
I. NEW YORK: SEASON OPENING
Monday, October 15th through Thursday, 
October 18th  

II. NEW YORK: HOLIDAY SEASON 
Tuesday, December 11th through Friday, 
December 14th      

T he first of our annual New York Tours will mark the
Opening of the Season. The operatic highlights at
the MET will be the long overdue new production
of Camille Saint Saëns’ dramatic opera Samson et
Dalila, starring the same pairing of Roberto

Alagna and Elina Garanca announced for the Opening
Night ; and a revival of Giacomo Puccini’s La Fanciulla
del West featuring the return of Jonas Kaufmann op-
posite Eva-Maria Westbroek in the sumptuous, authen-
tic production. Our program will also include the brilliant
Lincoln Center staging of Lerner & Loewe’s classic My
Fair Lady (currently one of the hottest tickets in NY);
and a Carnegie Hall Concert with Sir John Eliot Gar-
diner leading his Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Ro-
mantique in an all-Berlioz evening. 

Our annual pre-Christmas Holiday Season Tour will
take us to the MET for a trio of  not-to-be-missed perform-
ances during the period of New York’s fanciful window displays and
shopping opportunities prior to Christmas and New Year’s. We will
enjoy the new production of Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata, with
Music Director Yannick Nezet-Séguin in the pit and Diana Dam-
rau, Juan Diego Florez, and Quinn Kelsey heading the cast; a

revival of Jack O’Brien’s epic production of Puccini’s triple
bill, Il Trittico (the 100th anniversary of the premiere,
and a 50th MET anniversary new role for Placido
Domingo as Gianni Schicchi); and the eagerly anticipated
conducting debut of Gustavo Dudamel in charge of
Verdi’s towering Otello. For our fourth evening, we will
celebrate the season with Handel’s Messiah in a peerless
performance by the New York Philharmonic.

Accommodations for four nights for both holidays will
be at the private New York Athletic Club (NYAC),
beautifully located on Central Park South (59th street at
7th Avenue). The NYAC offers pleasant, comfortable
bedrooms and many advantages of a large, private club:
a spacious dining room overlooking Central Park from
the 11th floor; friendly bars on the main floor and in the
second-floor Tap Room which serves convenient meals;
the best-equipped large swimming-pool and sauna/steam
room complex in the city; extensive health-club features
and exercise equipment; and a relaxing library with a
wide collection of books and current journals. There are
several appealing cafés and restaurants in the immediate
neighborhood, and Carnegie Hall is only one block away
from the 58th street rear entrance. 

A cocktail buffet or dinner will be enjoyed on the first evening
of each weekend, which will provide an opportunity to meet other
members of the Tour. On our last evening, dinnerwill be arranged
in one of the interesting restaurants in the Lincoln Center or
Carnegie Hall area.  

Puccini’s Fanciulla del West 
at the MET
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TWO NEW YORK HOLIDAYS
I. NEW YORK: OPENING OF THE NEW SEASON   

Monday, October 15th through Thursday, October 18th  

II. NEW YORK: HOLIDAY SEASON
Tuesday, December 11th through Friday, December 14th

Jonas Kaufmann

Eva-Maria 
Westbroek

Zeljko Lucic



We are pleased to offer you a Guest Pass to the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art on Fifth Avenue at 82nd Street.  Your pass will allow
for free entry at your own convenience into the extensive perma-
nent galleries and all exhibitions not requiring a reserved ticket.
For our NY Tours, transfers are included for all of our perform-
ances at Lincoln Center. We always walk the short distance to
Carnegie Hall, the Rose Theatre at Columbus Circle, and any
Broadway show at Studio 54. 

NEW YORK: SEASON OPENING
OCTOBER 15TH -18TH

Our ‘New Season’ program will begin on Monday, October 15th,
with an early cocktail reception or dinner to be followed by the
8:00 pm concert at Carnegie Hall by the visiting Orchestre

Révolutionnaire et Romantique. The ensemble’s Musid Direc-
tor Sir John Eliot Gardiner will be on the podium for an all-Hec-
tor Berlioz program which includes the landmark 1830 early
Romantic symphony, La Symphonie Fantastique. The second-half
will be devoted to Berlioz’ less familiar Lélio, a dramatic work sub-
titled ‘Le retour à la vie’ (‘The return to life’) and composed in 1831
as a sequel to his ‘Symphonie Fantastique’. Tenor Michael Spyres
and bass-baritone Ashley Riches will be joined by the National
Youth Choir of Scotland in the extended vocal passages of ‘Lélio’. 
At 7:30 pm on Tuesday evening, October 16th, our performance
will be the MET’s new production of Saint-Saëns’ Samson et
Dalila. The heroic role of Samson will be portrayed by the Franco-
Italian tenor Roberto Alagna whose credentials include his pres-
tigious portrayal of Lohengrin at Bayreuth this summer, and

Latvian mezzo-soprano Elina Garanca will lay claim to the sensual
role of Dalila with her famous arias – ‘Amour! viens aider ma faib-
lesse!’ and ‘Mon coeur s’ouvre à to voix’ . Alagna and Garanca have
already been electrifying together in the MET’s ‘Carmen’, and they
will open the new season as Saint-Saëns’ ill-fated lovers. The third
principle will be Frenh bass-baritone Laurent Naouri as the High
Priest. Sir Mark Elder will be the conductor, and the director
Darko Tresnjak and set designer Alexander Dodge are both
debut assignments. The MET has indicated this will be “a vivid,
seductive staging, featuring a monumental setting for the last-act
Temple of Dagon, where the hero crushes his Philistine enemies.”
Sung in French with MET titles. 

At 7:30 pm on Wednesday evening, October
17th, the opera everyone wants to see this year
will be the MET’s revival of La Fanciulla del
West (‘The Girl of the Golden West’), be-
cause the consummate star tenor Jonas Kauf-
mann will be singing only four performances.
This late work from the pen of Giacomo Puc-
cini (premiered in NY in 1910) is often mistak-
enly viewed as a frivolous ‘Western’ by virtue
of its Wild West setting and such plot ele-
ments as a poker game and a boisterous hang-
ing. However, a careful reading of the mas -

  t erful score re-
veals Puccini’s
most adventurous
harmonies and
melodic style, and
the fully devel-
oped role of Min-
nie requires a
soprano with the
mettle of Turan-
dot and the ten-
derness of Mimi.
Undertaking this
role at the MET
for the first time will be the Dutch ‘spinto’ soprano Eva-Maria
Westbroek. The large male ensemble is headed by Germany’s
Jonas Kaufmann as the anti-hero Dick Johnson (to whom Puccini
ascribed the great final-act aria “Ch’ella mi creda libero e lontano”)
and Serbian baritone Zeljko Lucic as the lecherous Sheriff Jack
Rance. The lavish ‘Old West’ production is by director Giancarlo

del Monaco and designer
Michael Scott. This eve -
ning’s conductor is Marco
Armil iato. Sung in Italian
with MET titles.

At 7:00 pm (early curtain) on
Thursday, October 18th, our
fall program will conclude
with the acclaimed revival of
My Fair Lady by the Lincoln
Center Theater. First per-
formed on Broadway in 1956,
Alan Jay Lerner & Frederick
Loewe’s famous musical
boasts a classic score contain-
ing ‘I Could Have Danced All
Night’, ‘Get Met to the Church
on Time’, ‘Wouldn’t it be

Loverly’, ‘On the Street Where You Live’, ‘The Rain in Spain’, and
‘I’ve Grown Accustomed to Her Face’. The American director
Bartlett Sher is in charge of re-creating George Bernard Shaw’s
unforgettable characters, the Cockney flower girl Eliza Doolittle
and her speech professor Henry Higgins. Mr. Sher has already
achieved critical acclaim for the company’s beloved revivals of
‘South Pacific’ and ‘The King and I’ as well as this season’s riveting
Tony-Award winner ‘Oslo’. Following these three hits in Lincoln
Center’s Vivian Beaumont Theatre, ‘My Fair Lady’ will be
mounted on the same expansive stage.  
Independent departures should be on Friday morning, October
19th.     

II. NEW YORK: HOLIDAY SEASON 
DECEMBER 11TH -14TH

Our Holiday Season Tour will begin on Tuesday, December 11th.
Following our cocktail reception or dinner, we will attend
the MET’s 8:00 pm performance of Verdi’s La Traviata. With

a libretto based on Alexandre Dumas’ French
tragedy, La Dame aux Camélias, Verdi’s ‘mid-
dle period’ masterwork boasts a seamless suc-
cession of melodic arias, duets and ensembles.
The important new production is ideally cast
with German soprano Diana Damrau in her
celebrated portrayal of Violetta, Peruvian tenor
Juan Diego Florez in his first MET Verdi as-
sumption as Alfredo, and Hawaiian-born bari-
tone Quinn Kelsey in the pivotal role of
Germont. The dynamic Canadian Music Direc-
tor Yannick Nézet-Séguin is the conductor,

Carnegie Hall

My Fair Lady

Elina Garanca
and Roberto
Alagna in the
MET’s new
production 
of Saint-Saën’s
Samson et
Dalila

Juan Diego FlorezDiana Damrau
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and the team of director Michael Mayer and scenic designer
Christine Jones are responsible for the staging. Sung in Italian
with MET titles.

At 7:30 pm on Wednesday evening, December 12th, we will return
to the MET for the eagerly anticipated revival of Puccini’s Il Trittico.
These three one-act operas are among the finest works from the pen
of the beloved Italian composer, beginning with the ‘verismo’ jeal-
ousy and grisly murder of Il Tabarro, continuing through the heart-

felt poignancy of Suor Angelica, and
concluding with Schicchi’s clever undoing
of the greedy characters in the comedy Gi-
anni Schicchi. The production by Broad-
way’s director Jack O’Brien and set
designer Douglas W. Schmidt was unan-
imously praised when unveiled in the
spring of ’07, and the conductor for this first
revival will be Bertrand de Billy. The cast-
ing is especially notable for the ‘tour-de-
force’ portrayal by the powerful mezzo- 
soprano Stephanie Blythe in all three of
tonight’s operas as Frugola, La Principessa,
and Zita. ‘Il Tabarro’ will feature Tatiana
Melnychenko, Marcelo Alvarez and
Lucio Gallo as the principals. The high-
tessitura title role of ‘Suor Angelica’ will be
sung by Russian soprano Elena Stikhina
in her MET debut. Featured in ‘Gianni

Schicchi’ will be Placido Domingo adding the title role to his bari-
tone legacy, soprano Kristina Mkhitaryan and tenor Atalla Ayan
as the young lovers Lauretta and Rinuccio. For anyone who has not
yet experienced Puccini’s dramatic genius in this ‘visual feast’ (MET
Opera), tonight will prove to be a revelation. Sung in Italian with
MET titles. 

Thursday evening, at 7:30 pm at Lincoln Center’s David Geffen
Hall, we will enjoy the annual Holiday occasion of George Frideric
Handel’s ageless oratorio, Messiah. The New York Philhar-
monic will be led by the British conductor Jonathan Cohen,

founder of the ‘early music’ ensemble, Arcangelo. The soloists will
include the gifted American countertenor Anthony Roth
Costanzo, soprano Lauren Snouffer, tenor Andrew Staples, and
bass-baritone Neal Davies. The Westminster Symphonic Choir
is under the director Joe Miller. 
At 8:00 pm on Friday evening, December 14th, our third MET per-
formance will be Verdi’s Shakespearean tragedy, Otello. Verdi’s
collaboration with his favorite librettist Arrigo Boito in his penulti-
mate opera yielded such powerful scenes as Otello’s stentorian en-
trance ‘Esultate!’, Iago’s demonic ‘Credo’, and Desdemona’s
poignant ‘Willow Song’ and ‘Ave Maria’ – which are all significant
additions to the Shakespeare’s original play. Few opera-lovers
would argue with the critical opinion that ‘Otello’ ranks as the finest
tragedy in the entire Italian repertoire, and the title role is a noto-
rious challenge for a  dramatic tenor. Tonight’s cast will feature
Australian heldentenor Stuart Skelton as the Moor, following last
season’s Opening Night ‘Tristan’; Bulgarian soprano Sonya
Yoncheva reprising her radiant Desdemona; and the Serbian
‘Verdi baritone’ Zeljko Lucic as Iago. Much of tonight’s excite-
ment will be focused on the great MET orchestra under the baton
of the cult Venezuelan conductor Gustavo Dudamel (currently
Music Director of the Los Angeles Philharmonic), who is making
his debut this season. The familiar traditional staging is directed
by Elijah Moshinsky with set designs by Michael Yeargan. Sung
in Italian with MET titles. 

Independent departures should be on Saturday morning, De-
cember 15th.    

Two New York Holidays:

I. October 15th – 18th    
Price per person, based on double occupancy             $ 3,180*
Single room supplement                                                 $    590*

II. December 11th – 14th      
Price per person, based on double occupancy             $ 3,180*
Single room supplement                                                 $    590*

*Because the New York Athletic Club has a limited num-
ber of king-bedded rooms, couples requesting a one-bed-
ded room will be accommodated in a queen-sized bed.
For any couples requesting a king bed, there will be an
additional charge of  $50 per night ($200 for the Tour)
for this upgrade, depending on availability. 

IMPORTANT: For the MET, our tickets are usually in the
Prime Orchestra. On each Tour, one of our MET tickets will be
in the Grand Tier, where sightlines and acoustics are optimal.
For the NY Philharmonic and ‘My Fair Lady’, our tickets will
be on the main floor. For Carnegie Hall, our tickets will be on
the main floor or in the Dress Circle. 
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Sonya Yoncheva and Stuart Skelton in Verdi’s Otello

Il Trittico: Gianni Schicchi

Metropolitan Opera and David Geffen Hall

Placido Domingo

Stephanie Blythe


