
“No Miami dining experience is complete without the requisite
visit to Joe’s Stone Crab, an old-school, yet up-scale, seafood
restaurant…”  So. Florida City Guide

“The glory of the Cleveland Orchestra remains its balances: the
smooth yet complex blend of its winds, the way the lower strings
offer subtle depth to the higher ones.”           

NY Times
”

“Classical music is a living art. Frank Gehry’s entire New Campus
complex of the New World Symphony is engineered to send such
a message.” The New Yorker

Sandra Lopez: “An experienced Puccini professional, with a dark-
hued lyric instrument capable of considerable emotional power” 

Opera News

Alexandra Loutsion: “In the fiercely dif ficult title role (Turan-
dot), she was in complete command throughout the evening with
her gleaming upper range.” Opera News

“As the suitor Calaf in ‘Turandot’, Stefano
La Colla showed he is the real thing… at
times recalling the young Luciano
Pavarotti.” Chicago Classical Review

“Leah Crocetto sparked the stage with her
sonorous soprano and deliberate vowel-
arched conviction.” Opera Wire, 

review of San Francisco’s ‘Turandot’

“In the 1930’s, an architectural revolution
came to South Beach, bringing Art Deco
to the Beach. To this day, South Beach

remains the world’s largest collection of Streamline Modern Art
Deco architecture.” http.en.wikipedia.or

S outhern Florida’s spectacular Atlantic coast offers an ideal
winter getaway, combining the celebrated coastline of
Miami Beach – especially the uniquely preserved Art Deco
architecture of South Beach – and a thriving cultural
scene stretching from Miami to Palm Beach. Our 2020 long

weekend of chosen events will again embrace state-of-the-art
venues in Miami, South Beach and Palm Beach. Our pro-
gram will be book-ended by a pair of beloved Puccini operas:
Madama Butterfly on our first evening and culminating with
Turandot on Sunday.   

We are pleased to return to the Hilton Bentley resort hotel for
four nights. Quietly situated at the southern end of South Beach
at 101 Ocean Drive, this recently renovated property offers easy
access to the beach and to the Art Deco center of the town, as
well as its own Bentley Beach Club/swimming pool and Spa 101.

The on-site Santorini restaurant serves
Mediterranean and Greek menus with
indoor/outdoor poolside seating. Our
deluxe studio rooms feature a kitchenette
and balcony. The Hilton Bentley is a com-
fortable walk from other cafés and restau-
rants catering to the exuberant South
Beach nightlife. 

Our opera in downtown Miami will be the
outstanding Florida Grand Opera
(FGO) production of Giacomo Puccini’s
lyric tragedy, Madama Butterfly. The
company’s home is the state-of-the-ar t
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Cesar Pelli which has invigorated South
Florida’s creative life. FGO has earned envi-
able reviews for all of its recent productions,
highlighted by the brilliant ‘Eugene One-
gin’, ‘Salome’, and ‘Nozze di Figaro’ we
encountered during the past three seasons. 

Miami Beach was also richly enhanced by
the 2011 opening of the Frank Gehry ‘New
Campus’ theatre, the acclaimed new venue
for Michael Tilson Thomas’ (MTT) New
World Symphony (NWS) under the lead-
ership of Michael Tilson Thomas (MTT).
We have carefully planned our itinerary to
include a concert in this example of Gehry’s ground-breaking
vision. The theatre has been unanimously praised as the perfect
match for MTT’s progressive concept: “The New World Sym-
phony is a place where young musicians can hone their skills
and competitive edge. It serves as a launching pad for their
careers. Now, with the New World Center as our home, audi-
ences can witness and par ticipate in this process as never
before.” (MTT). We will hear the New World Symphony in an
exciting program of works by
Jan Sibelius – very fortunately
with MTT on the podium. 

The renowned Cleveland
Orchestra ranks among a
handful of today’s foremost
ensembles. We are often able
to include one of their several
winter programs in Miami.
This year, we will encounter
Gustav Mahler’s full-length
Symphony No.5 under the Aus-
trian maestro Franz Welser-Möst.

We will also travel by bus to the
Kravis Center in Palm Beach, where we
will enjoy a performance of Puccini’s final
work for the stage, Turandot, by the Palm
Beach Opera.

Our daytime program will include include a
return visit to Miami’s Perez Art Museum,

the area’s newest cultural attraction, designed by the
Pritzker Prize-winning Swiss architects Herzog & de
Meuron.  There will be ample time to discover the his-
toric Art Deco district of South Beach – easily acces-
sible from our hotel – and we have planned a not-to-be-
missed dinner at Joe’s Stone Crab, the celebrated
seafood restaurant nearby.

Early Thursday evening, January 23rd, a cocktail
reception will be arranged at the hotel. This will be an
opportunity for you to meet other members of the Tour. 

At 8:00 pm on Thursday, our first performance will be
the Florida Grand Opera’s production of Giacomo Puc-
cini’s Madama Butter fly, among the most popular
works in the operatic reper toire. In addition to the
famous aria ‘Un bel dì vedremo’, the challenging title
role requires vocal stamina combined with sympathetic
lyricism and dramatic credibility. “Butterfly is the apoth-

eosis of the frail, suffering heroine so often encountered in Puc-
cini’s gallery.” (New Grove Dictionary of Opera). Featured in the
cast will be soprano Sandra Lopez as Cio-Cio-San, mezzo-
soprano Stephanie Peña as Suzuki, tenor Joshua Guerrero as
Lieutenant Pinkerton, and baritone Morgan Smith as Sharpless,
the U.S. Consul. The conductor is Ramón Tebar and the direc-
tor is E. Loren Meeker. Sung in Italian with English surtitles.

Part of each day will be left free for you to relax on South Beach
and to explore the center of the town on your own. The brilliant
colors of the Art Deco style have been faithfully restored to
reflect the original creativity of the 1920’s and ’30’s. From our
conveniently located hotel, you will want to stroll along the
boardwalk and to view the seaside blocks of florid architecture
which have become renowned as the epitome of Art Deco. There
are many informal restaurants and cafés, and visitors are free to
walk into the lobbies of some of the smaller hotels to experience
the atmosphere of a bygone era. 

Early Friday evening, January 24th, a culinary highlight will be
our pre-opera seafood dinner at Joe’s Stone Crab, the famous
restaurant overlooking the water on Washington Avenue at the

foot of South Beach.  Dis-
cerning diners from all
over the region flock to
this unique landmark
establishment. We are
grateful to be welcomed
at Joe’s Stone Crab when
we are early enough to
beat the long lines wait-
ing for a table. 

At 8:00 pm on Friday, our per for-
mance will be a concert by the visiting
Cleveland Orchestra at the Arsht
Center’s Knight Concert Hall. Mae-
stro Franz Welser-Möst, currently
the leader of this ensemble and previ-
ously the Music Director of the Vienna
State Opera, will be the conductor for
Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 5. Due
to the celebrated Adagio slow move-
ment (the soundtrack of Visconti’s
1971 film, Death in Venice), the Fifth
probably ranks as the most popular of
Mahler’s expansive symphonic works.  

Hilton
Bentley
Hotel

Joe’s Stone Crab

Adrienne Arsht Center for the 
Performing Arts

Joshua Guerrero

Sandra Lopez
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Saturday morning,
Januar y 25th, we
have planned a visit
to the Perez Ar t
Museum in down-
town Miami, where
the three-stor y
build  ing designed
by the Pritzker
Prize-winning archi-
tectural firm of Her-

zog & de Meuron offers a spectacular vie of Biscayne Bay. The
permanent collection of contemporary art and temporary exhibi-
tions are displayed in “200,000 square feet of programmable
space for works of art, educational activities, relaxation and din-
ing… Working with local and international landscape designers
and horticulturists, the architects use this space to ‘bring the
adjacent Museum Park into the museum’ in new and innovative
ways.” (www.pamm.org). Today will be our third visit to the
Perez, which opened in December of 2013 to record-breaking
crowds. The museum contains an unusual gift shop and appeal-
ing café overlooking the Bay.  

At 7:30 pm on Saturday evening, we will encounter the New
World Symphony (NWS) on one of the limited occasions when
Michael Tilson Thomas will be on the podium. In this tribute
honoring Finland’s legendary composer, the “all-Sibelius perfor-
mance will include his iconic symphonies, chamber music and
other works inspired by his homeland.” (NWS). Virtually all of
this season’s events in Frank Gehry’s New Campus are already
sold out in response to the critical praise for the thrilling venue
opened in 2011. “With the opening of the New World Center,
Greater Miami sets itself apart from other global cities. No build-

ing in recent years will have as profound an effect on
so many fields of endeavor and so many aspects of
society and culture as this.” (Miami Herald).

On Sunday morning, January 26th, our bus will take
us a couple of hours north to the glamorous Palm
Beach area of Florida’s East Coast. There will be
time for you to have an independent lunch prior to the 3:00 pm
matinee of Giacomo Puccini’s Turandot. Premiered in 1926, this
culminating work of the composer’s career is set in Peking ‘in
legendary times’. Puccini’s most original score is highlighted by
Princess Turandot’s icy aria of defiance ‘In questa reggia’, the
slave-girl Liu’s two poignant arias of devotion to Prince Calaf

(‘Signore, ascolta’ and ‘Tu che di gel sei cinta’), and Calaf’s famil-
iar romanza ‘Nessun dorma’. Today’s high-profile cast will fea-
ture American dramatic soprano Alexandra Loutsion in the
high-tessitura title role, American soprano Leah Crocetto as the
sympathetic Liu, the stentorian Italian tenor Stefano La Colla as
Prince Calaf (his starring role in Munich this July), and Russian
bass Evgeny Stavinsky as Calaf’s father, Timur. The company’s
chief conductor David Stern will be in charge, and the director
is Keturah Stickann. The colorful and spectacular staging is a
co-production with Chicago’s Lyric Opera. Sung in Italian with
English surtitles. We will return to our hotel in time for late inde-
pendent dining in one of South Beach’s colorful restaurants.

Independent departures should be on Monday, January 27th.

Frank Gehry’s New Campus Theatre
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Kravis Center for the Performing Arts, Palm Beach

Leah CrocettoAlexandra 
Loutsion

Michael
Tilson-
Thomas

Perez Art Museum

Miami & South Beach

Price per person, 
based on double occupancy                       $ 3,080     

Single room supplement                                 $    860     

AIR FARE NOT INCLUDED. You should arrange
your travel to either the Miami or Ft. Lauderdale
Airport, depending on your own convenience. Taxis

are readily available for transfer to South Beach, about 25 –
30 minutes from either airport. 

Airfare NOT included.

Stefano La Colla


