
“When the curtain went up, opera in Canada entered a
new era… Toronto now finds itself with one of the finest
new opera houses anywhere.” Opera

‘Rusalka’: “The greatest of Dvorak’s operas… (with)
magical abundance of scoring and rhythmic detail…
Like all the greatest operas, ‘Rusalka’ reveals dif ferent
facets of itself in different interpretations.” Opera 

Sondra Radvanovsky: “In the title role of Puccini’s
‘Tosca’ at the MET, the soprano charges into the role and
never lets go.” NY Times

“Tamara Wilson has the power to ride effortlessly over
the chorussinging fortissimo, and the artistry to create sublime
magic.” The Independent

“I strongly suspect – in fact, firmly believe – that the Shaw
Festival at Canada’s Niagara-on-the-Lake is the best repertory
theater on the entire continent.” New York Magazine

‘Brigadoon’: “Along with its ravishing score, the orig inal 1947
production cemented its place in Golden Age history.”

Hollywood Reporter

T he Canadian cultural capital of Toronto  remains among our
most popular fall destinations, when the new musical and
theatrical season combines with the October weather for an
ideal long weekend. The past couple of years have proven
unusually rewarding, when we encountered a varied

operatic reper tory including the world premiere of Rufus
Wainwright’s ‘Hadrian’, Tchaikovsky’s ‘Eugene Onegin’, Handel’s
‘Ariodante’, and Puccini’s ‘Manon Lescaut’. This year, we are
drawn to the Canadian Opera Company (COC) for a pair of
exotic new productions. First will be Antonin Dvorak’s romantic

Czech opera, Rusalka, featuring the extraordinary
American-Canadian soprano Sondra Radvanosky in
the title role; and second will be Giaomo Puccini’s final
work for the stage, Turandot, with Tamara Wilson as
the icy Chinese Princess who finally thaws to the throes
of love. 

Our long weekend will also take us to the acclaimed
George Bernard Shaw Festival in the charming
Victorian village of Niagara-on-the-Lake, with a visit to
the spectacular Canadian side of Niagara Falls.  Our
performance at the Shaw Festival will be the Broadway
musical, Brigadoon, a longtime favorite by the team of
Lerner and Loewe which preceded their triumphant ‘My
Fair Lady’. 

We have carefully chosen our dates over the only weekend which
embraces ‘Rusalka’, ‘Turandot’ and ‘Brigadoon’. Instead of a
fourth performance, we will celebrate Canada’s Thanksgiving
with a relaxed dinner while the city’s opera house and concert hall
remain ‘dark’.  

Toronto is a preferred destination for Americans due to the
advantageous rate of the U.S. dollar against the Canadian dollar,
for independent dining and shopping.  

Accommodations for four nights at the deluxe Hilton Toronto,
ideally located across the street from the new opera house.
Situated in the heart of the city’s commercial and entertainment
district, the Hilton offers the Tundra Room for award-winning
cuisine. There are several other restaurants within a stone’s
throw of the hotel: Ruth’s Chris Steak House for prime beef
and fresh seafood, Little Anthony’s for imaginative pasta and
Italian fare, and Volos Estiatorio for exceptional Greek dishes.
For bistro and Sunday brunch menus, Drake One Fifty is
located around the corner. Twenty-four hour room service and a
fitness room/swimming pool area are among the hotel’s
outstanding features. The Hilton overlooks Toronto’s expansive
University Avenue on the corner of Richmond Street West. 

TORONTO, SHAW FESTIVAL & NIAGARA
Saturday, October 12th through Tuesday, October 15th

Canadian Thanksgiving; Niagara Falls

Toronto on Lake Ontario
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Early Saturday evening, October 12th, a cocktail
reception will provide an opportunity to meet other
members of the Tour. Our party will be in a private
enter tainment suite of the hotel. 

Saturday evening at 7:30 pm, our first performance
will be Puccini’s Turandot by the Canadian Opera
Company (COC). For North Amer ican aficionados
of classical music, the 2007 opening of Toronto’s new
state-of-the-ar t Four Seasons Centre for the
Performing Arts proved a sensational success.
Designed by the Toronto firm of Diamond and Schmitt
Architects, this 2,000 seat jewel in the heart of the city has
galvanized the city’s operatic scene. “Acoustics have been
designed to showcase the full glory and range of opera. The
tiered horseshoe-shaped auditor ium is modeled on the best
Euro pean houses, offering unparal leled intimacy and sightlines.”
(C0C). Premiered in 1926, ‘Turandot’ is the culminating work of
Puccini’s career, set in Peking ‘in legendary times’. His most
original score is highlighted by Princess Turandot’s icy aria of
defiance ‘In questa reggia’, the slave-girl Liu’s two poignant arias
of devotion to Prince Calaf (‘Signore, ascolta’ and ‘Tu che di gel
sei cinta’), and Calaf ’s familiar romanza ‘Nessun dorma’.
Tonight’s cast will feature the American Verdi soprano Tamara
Wilson (a radiant Aida and Leonora) in the high-tessitura title
role, American lyric  soprano Vanessa Vasquez in her company
debut as the sympathetic Liu, the stentorian Russian tenor
Sergey Skorokhodov as Prince Calaf, and the MET’s cavernous
Slovakian bass Stefan Kocan as Calaf’s blind father Timur. The
conductor is Carlo Rizzi, and the new production is directed by
Robert Wilson who has designed the sets with Stephanie
Engeln. Sung in Italian with English titles.  

On Sunday, October 13th, we will discover the high thespian
standards of the famed George Bernard Shaw Festival. While
the Festival is devoted to the prolific Shaw canon, it has also
achieved remarkable success with the Shakespeare canon and a
number of musical revivals ranging from George Gershwin to
Stephen Sondheim, the British plays of Terence Rattigan,
Somerset Maugham and Oscar Wilde, and American classics by
Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller. A two-hour morning drive
will take us to the splendor of Niagara Falls, at an optimum time
of year after the hordes of summer tourists. Our visit to the Falls
will be from the preferred Canadian side. We will then continue to
the atmospheric Victorian town of Niagara-on-the-Lake on the
shores of Lake Ontario, home of the Shaw Festival, where you
will have time to enjoy the boutiques and an independent lunch at
one of the cafés on the main street.  At 1:00 pm, our performance
in the Festival Theatre will be Brigadoon, ‘a feast of song and
dance’ with music by Frederick Loewe and book and lyrics by
Alan Jay Lerner. The Broadway premiere in 1947 has been
followed by frequent revivals, as the romantic tale of the Scottish
Highlands inspired Loewe to create a brilliant score. ‘Almost like
Being in Love’, ‘From This Day On’,  ‘Come to Me, Bend to Me’,
‘I’ll go Home with Bonnie Jean’ and ‘The Heather on the Hill’
account for the musical’s continuing popularity. The director will
be Glynis Leyshon, and the original dances
were choreographed by Agnes DeMille. We will
return to the hotel in the early evening. 

Monday, October 14th, is Canada’s
Thanksgiving Day. Most of the city’s
museums will be open on the holiday. 

Monday the 14th and Tuesday the 15th are left
free during the day for independent sightseeing
in Toronto. Of particular interest are the Royal
Ontario Museum, Toronto’s largest and most
impor tant; the Ar t Galler y of Ontario ,
containing the world’s largest collection of the
English sculptor Henr y Moore; and the

McMichael Canadian Collec tion, a rustic
timbered gallery a few miles north of the city,
displaying works by the Canadian ‘Group of
Seven’ painters formed in l920. Or you may
wish to browse along the designer shops and
boutiques of Toronto’s ‘uptown’ Bloor Street. 

Monday evening, we will celebrate Canada’s
Thanksgiving with a leisurely dinner.
Depending on our number, we will be served
in the hotel’s Tundra Room or one of the
several neighborhood restaurants. 

At 7:30 pm on Tuesday evening, October 15th, we will return to
the opera house for our final performance. This will be the
Canadian Opera Company’s new production of Antonin Dvorak
Rusalka. Premiered in Prague in 1901, ‘Rusalka’ has established
itself as the most beloved of all Czech operas by vir tue of
Dvorak’s richly symphonic orchestration and the poignant
tragedy of the title wood-nymph’s inability to sustain a love affair
with the human Prince. Lyric sopranos Gabriela Benackova,
Renée Fleming and Ana Maria Martinez have all created indelible
portrayals of Rusalka in recent memory, and the ensemble of
principals includes the colorful witch Jezibaba (mezzo-soprano),
the good-natured water gnome Vodnik (bass), a haughty Foreign
Princess (dramatic soprano), and the passionate Prince
(heldentenor). Rusalka’s Act I aria, the ‘Song to the Moon’, has
become a favorite showpiece for many of today’s reigning opera
divas. The COC has achieved a casting coup by luring the MET’s
consummate singing actress Sondra Radvanovsky to return to
Toronto as Rusalka, following the ovations she received there in
recent seasons as Bellini’s Norma and Donizetti’s Queen
Elizabeth (‘Roberto Devereux’). The cast also includes Pavel
Cernoch as the Prince, Elena Manistina as Jezibaba, Keri
Alkema as the Foreign Princess, and Matthew Rose as Vodnik.
Johannes Debus will conduct, and the team of director David
McVicar and designer John Macfarlane is responsible for the
staging. Sung in Czech with English titles. 

Independent departures should be on Wednesday morning,
October 16th.    

IMPORTANT: Please be advised that you should bring your
PASSPORT  for entr y into Canada and
departure at the Toronto Airport.

Toronto, Shaw Festival & Niagara

Price per person, 
based on   double occupancy           $ 2,980 

Single room supplement                       $    750   

Airfare NOT included.
Air fare: Prices are subject to change depen -
ding on time of booking. Please contact our
agent Linda Botros for (back-page cover) for
lowest current fares.

Stefan Kocan

Matthew Rose

Niagara Falls

Four Seasons Centre for the Per form ing
Arts and the Hilton Toronto

19


