
Baden-Baden: “This storied German town where the wealthy, the
famous and the talented – from Dostoyevsky to the kings of Saudi
Arabia – have been coming for centuries.” NY Times

“Kyrill Petrenko is the right choice for the Berlin Phil har -
monic. He carries a flame for the great German tradition.”

The Telegraph

“There seems little question that the new museum (the Burda
Museum, designed by Richard Meier) is a major addition to
the universe of European art museums.” 

NY Times, Jan. ’05

Yannick Nézet-Séguin: “The greatest generator of
energy on the international podium” Financial Times

Elina Garanca: “A singer surely destined to join the
great… There’s nothing unfinished about her.” 

Gramophone

“Marlis Petersen’s expressive soprano has lyric body at
mid-range, with a caressing legato and an almost
instrumental purity.” Opera News

Matthew Polenzani: “The tenor of fers up not just
quantity, but thoughtful and inspired quality on stage.”

SCHMOpera

“Christian Tetzlaff has been one of the most sought-after
violinists and most exciting musicians for many years.” 

L.A. Chamber Orchestra)

L ocated in the Southwestern corner of Germany’s pastoral
Black Forest, a short distance from both France and
Switzerland, the resort town of Baden-Baden has long
been a favorite retreat of Europeans for the thermal waters
and the old-world luxury of the facilities. This charming

center has emerged as the home of the Festspielhaus Baden-
Baden-Arts Foundation, which has been sponsoring a number of
major Festivals since 2000. For the third consecutive year, we
will return in April of 2020 for the Easter Festival’s thrilling
performances. The revered Berlin Philharmonic is again the
featured ensemble for all orchestral concerts, now under the
leadership of Music Director Kirill Petrenko. 

In order to include the Festival’s highlights,
we have extended the Tour for an unprece -
dented nine nights. We have left ample free
time to relax at Brenner’s Spa Hotel and to
absorb the old-world ambience of the town.  

Our six Easter performances will embrace a pair of
Beethoven masterworks in honor of his 250th birthday
celebration: both Fidelio (his only opera) and the
choral Missa Solemnis will be conducted by Kirill
Petrenko and will be sold-out months in advance.
During the highly anticipated ‘Beethoven Year’, opera
‘aficionados’ from all over the world will be drawn to
Baden-Baden for this combination of his two greatest
vocal achievements – interpreted by Petrenko and the
Berlin Philharmonic.  

We will also encounter a pair of towering works by
Gustav Mahler: Symphony No. 6 (‘Tragic’) led by
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Petrenko and Symphony No. 3 (with chorus and
soloist) under Yannik Nézet-Séguin. A fifth
orchestral concer t will of fer a program of
Beethoven, Mendelssohn and Mussorgsky.
Finally, an afternoon of Chamber Music will
explore the variety of Beethoven’s intimate
compositions. 

April is an ideal month for you to relax in the
local spas and to absorb the atmosphere of
Baden-Baden’s unique vacation atmosphere.
The cafes and restaurants specialize in the finest
international cuisine, and you will want to enjoy
a first-hand experience in the gambling rooms of
the casino designed by the Parisian, Jacques
Bénazet. We have planned an introductor y
walking-tour of the charming city center and a
full-day excursion to the French Alsation capital of Strasbourg. 

Thursday, April 2nd, departure from New York’s Kennedy Airport
at 9:55 pm on Lufthansa flight #405, arriving in Frankfurt at 11:40
am on the morning of the 3rd. (Or independent travel to Baden-
Baden). Please note that our transfer from the airport to Baden-
Baden will be for the designated flight. If you arrive on other flights,
there is direct and efficient train service from Frankfurt Airport to
Baden-Baden. You should con tact your own travel agent if you
choose this independent plan.

Accommodations for nine nights (instead of our usual seven) at
Baden-Baden’s renowned Brenner’s Park Hotel and Spa, with
a lavish buffet breakfast in the spacious Salon Lichtenthal. “A
stately mansion off the leafy Lichtentaler Allee, set on spacious
private grounds” (Fodor), the Brenner Park ranks as the town’s
most luxurious hotel and attracts the elite of Europe at all times
of the year. As it is particularly popular during any Festival
periods, we are fortunate to have our early confirmation. The
thermal baths on the premises offer extensive steam rooms and
saunas, and a range of massages from ‘Hawaiian Lomi-Lomi’ to
‘Arabian Nights at Brenner’s. (Our reservations include free use of
the pool, the Saunarium Spa and the Fitness Centre.). 

Friday evening, April 3rd, a cock tail reception will be arranged in
a private enter  tain ment suite of the hotel. This will be an

opportunity to meet other
members of the Tour.

Saturday morning, April
4th, is left free to recover
from jet lag. In the afte -

rnoon, a walking tour will give you an intro -
duction to the quiet town of Baden-Baden. Our
guide will familiarize you with the “positively
palatial Caracalla Baths, a vast complex with
no fewer than seven pools” (Fodor), and the
tempting cafes and designer boutiques along
the pedestrian shopping street of  Licht en -
talerstrasse. We will conclude our tour with a
stop at the Café König, a bona fide Baden-
Baden institution, for the traditional German
‘coffee and cake’. The Café’s specialty is Black
Forest cake (‘schwarz wälder kuchen’).

At 6:00 pm on Saturday, our first performance
will be the Festival’s new production of Ludwig
van Beethoven’s inspiring opera, Fidelio. “An
ode to freedom, justice, and

the human spirit” (MET), ‘Fidelio’ remains a
staple of the German Romantic repertory by
vir tue of Leonore’s challenging aria
‘Abscheulicher! Wo eilst du hin’, Florestan’s
cry of despair in his long dungeon scene at
the opening of Act II, and the power ful
symphonic palette of Beethoven’s orchestral

writing (especially in the celebrated Leonore
Overture No. 3). Tonight’s experienced cast
is headed by German soprano Marlis
Petersen as Leonore, in the masculine
disguise as Fidelio until the final chorus;
German soprano Hannah Elizabeth
Müller as Marzelline; the MET’s versatile
lyric tenor Matthew Polenzani as
Florestan; British bass Peter Rose as the
sympathetic jailor Rocco; and German bass-baritone Wolfgang
Koch as the villainous Don Pizzaro. Kyrill Petrenko will lead
the Berlin Philharmonic, and the production is directed by
Matejah Kooleznik with set designs by Raimund Orfeo Voigt.
Sung in German with English titles. 

Sunday morning, April 5th, after a comfortable walk we will
discover the richness of the Frieder Burda Collection of German
Expressionism, “housed in a gleaming, airy Richard Meier
building on the edge of a park” (NY Times). The vast collection of
more than 1,000 pieces includes works by Picasso, de Kooning,
Beckmann, Macke, Kirchner, Lehmbruck and many others. 

After a free afternoon on Sunday, we will return to the
Festspielhaus for a 6:00 pm Concer t by the Berlin Phil -
harmonic. The conductor will be Tugan Sokhiev, currently
Music Director of Moscow’s Bolshoi Theater. The program will
include Beethoven’s Coriolan Overture, Felix Mendelssohn’s
Violin Concer to, and Modest Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an
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Exhibition. The violin soloist is Germany’s Christian Tetzlaff.
During the intermission, we will be fêted with champagne at the
Aida restaurant in the Festpielhaus. 

Monday, April 6th, is free to relax prior to our early evening
plans. Our concert is at 6:00 pm, when the Berlin Phil har -
monic will offer Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 6 (‘Tragic’) with
Kyrill Petrenko on the podium. 

On Tuesday, April 7th, our performance at 2:00 pm will take us to
a different venue, the Weinbrennersaal of the Kurhaus. The
intimate salon will be appropriate for an all-Beethoven Chamber
Music program. A trio of piano, oboe and English horn will
perform the Trio in C-Major, opus 87 and Variations on Mozart’s
‘Là ci darem la mano’
from Don Giovanni.

On Wednesday, April
8th, our Tour Director
will introduce you to the
sumptuous interior of
Baden-Baden’s re now -
ned Casino. The high
Belle Epoque style was
considered by Mar lene
Dietrich to be “the most
beautiful in Eur ope”.  (No
performance tonight.)

On Thursday, April 9th,
our excursion will be to
the Alsace capital of

Strasbourg across the French border.
Our sight seeing by bus will be followed
by a walk ing tour through the town
center. The rose-colored façade of the
Gothic Cathedral of Notre-Dame is
the most Germanic of French cath -
edrals. Lunch will be included today at
one of the many gourmet bistros before
returning to our hotel in the late
afternoon. (No performance tonight.)

Friday and Saturday are left free during
the day to enjoy Brenner’s Hotel and
for browsing throughout Baden-Baden
before our two culminating concerts. 

For Good Friday on April 10th (at 6:00 pm), Maestro Kyrill
Petrenko has programmed Beethoven’s towering choral piece,
the Missa Solemnis, with the Berlin Philharmonic, the Choir
of the Philharmonic, and four international soloists: German
soprano Hanna-Elizabeth Müller, German
mezzo-soprano Okka von der Damerau,
American tenor Matthew Polenzani, and
German bass Tareo Nazmi. The Missa
Solemnis is one of the cornerstones of the
choral repertoire, opening with Toscanini’s
favorite Kyrie and proceding from the daunt -
ing fugue of the Credo (‘Et vitam venturi’) to
the sublime peace of the Sanctus and
Benedictus.

Late Saturday afternoon, April 11th, a pre-concert dinner is
arranged at the Fest spiel haus’ Aida Restaurant. Our final
concer t will be at 6:00 pm. Gustav Mahler’s longest work,
Symphony No. 3, will be per formed by the Berlin Philharmonic
under the baton of Yannick Nézet-Séguin, the sought-after
Canadian conductor currently enjoying an enviable success as the
MET’s Music Director as well as the Philadelphia Orchestra’s.
The mezzo-soprano soloist for the Friedrich Nietzsche poetry
incorporated by Mahler will be the glamorous Latvian opera star,
Elina Garanca.

Sunday, April 12th, transfer from the hotel to Frankfurt Airport
in time for the 5:10 pm departure of Lufthansa flight #404,
scheduled to arrive at New York’s Kennedy Airport at 7:55 pm.
Or independent departure. 

Baden-Baden Easter

Price per person, 
based on double occupancy                                             $ 8,380*

Single room supplement                                                        $    580

Airfare NOT included.

*The price reflects 9 nights at the deluxe Brenner’s Spa Hotel
and a total of 6 Festival performances. 

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on the time of
booking. Please contact our agent Jay Lazarus (see inside back
cover) for current fares. 
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