
Baden-Baden: “This storied German town where the wealthy, the
famous and the talented – from Dostoyevsky to the kings of Saudi
Arabia – have been coming for centuries.” NY Times

“As Germany’s ultimate high-fashion resort, Baden-Baden lives
unashamedly on leisure and pleasure. Here the splendor of the
Belle Epoch lives on to a remarkable extent… It features a crowded
season of performances, along with exciting horse racing and high-
stakes action at its renowned casino.” Fodor

“There seems little question that the new museum (the Burda
Museum, designed by Richard Meier) is a major addition to
the universe of European art museums.” NY Times, Jan. ’05

“Bryn Terfel is a master of invention, inhabiting the role with an
inexhaustible wealth of colour and emoition… A Dutchman whose
soul goes fathoms deep.” London Financial Times

“As Violetta, Diana Damrau is breathtakingly controlled in her
singing and dramatically outstanding…. A soprano of matchless
intelligence.” The Guardian

“Nicolas Testé shone as the
handsome High Priest. His lean,
forceful bass-baritone rang out with
such security and style.”

www.Parterre.com, 
review of the MET’s ‘Pearl Fishers’

“It’s hard to think of an orchestra that
can stir greater thrills than the
Buda  pest Festival Orchestra
under Ivan Fischer.” 

NY Classical Review

Igor Levit: “Born in 1987, Mr. Levit
(pianist) is one of the essential artists
of his generation.” NY Times

L ocated in the Southwestern corner of Germany’s pastoral
Black Forest, a short distance from both France and
Switzerland, the resort town of Baden-Baden has long
been a favorite retreat of Europeans for the thermal waters
and the old-world luxury of the facilities. Now this charming

center has emerged as the home of the Festspielhaus Baden-
Baden-Arts Foundation, which has been sponsoring a number of
major Festivals since 2000. Great Performance Tours has enjoyed
the complete RING in 2004 for the re-opening of the beautifully
renovated Festspielhaus, and subsequent Festivals for both
Wagner and Tchaikovsky. Now we are planning a long overdue
return in May of 2018 for the Whitsun Festival which offers a
remarkable variety of thrilling performances. (We have included a
full, leisurely week to maximize our enjoyment of Baden Baden.)

First, the great Welsh bass-baritone Bryn Terfel will head the
cast of Wagner’s early music-drama Der Fliegende Holländer,
conducted by Valer y Gergiev in charge of the Munich
Philharmonic. A second operatic evening will showcase
German soprano Diana Damrau and French baritone Nicolas
Testé in a program entitled Verdissimo, featuring arias and
duets by Giuseppe Verdi, again with the Munich Philharmonic in

the pit. A pair of concerts by
leading European orchestras
will of fer the Budapest
Festival Orchestra under
Ivan Fischer in Gustav
Mahler’s towering Symphony
No. 2 (‘Resurretion’), with
soloists and chorus; and the
London Symphony Orch -
estra under Michael Tilson
Thomas in works of Jean
Sibelius with Janine Jansen as
the violinist. Finally, the Bremen
Deutsche Kammer phil harm -
onie will perform a program of

BADEN-BADEN: WHITSUN FESTIVAL
Tuesday, May 15th through Wednesday, May 23rd

This Tour can be combined with our Berlin Tour, May 23rd – 30th

Baden-Baden

Brenner’s Park Hotel and Spa
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Franz Schu bert and Felix Mendels -
sohn, with pianist Igor Levit as the
soloist. 

May is the perfect month for you to
relax in the local spas and to absorb
the atmosphere of Baden-Baden’s
unique vacation atmosphere. The
cafes and restaurants specialize in the
finest international cuisine, and you
will want to enjoy a first-hand exper -
ience in the gambling rooms of the
casino designed by the Parisian,
Jacques Bénazet. We have planned
an introductory walking-tour of the
charming city center and a full-day excursion to the French town
of Colmar to view the iconic Crucifixion by Matthias
Grünewald. 

Tuesday, May 15th, departure from New York’s Kennedy Airport
at 4:10 pm on Lufthansa flight #401,  arriving in Frankfurt at 5:40
am on the morning of the 16th. This con nects with Lufthansa
flight #126 at 7:05 am, arriving in STUTTGART at 7:45 am.
Please note that our bus will meet this flight and transfer you to

Baden-Baden, about an hour-and-a-quarter
ride. (Or independent travel to Baden-
Baden). There is direct and ef ficient train
service from Frank fur t Airpor t to Baden-
Baden. You should contact your own travel
agent if you choose this independent plan.

Accommodations for seven nights at Baden-
Baden’s elegant Bren ner’s Park Hotel and
Spa, with a lavish buf fet breakfast in the

spacious Salon Licht -
enthal. “A stately man -
sion off the leafy Licht -
entaler Allee, set on spac -
 ious private grounds”
(Fodor), the Brenner
Park ranks as the
town’s most luxur ious
hotel and attracts the

elite of Europe at all times of the year. As it is
par ticularly popular during any Festival
periods, we are fortunate to have our early
confirmation. The thermal baths on the
premises offer extensive steam rooms and
saunas, and a range of massages from
‘Hawaiian Lomi-Lomi’ to ‘Arabian Nights’ at
Brenner’s. (Our reservations include free use
of the pool, the Saunarium Spa and the
Fitness Centre.). 

Wednesday, May 16th, a cocktail reception will be arranged in
a private enter tainment suite of the hotel. This will be an
opportunity to meet other members of the Tour.

Thursday morning, May 17th, is left free to recover from jet lag.
In the afternoon, an introductory walking tour will give you an
introduction to the quiet town of Baden-Baden. Our guide will
familiarize you with the celebrated Casino, considered the most
beautiful in Europe; the “positively palatial Caracalla Baths, a
vast complex with no fewer than seven pools” (Fodor), and the
tempting cafes and designer boutiques along the pedestrian

shopping street of  Lichten -
talerstrasse. We will conclude our
tour with a stop at the Café König,
a bona fide Baden-Baden institution,
for the traditional German ‘coffee
and cake’. The Café’s specialty is
Black Forest cake (‘schwarz -
wälder kuchen’).

As the Whitsun Festival does not
begin until the 18th, Thursday
evening is free for independent
dining. 

Friday morning, May 18th, we will
encounter the richness of the

Frieder Burda Collection of German Expressionism,
“housed in a gleaming, airy Richard Meier building on the edge
of a park” (NY Times). The vast col lect ion of more than 1,000
pieces includes
works by Pic -
asso, de Koon -
 ing, Beckmann,
Macke, Kirch -
ner, Lehmbruck
and many others. 

Early Friday eve -
ning, we will att -
end the 6:00 pm
Open ing Night of
Baden-Baden’s
Whitsun Fest -
ival. The dynamic Rus sian Maestro Valery Ger giev will lead the
Mun ich Phil har monic and Chorus in a Concert Perform ance
of Richard Wagner’s Der Fliegende Holländer. The Welsh
baritone Bryn Terfel will reprise his acclaimed portrayal of the
Dutchman from Covent Garden and the Welsh National Opera.
Opposite him as the redemptive and self-sacrificing Senta will be
Elena Stikhina,  a star soprano from St. Petersburg’s Mari insky
Theatre. The Aust rian bass Gün  ther Groissböck will be heard in
the sympathetic role of Captain Daland. (Remaining cast TBA.)

Saturday morning, May 19th, we will visit the Johannes
Brahms House and walk through the Lichtenthaler Allee and
rose garden. Brahms was among the frequent visitors to Baden-
Baden in the mid-19th century, and the well-preserved Blue
Room reflects the creative atmosphere
which inspired the composer during his
summer visits from 1865 until 1874. 

Saturday evening, we will enjoy a 4:00 pm
dinner at the charming Aida Restaurant
adjoining the Festspielhaus. This will be
followed by the 6:00 pm Verdissimo
Concert of arias, duets and instrumental
works from Giuseppe Verdi’s operas.
Among the selections are ‘La Traviata’,
‘Simon Boccanegra’, ‘Un Ballo in Maschera’,
‘Falstaff’, and ‘I Masnadieri’. The soloists are
German soprano Diana Damrau and
French baritone Nicolas Testé, one of
opera’s of f-stage married couples. Ivan
Repusic will lead the combined forces of
the Munich Rundfunk Orchestra.

Nicolas Testé

Bryn Terfel

Valery Gergiev

Richard Meier’s Burda Museum

Brahms’ House, Blue Room

Diana Damrau

Elena Stikhina
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Sunday, May 20th, is free to relax at the hotel until the early
evening. At 6:00 pm, we will return to the Festspielhaus for a
performance of Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 2
(‘Resurrection’), perhaps his most emotional work.
The revered Budapest Festival Orchestra will
be led by Music Director Ivan Fischer, and the
vocal soloists for the final movements will be
soprano Christiane Karg and mezzo-soprano
Elizabeth Kulman. The chorus will be the Czech
Philharmonic Choir Brno. 

On Monday, May 21st, a full-day excursion will
take us into the Alsace region of France. Our
guided visit of the ancient town of
Colmar will culminate with the
Museum Unterlinden and the
extra ordinary Isenheimer Altar -
piece. The Altar’s central Cruci -
fixion painted by Matthias Grüne -
wald in the 16th cent ur y is the
artist’s masterpiece. Art aficionados
from all over the world travel to
Colmar to view the unforget tably
painful visage of Christ and the raw
emotional power of Grünewald’s
huge canvas displayed in the Gothic
chapel. (The creation of this painting
is the subject of Hinde mith’s 20th
century opera, ‘Mathis der Maler’.)
A tradit ional Alsatian lunch will be
arranged today in one of the main
square’s bistros before returning to our
hotel in the mid-afternoon. 

Our concer t on Monday evening will be an All-Sibelius
program by the London Symphony Orchestra under the
baton of the San Francisco Symphony’s Music Director, Michael
Tilson Thomas. The Dutch violinist Janine Jansen will be the

soloist for Jean
Sibelius’ Violin
Concer to, to be
followed by
Sym phony No. 6
and Symphony
No. 7. 

Tuesday, May
22nd, is left free
to enjoy the
hotel’s spa and
for other activ -

ities. Our final perform ance will be the 8:00 pm concert by the
Bremen Deut s che Philharmonie in works of Franz Schubert
and Felix Mendelssohn dating from Baden-Baden’s Ro man tic era
of the early 19th century. The ensemble’s Dir ector Florian Don -
derer has announced a pro gram of Schu bert’s Italian-Style
Over ture and Symphony No. 5, and Men dels sohn’s Piano
Concerto No. 1 and Piano Con certo No. 2. The keyboard soloist
will be the gifted German-Russian virtuoso, Igor Levit.

Wednesday, May 23rd, transfer from the hotel to Stuttgar t
Airport in time for the 2:20 pm departure of Lufthansa flight
#135, arriving in Frankfur t at 3:10 pm. This connects with
Lufthansa flight # 404 at 5:10 pm, scheduled to arrive at New
York’s Kennedy Airport at 7:55 pm. Or independent departure.  

If you are combining this Tour with our week in Berlin,
your flight from Stuttgart should be Eurowings #2008
at 2:10 pm, arriving at Berlin’s Tegel Airport at 3:25 pm.

Baden-Baden

Price per person, based on double occupancy                    $ 5,890
Single room supplement                                                        $   680 

Airfare NOT included.

Airfare: Prices are subject to change depending on the time of
booking. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (see inside back
cover) for current fares. 
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Matthias Grunewald
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