
“Spoleto is a multidimensional festival that both took over a
city and took advantage of its architecture and history…
Spoleto is a model of the way an enlightened community
and an arts event can be mutually supportive.” Time

Charleston: For nearly 350 years, the area’s beauty and charm
have inspired artists, writers, musicians, and travelers.” 

Condé Nast, Nov. ’18

“No theatre in America can match the Dock Street The-
atre for its intimacy and understated majesty. It has the
hushed feeling of a building holding its breath, and its seren-
ity grants comfort to both actor and audiences.” 

Beach Music, Pat Conroy

“The daily lunchtime Chamber Music Concerts – are
invariably standing-room only events that leave audiences in
a state of high exaltation.” Chicago Sun-Times

T he Spoleto Festival in Charleston, South Car-
olina is widely recognized as the country’s most
comprehensive arts festival, and Charleston
itself recently ranked for three consecutive
years as Condé Nast’s foremost destination in

the country. To celebrate the 42nd Anniversary sea-
son of this remarkable event, the Festival has
announced a highly original season running the
gamut of the performing arts. Once again we are able
to offer a varied program of six major performances
embracing the Festival’s creative arts. Our Tour will
begin on Memorial Day – Monday, May 27th.

During the past few years, Spoleto has mounted a string of oper-
atic successes with George Gershwin’s American classic, ‘Porgy
and Bess’, Tchaikovsky’s romantic Russian opera, ‘Eugene One-
gin’; and Antonio Vivaldi’s seldom encountered Baroque opera,
‘Farnace’. For 2019. we look forward to Richard Strauss’s searing
20th century opera Salome – based on Oscar Wilde’s shocking
epo  ny mous play -  in the beautifully restored Charleston Gail-
lard Center, re-opened in 2016 after a several-year renovation. 

Fulfilling a long-established tradition of presenting major theatre
pieces, Spoleto will bring London’s celebrated Globe Theatre to
Charleston’s intimate Dock Street Theatre. The Globe is widely
recognized for its authentic re-creation of William Shakespeare’s
major works in the original style of the Bard’s own time. 

Our busy schedule will be highlighted by two of the famed Dock
Street Chamber Music Concerts, justifiably the most popular

element of the entire Festival due to the exceptional
standards of the entire series. 

Finally, two of our evenings will of fer a perfor-
mance by the innovative Bill T. Jones/Arnie
Zane Dance Company and a Concer t of
Orchestral/Choral Music (TBA). 

Full details of the Festival’s program are not yet avail-
able at the time of this printing. Please note that our
own schedule may be altered when all dates are
announced. By the time you receive this Brochure, we
will be able to give you further information if you call.

Founded by composer/director Gian Carlo
Menotti as a counterpart to the earlier eponymous
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Spoleto Festival in Italy, the U.S. perfor-
mances are set against the backdrop of
historic Charleston and its unparalleled
antebellum charm. With plenty of time
to enjoy the imposing residential areas
of the city itself, you will readily appre-
ciate why Charleston is considered the
finest example of l8th-century architec-
ture and culture in America.

Accommodations for four nights at
the Mills House, Charleston’s center
of activity during the Festival. The
Mills House is ideally located on Meet-
ing Street near the heart of the city.
Because of the tasteful Southern com-
for t and the proximity to the Dock
Street Theatre, this is everyone’s first choice for a traditional stay
in Charleston. During the warm late spring weather, you will
enjoy the hotel’s large and attractive outdoor pool area. The Bar-
badoes Room and two bars/lounges offer convenient dining
and a range of Southern menus. 

Early Monday evening, May 27th, our first event will be a cock-
tail reception in the gracious Planters Suite at the Mills House.
This will be an opportunity to meet other members of the Tour.

At 8:00 pm on Monday, our first performance will be Richard
Strauss’s one-act opera, Salome, in Charleston’s Gaillard Cen-
ter. Premiered in Dresden in 1905, ‘Salome’ follows the text of
Oscar Wilde’s shocking French play almost word-for-word, with
Strauss’ soaring lyricism culminating in the great Final Scenes
for dramatic soprano. Among the many fervent admirers of
‘Salome’, perhaps Gustav Mahler expressed his appreciation
most cogently: “Every note is spot on! As I’ve known for a long
time, your vocation is to be a dramatist. I confess that through
your music you have made me understand for the first time what
Wilde’s work is about.” (Richard Strauss, An Intimate Portrait,
Kurt Wilhelm). Cast TBA. Sung in German with English titles.

At 11:00 am on Tuesday, May 28th, we will attend the first of our
Chamber Music programs in the Dock Street Theatre, a
short walk from the Mills House. The highest musical standards
have characterized the ‘Dock Street’ concer ts, which have
received critical and popular acclaim and are always sold out
months in advance. The Chamber Music Director is Geoff Nut-
tall, the experienced first violinist of the St. Lawrence String
Quartet. (The programs for these one and a half hour concerts will
be announced at a later date.) 

Tuesday afternoon is left free to explore the downtown center of
Charleston. Our schedule during the Tour will allow several free
periods for independent sightseeing and for shopping in the
nearby Market or in the boutiques of Charleston’s downtown
streets. You will want to explore King Street’s antique shops and
the commercial gallery of Charleston Place on Meeting Street.
The Gibbes Art Gallery and many local commercial galleries
mount special exhibitions during the Festival weeks.

Tuesday evening, we will enjoy a performance by a major visiting
dance company. The Festival has featured some of the leading
American dance ensembles during recent seasons, varying from
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, the L.A. Dance Project, and
Cuba’s Havana Rakatan. This year we will encounter the vibrant
energy and creativity of the award-winning Bill T. Jones/Arnie
Zane Company. Foun ded in 1983, the company is based in

Harlem and has been acclaimed in more
than thirty countries. 

Wednesday morning, May 29th, we will
enjoy the Charleston tradition of a horse-
drawn carriage ride through the His-
toric District in large carriages accom-
modating a dozen people. In recent
years, our carriage rides have proven to
be a relaxed sightseeing introduction to
the beautiful antebellum residences in
the heart of Charleston. The high seating
of the carriages will enable you to see
over many a hedge into the private gar-
dens and manicured front yards. 

On Wednesday evening, our per for-
mance in the Dock Street Theatre will

be a Shakespeare play staged by the visiting Globe Theatre
from London. The Globe enjoys an enviable reputation for its
unique productions of the Shakespeare canon, adhering as much
as possible to the original Elizabethan style established in the lat-
ter half of the 16th century. A pair of the Bard’s plays are being
offered in Charleston this season: his early farcical The Comedy
of Errors; and the late Pericles, following the Job-like tribula-
tions of the Prince of Tyre. (The schedule of alternating reper-
tory has not yet been set.)

At 11:00 am on Thursday morning, May 30th, we will return to
the Dock Street Theatre for a completely different second pro-
gram of the Chamber Music series.

Late Thursday afternoon, a pre-opera dinner will be inclu ded at
82 Queen Street, a char m ing tra  d  i tional Charleston rest  aurant
a stone’s throw from the Mills House. 

Thursday eve -
ning, a Concert
of Orchestral or
Choral Music
will be per-
formed at Char -
les ton’s St. Mat -
thew’s Lutheran
Church or at the
Gaillard Center.
The Westmin-
ster Choir and
the Spoleto Festi-
val Orchestra will offer several brilliant programs which will
showcase the remarkably talented young musicians. (TBA). 

Independent departures should be on Friday morning, May 31st.

Spoleto Festival in Charleston

Price per person, based on double occupancy                    $ 3,350*
Single room supplement                                                       $ 590

Airfare NOT included.

*Our price reflects the inclusion of six performances. 

Mills House Hotel

Dock Street Theatre 
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