
Anna Netrebko: “A genuine superstar for the 21st cen-
tury” Musical American

“The Swedish soprano Nina Stemme is, of course, pre-
eminent among contemporary Wagnerian singers.” 

Gramophone

Juan Diego Florez: “His long-breathed phrasing was
exquisitely musical… The generous encore of his aria was
almost a physical necessity for all who were present.” 

(Opera News, review of Massenet’s ‘Werther’)

“Camilla Nylund outdid herself as the shadowless
Empress, harnessing her liquid silver soprano for a power-
ful role debut.” “Wolfgang Koch, a veteran Barak, once
again lent his majestically dark, lyric bass and sensitive
diction to this heartbreaking role.” 

Opera News, review of ‘Die Frau ohne Schatten’

“Stephen Gould’s powerful and pliant voice and his
strong dramatic presence made him the ideal Siegfried.” 

San Francisco Chronicle

“For many, German soprano Evelyn Herlitzius is
today’s finest Elektra.” Gramophone

F or nearly twenty consecutive years, we have cho-
sen an optimum spring week of the Vienna State
Opera’s season for our annual visit to Austria’s
vibrant music capital. Marking the landmark
150th Anniversary of the Vienna Staatsoper,

our 2019 program continues this tradition with the appearance of
many of today’s leading artists in their most challenging roles at
the Staatsoper. Only in Vienna are we able to offer the diversity
of such high quality during the concise period of one week. The
operas will be the eagerly anticipated new production of Richard
Strauss’s late masterwork, Die Frau ohne Schatten (‘The

Woman Without a Shadow’); Umberto Giordano’s
gripping verismo melodrama of the French Revolution,
Andrea Chénier; and Jules Massenet’s romantic 19th
century French opera, Manon. 

Among the principals in the stellar international casts
will be Anna Netrebko opposite her real-life husband
Yusif Eyvazov as the doomed lover of ‘Andrea
Chénier’; Wolfgang Koch opposite Nina Stemme as
Strauss’s Dyer and his wife, Camilla Nylund and
Stephen Gould as the Empress and Emperor, and
Evelyn Herlitzius as the Nurse; and Nino
Machaidze in the title role of ‘Manon’ opposite Juan
Diego Florez as the Chevalier Des Grieux. The
superlative conductors will be Christian Thielemann
for the new ‘Frau’ and Frédéric Chaslin for both
‘Chénier’ and ‘Manon’. For all operas at the venerable
Staatsoper, the revered Vienna Philharmonic will be
in the pit. PERFORMANCES AT THE VIENNA
STATE OPERA FEATURE SIMULTANEOUS ENG-
LISH TITLES. THE TITLES ARE SIMILAR TO THE
MET’S, IN FRONT OF EACH SEAT RATHER THAN
OVER THE STAGE.

On our first evening, we will be uplifted by the
Staatsoper’s production of the classic ballet, Le
Corsaire, with the Vienna Philharmonic’s per for-
mance of Adolphe Adam’s lush romantic score. And a
fifth Staatsoper performance will be a Saturday morn-
ing Chamber Concert of works by Haydn, Debussy
and Beethoven in the intimate Gustav Mahler Saal. 

Finally, we are grateful that our week will include a sold-out con-
cer t by the Vienna Philharmonic in Vienna’s famed
Musikverein, Europe’s most venerable concert-hall. The Latvian
maestro Mariss Jansens will conduct works of Rober t
Schumann and Hector Berlioz.  

VIENNA SPRING HIGHLIGHTS
150th Anniversary Vienna Staatsoper

Sunday, May 26th through Monday, June 3rd
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Our late spring visit will be
at an optimum period to
appreciate Vienna’s gour -
met restaurants and price-
less museums – before the
hordes of summer tourists
– and to enjoy the luxury of
the renowned Sacher
Hotel across the street
from the Staatsoper. Our
excursions will take us
through the scenic Vienna
Woods to the Gothic Abbey
of Heiligenkreuz (‘Holy
Cross’) and the wine-vil-
lage of Gumpolds kirchen
for a ‘heurigen’ lunch; and
through the incomparable
drawing and painting collec-
tion of the renovated
Albertina Museum. 

Sunday, May 26th, departure from New York’s Kennedy Airport
at 5:40 p.m. on Austrian Airlines flight # 88, arriving in Vienna at
8:15 a.m. on the morning of the 27th. Or independent travel to
Vienna. 

Accommodations for seven nights, with a lavish buffet break-
fast included at the deluxe Sacher Hotel, among a handful of
Europe’s finest properties by virtue of the full personal service
and the old-world charm of the bedrooms and public spaces. The
Sacher enjoys an optimum position directly across the street
from the Opera House and at the head of the shops along the
Kärntnerstrasse. Both the main restaurant and the Café boast
superb cuisine, and the concierge has earned an enviable reputa-
tion for arranging any independent activities. Your week in
Vienna will be greatly enhanced by the comfort of staying in this
famous hotel. If you wish to arrive a day ahead to adjust to the
time change, we would be happy to reserve your room for the early
night of May 26th. You should inform us NOW if you do want the
early night.

During our week, there will be ample free time for independent
museum visits and other activities. Vienna’s luxury shops are
within easy walking distance along the Kärntnerstrasse adja-
cent to the hotel and the spacious Graben leading from the front
of St. Stephen’s Cathedral.  Of major importance for our sev-
eral free mornings/afternoons are the Leopold Museum fea-
turing 20th centur y masters and the Kunsthistorisches
Museum (‘Fine Ar ts Museum’), where the galleries of
European masters include Velazquez, Franz Hals, Caravaggio,
Titian, Vermeer, and “the world’s largest collection of Flemish
scenes by Peter Bruegel; no visitor to Vienna should miss the
Breugels and the Vermeer in the grand Kunsthistorisches
Museum.” (Depar tures). The Baroque Belvedere Palace
houses the galleries of Jugendstil ‘Art Nouveau’ paintings by
Gustav Klimt, Egon Schiele and Oskar Kokoschka. You may
wish to visit the stables of the Spanish Riding School or view a
rehearsal of the Lippizaner stallions. 

Early Monday evening, May 27th, a cocktail reception will be
an opportunity to meet other members of the Tour. Our party
will be in one of the dining rooms of the Sacher, where the fin-de-
siècle style remains virtually unchanged in the past hundred
years. 

Monday evening, we will walk across the street for the
Staatsoper’s performance of Le Corsaire. The rousing ‘swash-
buckling’ ballet combines the classic choreography of Marius
Petipa, the dramaturgy par tially after Lord Byron, and the

romantic score of Adolphe Adam. ‘Le Corsaire’ is justifiably
among a handful of the Staatsoper’s most popular ballets. 

The morning of Tuesday, May 28th, is left free for you to adjust
to the time change and to walk through the city’s spacious parks
or along the neo-classical architecture of the Ringstrasse. In
mid-afternoon, we have arranged to have coffee and pastry at
Demel’s Café behind the Hofburg Palace.  Demel’s is Vienna’s
leading confectionery restaurant, renowned for its cakes and
strudels, and you will want to return frequently on your own
after you discover its charm.

Tuesday evening, we are among the fortunate ticket-holders for
the Staatsoper’s performance of Umberto Giordano’s Italian
verismo classic, Andrea Chénier. This sizzling music-drama of
the French Revolution is famous for its challenging arias and
duets – Chénier’s declamatory first-act ‘Improvviso’, the surging
second-act love-duet for the poet and Maddalena, the third-act
trial by Robespierre’s mock court with the show-stopping arias
‘Nemico della patria’ and ‘La mamma morta’, and the heroic final
duet inspiring the lovers to choose the guillotine in defiance of

tyranny. A highlight of the entire European
Festival season, ‘Chénier’ will be luxuriously
cast with the MET’s Russian diva Anna
Netrebko as the aristocratic Maddalena
opposite her real-life Azerbaijanian husband
Yusif Eyvazov in the title role. Italian bari-
tone Marco Vratogna completes the trio of
principals as Carlo Gérard. Marco
Armiliato is the conductor, and the staging
is by Otto Schenk with scenery by Rolf
Glittenberg. Sung in Italian. 

On Wednesday morning, May 29th, a guided Tour will take us
through the “newly revamped Albertina Museum, one of the
world’s largest museum complexes”. The Pritzker Prize winning
architect Hans Hollein has designed the Alber tina’s new
entrance – described as a ‘knife in the air’. “Re-opened after
almost ten years and a $117 million overhaul, the Albertina occu-
pies the ingeniously reconfigured 18th-century Neoclassical
Hofburg palace. It’s now full of high-tech installations to better
display and showcase a world-class collection of more than
65,000 works by Michelangelo, Rembrandt, and Albrecht Dürer.”
Highlighted by the permanent Batliner Collection of Monet to
Picasso, special exhibitions of major interest add further import
to the Albertina’s leading position in Vienna’s cutting-edge art
scene: “Vienna today is an art lover’s
paradise.” (Quotes from Departures) 

Wednesday evening is free for indepen-
dent dining in Vienna. The Sacher’s
concierge desk will be happy to assist

Musikverein

Rubens’ son Nikolaus 
in the Albertina Museum

Yusif Eyvazov
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you with suggestions and reser-
vations.

On Thursday, May 30th, our per-
formance will be an 11:00 am
morning concert by the revered
Vienna Philharmonic in the
Musikverein. No musical visit to
Vienna is complete without expe-
riencing the warm acoustics and
the ambience of the city’s most
beloved venue. Latvia’s Mariss
Jansons is the Guest Conductor
today for Rober t Schumann’s
Symphony No. 1 (‘Spring’) and
Hector Berlioz’ vir tuoso show-
piece, the Symphonie Fantastique.

Thursday evening, June 22nd, a dinner of Italian dishes will be
served at Sole, located on a quiet street off the Kärntnerstrasse a
few minutes’ walk from the Sacher. Artists from the Saatsoper
are often seen here, as Sole’s proprietor Aki Nuredini is a close
friend of many singers and musicians. 

On Friday, May 31st, a full-day excursion to the southeast of
Vienna will take us through the Wienerwald (‘Vienna Woods’)
to the Cistercian monastery and Gothic Abbey of Heiligenkreuz
(‘Holy Cross’), founded in the 12th century. After passing the
historic site of Mayerling, where Crown Prince Rudolf and
Marie Vetsera took their own lives in 1889, we will continue
along the romantic ‘Weinstrasse’ to the vineyards of
Gumpoldskirchen for a leisurely lunch at the Bruckberger
‘heuriger’ wine tavern. The Renaissance town hall and a Teutonic
Order castle dating from 1241 (now a guesthouse) are viewed
along the main street. 

Friday is a second free evening for dining or perhaps another
musical event of your own choice. The Sacher’s experienced
concierge will assist you with any arrangements. 

Saturday, June 1st, is a busy day with two performances. At 11:00
am, we will attend a Chamber Concert in the Staatsoper’s

Gustav Mahler Saal, where members of the
Vienna Philharmonic will perform a pro-
gram of piano trios by Franz Josef Haydn,
Claude Debussy and Ludwig van
Beethoven. 

Saturday eveni ng, we will return to the
Staatsoper for a per formance of Jules
Massenet’s Manon. First per formed in
Paris in 1884, ‘Manon’ is based on L’Abbé
Prévost’s novel charting the materialistic
rise and moral fall of the beautiful courtesan

Manon Lescaut. The lyric score is highlighted by Manon’s
poignant ‘Adieu, notre petite table’ and dazzling Gavotte
(‘Obéissons quand leur voix appelle’), Des Grieux’ wistful dream
of wedded bliss (‘Le rêve) and desperate renunciation in the sem-
inary of St. Sulpice (‘Ah! fuyez, douce image’), and the lovers’
heartbreaking duet of reminiscences as Manon expires on the
barren road to Le Havre. Vienna’s stellar cast will feature the
Georgian soprano Nino Machaidze in the title portrayal and the
Peruvian lyric tenor Juan Diego Florez in the high-tessitura
role of Le Chevalier Des Grieux. (Mr. Florez has recently tri-
umphed in his newest assumption as Massenet’s Werther.) The
Austrian baritone Adrian Eröd will be heard as Manon’s protec-
tive cousin Lescaut, with Romanian bass Dan Paul Dumitrescu
as Le Comte Des Grieux. The conductor is Frédéric Chaslin,
and the staging is directed by Andrei Serban with sets
designed by Peter Pabst. Sung in French. 

On Sunday, June 2nd, our week
will culminate with the Staats -
oper’s eagerly anticipated new
production of Richard Strauss’s
towering achievement, Die Frau
ohne Schatten (‘The Woman
without a Shadow’), premiered
in this theatre in 1919. The com-
plex libretto by Hugo von
Hofmannsthal centers on the bar-
ren emotional plight of the child-
less Emperor and Empress on
one level, the unsatisfied desires
of the burdened human couple
Barak the Dyer and his wife on

another, and the turbulent manipulations of the Empress’
guardian nurse on yet a third level.  All five of these major roles
require extraordinary singers to override Strauss’ rich orchestra-
tion and to extend into the upper registers of his demanding
vocal writing. ‘Frau ohne Schatten’ might best be viewed as
Strauss’s ‘RING Cycle’ in one opera, as compared with Wagner’s
exhausting four-part tetrology. The superlative forces of the
Staatsoper are well
equipped to present
this power ful work:
Finnish soprano
Camilla Nylund as
the Empress, Swedish
dramatic soprano
Nina Stemme as the
Dyer’s Wife, German
m e z z o - s o p r a n o
Evelyn Herlitzius as
the Nurse, American
heldentenor Stephen
Gould as the Emp -
eror, and German
baritone Wolfgang
Koch as Barak the
Dyer. The conductor
will by Christian
Thielemann (Music
Director of Bayreuth
and Dresden’s Sem -
per Opera), and the new staging is direct ed by Vincent Huguet
with scenic designs by Aurélie Maestre. Sung in German. 

Monday, June 3rd, departure from Vienna’s international airport
at 10:45 am on Austrian Airlines flight #87, which is scheduled to
arrive at New York’s Kennedy Airport at 2:15 pm. Or indepen-
dent departure.

Vienna 

Price per person, based on double occupancy                $   6,380*

Single room supplement                                                      $    980*

Airfare NOT included.

Air fare: Prices are subject to change, depending on time of
booking. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (back-page
cover) for lowest current fares.

*Our price is higher-than-usual, due to the inclusion of six per-
formances. The new ‘Frau ohne Schatten’, ‘Andrea Chénier’ with
Netrebko, and the Vienna Philharmonic Concert are premium-
priced. We regret the high single supplement charged by the
Sacher at peak season

Gumpoldskirchen
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