaxed dinner at
Buca Mario, a Florentine restaurant a short walk from our
hotel. No performance this evening. 

Tuesday morning, October 22nd, a ‘group entrance’ has been
arranged into the priceless Uffizi Gallery, which contains a
succession of many of the most famous paintings of the Italian
Renaissance. Our appointment will save you the long hours of
waiting in line to view such works as Giotto’s Madonna and
Child, Botticelli’s Primavera and The Birth of Venus, Leonardo da
Vinci’s Annunciation, and several Raphael Madonnas.

At 8:00 pm on Tuesday, we will attend a performance of Georges
Bizet’s Carmen at the Teatro Maggio Musicale. The most
popular work of the French operatic repertoire, ‘Carmen’ is
based on Prosper Mérimée’s classic novel of stark realism,

vividly recreating the sensual ambience of
Seville in the 1830’s. Bizet’s score boasts bril -
liant orchestral colors and a seamless succes -
sion of familiar duets and ensembles. Heading
the cast are Marina Comparato as Carmen,
Roberto Di Biasio as Don José, Laura
Giordano as Micaela, and Leon Kim as the
Toreador Escamillo. Matteo Beltrami is the
conductor, and the production is directed by
Leo Muscato with scenery by Andrea Belli.
Sung in French with English titles.

Wednesday, October 23rd, is a free day for independent activities
in Florence. The Bargello Museum contains some of Dona -
tello’s finest sculptures, and Michelangelo’s powerful work is
best seen in the Accademia and the Medici tombs in the
Church of San Lorenzo. Brunelleschi’s Duomo and the Pitti
Palace across the Arno River are among the city’s priceless
treasures. Renaissance aficionados should not miss the seminal
frescoes of the Garden of Eden by Masaccio in the Brancacci
Chapel of Santa Maria del Carmine or the dazzling Benozzo
Gozzoli fescoes of The Procession of the Kings in the Palazzo
Medici-Riccardo (both fresco cycles have been restored to
splendid effect). 

At 8:00 pm on Wednesday evening, we will return to the Teatro
Maggio Musicale for our final performance, Gaspare Spontini’s
Fernando Cortez. Premiered in Paris in 1809, this French
opera is in the ‘grand opera’ style, requiring large choruses and
special staging effects. Tonight will prove a rare opportunity to
encountering this depiction of Cortez’s conquest of Mexico in
1520. Spontini is best-known for his earlier ‘La Vestale’, which
was championed and recorded by Maria Callas. History buffs
will be intrigued to learn that ‘Fernando Cor tez’ was
commissioned in response to Napoleon’s search for an opera
about the conquest of Mexico, which he intended to evoke as
propaganda for his own Spanish campaign. The conductor will be
Italy’s sought-after Fabio Luisi, and the director is Cecilia
Ligorio. Cast TBA. Sung in French with English Titles.

Thursday, October 24th, departure from the Florence airport at
11:20 am on Delta flight #9562, arriving in Amsterdam at 1:35
pm. This connects with Delta #9278, departing Amsterdam at
2:30 pm and arriving at New York’s Kennedy Airport at 4:30 pm.
Or independent departure. 

Italy: Fall Verdi Tour

Price per person, based on double occupancy                  $ 6,480
Single room supplement                                                       $    980*

*All single travelers will be accommodated in com -
fortable ‘classic double rooms for single occupancy’.
NOT included in the price are tourist taxes in both
cities: Parma (3.50 euros pp/per night) and Florence
(4.80 Euros pp/per night). You will need to pay these
small taxes when departing each hotel.
Airfare NOT included.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on time of
booking. Please contact our agent Linda Botros for  (back-page
cover) for lowest current fares. 
IMPORTANT: You should expect to walk 10–15 minutes
to participate in this Tour, as it is impossible for a bus
to reach some of our Italian destinations any closer. 
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Botticelli’s Primavera, in the
Uffizi Gallery

Roberto 
Di Biasio

Marina
Comparato


