
“The joy was hearing Michael Tilson Thomas and the San
Francisco Symphony snap each piece smartly into place, while
committing themselves fully to each phase of the unveiling.” 

San Francisco Chronicle, June ’18

Br yan Hymel: “His range of expression and vocal power
combined with the subtle art of characterization…” 

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

Nadine Sierra: “She floats her golden high register to the limits of
audibility.” Le Monde

William Burden: “A handsome exponent of the lyric tenor
repertoire… who relishes the challenge of singing new roles”

Opera News

“Christian Van Horn gave a commanding performance (in the
title role of theMET’s ‘Mefistofele’)… with a muscular, burning
tone” NY Classical Review

“John Chest has been making an impression in Germany as a lyric
baritone with a voice that oozes class and beauty.”   Opera Now

Daniil Trifonov: “Without question the most
astounding pianist of our age” London Times

T he San Francisco Opera ranks among a
handful of our foremost opera companies, along
with the MET, and Chicago’s Lyric
Opera, of fering superlative
per formances in the beautifully

restored War Memorial Opera House.
For our fall visit in late September, we
have chosen one of the few weekends
which offer the combination of two major
operas and a sensational concert by the
San Francisco Symphony. 

The operas will be Charles Gounod’s lyric tragedy, Roméo et
Juliette, a cornerstone of the 19th century French repertoire;
and Benjamin Britten’s searing 20th century music-drama, Billy
Budd, based on Herman Melville’s eponymous American classic
novella. The exemplary casts will feature Nadine Sierra
opposite Bryan Hymel as Shakespeare’s ill-fated lovers; and
John Chest in his debut as Billy with William Burden and
Christian Van Horn as Britten’s protagonists. The production
of ‘Billy Budd’ is on loan from Glyndebourne, where it was
rapturously received in 2010.  Both of these stagings will be
important new productions for San Francisco audiences.  

We are also fortunate to include a subscription concert by the
revered San Francisco Symphony. Music Director Michael
Tilson Thomas (widely lionized throughout the Bay Area as
‘MTT’) will lead his finely tuned ensemble in works by
Rachmaninoff and Schumann. Whenever MTT is on the podium at
Louise Davies Hall, tickets are invariably sold out weeks in advance.
The soloist will be the gifted Russian pianist Daniil Trifonov.

Art enthusiasts will be gratified by our morning excursion to the
California Palace of the Legion of Honor, which
boasts an outstanding collection of Old Master
paintings and sculptures.

Late September is a welcome period in the city, without
hordes of tourists. Restaurants and museums are

refresh ingly uncrowded, and the Bay
Area generally enjoys pleasant fall
weather for strolling throughout the city
and for any sightseeing excursions. 

Our accommodations for four nights will
again be at the deluxe J.W. Marriott
Hotel, ideally located on Post Street only
a couple of blocks from the city’s central
Union Square. Within convenient walking
distance are a plethora of art galleries and
designer shops, and restaurants. The
Marriott of fers a full range of dining

SAN FRANCISCO FALL WEEKEND
Thursday, September 19th through Sunday, September 22nd

San Francisco’s ‘painted ladies’

La Baronne Meunie, portrait by David
in the  Legion of Honor
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facilities and twenty-four hour room service. We have been
delighted with our experiences there on our frequent visits
during the past decade. IMPORTANT: Because of a citywide
convention, NO rooms are available for the early night of
September 18th. For that reason, we have NOT included
a performance on our first night of the 19th, when East
Coast travelers will have a three-hour time change. 

Thursday evening, September 19th, our first function will be a
generous buffet dinner at the private Olympic Club across the
street from the hotel. We are always pleased when our program
begins on a Thursday, the only evening when the Club offers
their elaborate buffet in their gracious main dining room. This
will provide an opportunity to meet other members of the Tour. 

Friday morning, September 20th, a morning visit will take us to
the California Palace of the Legion of Honor overlooking the
Golden Gate Bridge. You will be free to enjoy the collection of
European paintings (Rembrandt, Rubens, El Greco, the French
Impres sionists) and a wealth of
sculptures by Auguste Rodin. The
stately Beaux-Arts museum commands
a breath taking view of the city. (Any
special exhib itions for the fall will be
announced at a later date.)

At 8:00 pm on Friday, we will attend a sold-out subscription
concert by the San Francisco Symphony in Davies Hall. We
have carefully planned our dates to enjoy Music Director
Michael Tilson Thomas on the podium before his announced
retirement in 2020. He will be leading a sensational program
beginning with Sergei Rachman inoff’s daunting Piano Concerto
No. 4, with the extraordinary Russian virtuoso Daniil Trifonov
as the soloist. In the past few years, Trifonov’s performances of
the late Romantic repertoire have created a frenzy for tickets in
NY and throughout Europe. The second half will feature Robert
Schumann’s Symphony No. 3 (‘Rhenish’), “often considered
Schumann’s masterpiece” according to Judith Chernaik’s
inspiring new biography.   

Saturday morning, September 21st, a relaxed and hear ty
breakfast is reserved for us at Sears Restaurant, a short walk
from the Marriott. Sears upholds the reputation of the Armenian
Boyagian family who originally created the friendly atmosphere.
The breakfast menu features such irresistible dishes as ‘eighteen
Swedish pancakes’ and ‘sour-dough French toast with
strawberry syrup’. After enjoying the generous servings, you
will readily appreciate why the daily lines are around the block
by mid-morning.

Saturday daytime and Sunday morning are left free for
independent activities in San Francisco. The San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art is a short taxi ride from our hotel and
offers five floors of contemporary galleries and exhibitions. Of
particular note for art enthusiasts is the de Young Museum in
the heart of San Fran cisco’s beautiful Gol den Gate Park, re-
opened in 2005 after a massive renovation by Swiss architects
Jac ques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron. The city’s major depart -

ment stores, boutiques
and private ar t gal -
leries are all within
easy walking distance
of our hotel. 

At 7:30 pm on Satur day,
the first of our two
operas at the War
Mem  orial Opera
House will be Charles
Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette. “Gounod’s opera has been the
greatest popular success of the many founded upon
Shakespeare’s play. The four love duets in the work have drawn
particular praise.” (New Grove Dictionary of Opera). Tonight’s
ideally cast title roles will be sung by the American soprano
Nadine Sierra (recipient of the prestigious 2017 Richard Tucker
Award and the MET’s 2018 Beverly Sills Award) and the
American Bryan Hymel, whose international success has been
primarily as a ‘héroique’ French tenor. The supporting cast will
include baritone Lucas Meachem as Mercutio, bass James
Craswell in the pivotal role of Friar Lawrence, and mezzo-
soprano Stephanie Lauricella in her ‘trouser’ portrayal of
Stéphano. The production directed by Jean Luis Grinda with
sets designed by Eric Chevalier is new to San Francisco, and the
conductor Yves Abel is sought-after for his interpretations of the
French repertoire. (This is a co-production with Monte Carlo and
Genoa.) Sung in French with English titles. 

On Sunday afternoon, September 22nd, our final performance
will be the San Francisco Opera’s 2:00 matinee of Benjamin
Britten’s Billy Budd. Based on Herman Melville’s novella, ‘Billy
Budd’ has gained a firm position in the American opera

reper tor y by vir tue of the power ful
orchestration, the intense characterizations
of the principals as well as several of the key
comprimario roles, and the exhilarating
choral passages. Britten surpassed himself
in this searing score which depicts military
life on the high seas during the English –
French conflict of 1797. “The symbolic story
is remarkably clear and concerns problems
of everyone’s life: the conflict in the world
between good and evil, the tension between
what is owed to God and what to Caesar, and
the difficulties of moral choice.” (The Opera
Companion to 20th Century Opera, George
Martin). The all-male cast boasts a trio of
American principals: baritone John Chest
making his company debut as the guileless
Billy; bass-baritone Christian Van Horn as
the malevolent Claggart who destroys Billy;
and the riveting singing-actor William
Burden as the conscience-stricken Captain
Vere who refuses to save Billy.  The con -

ductor is Lawrence Renes, and the acclaimed production is on
loan from Glyndebourne. Originally directed by Michael
Grandage, it will be revived here under Ian Rutherford. Sung
in English with English titles.

Sunday evening, an early dinner is planned at Fino, a friendly
Italian restaurant on Post Street near our hotel. 

Independent departures should be on Monday, September 23rd.     

San Francisco

Price per person, based on double occupancy                   $ 2,980
Single room supplement                                                       $    640
Airfare NOT included.
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